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Falling Words and their Connotations in the Holy Qur'an: A Rhetorical Study
Dr. Misfer Bin Muhammad Al-Asmari
mhasel@kku.edu.sa

Abstract:

This research explores the terminology used in the Holy Quran to convey the concept of
falling'. It conducts a rhetorical-linguistic analysis to identify the semantic distinctions among these
terms and highlights the Quranic rhetoric involved in selecting the most precise word to convey the
intended meaning. The study is divided into two sections: one focusing on words indicating a general
sense of falling, and the other addressing expressions that indicate a specific meaning of falling. The
preface discusses the interest of linguists in examining semantic differences between synonymous
words, the significance of linguistic variances in rhetorical analysis, and the Quran's eloquence in
choosing appropriate words to convey precise meanings. The research findings demonstrate that
there exists a relationship between the words denoting falling, both in a general and specific sense.
While all of these terms are used in the Quran to convey the notion of falling and dropping, each term
possesses unique connotations that differentiate it from the others. This illustrates the Quran's
eloquence in utilizing the most suitable word in its given context. Some terms are used literally, such
as "fell," "descended,” and "landed,” while others are used metaphorically, such as "slipped” or "fell
down in fear of Allah".

Keywords: Meanings of “Fall”, Rhetoric, Semantics, Linguistic Differences, Quranic

Rhetoric.
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Arabic references

1) al-Alasi, Shihab al-Din Mahmad ‘Abd Allah, Rah al-Ma‘ani fi Tafsir al-Qur'an al-‘Azim & al-
Sab‘ al-mathani, Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyah, Bayrat, 1415.

2) Ibn al-Athir, Aba al-Sa‘adat Majd al-Din Muhammad al-Jazari, al-nihayah fi Gharib al-hadith
& al-athar, al-Maktabah al-* [Imiyah, Bayrat, 1979.

3) al-Azhari, Aba Mansar Muhammad Ahmad, Tahdhib al-lughah, Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arab,
Bayrat, 2001.

4) al-Asad, Nasir al-Din. Diwan Qays ibn al-Khatim, Dar Sadir, Bayrat, N. D.
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5) al-Asfahani, Aba ‘lia Ahmad al-Marzagqi, al-Azminah & al-Amkinah, Dar al-Kutub al-

‘IlmTyah, Bayrat, 1417.

6) Amru'u al-Qays, ibn Hajar, Diwanih, Dar al-Ma‘rifah, Bayrat, 2004.

7) al-Awdi, Sala’h al-Afwah ‘Amr, Diwan al-AFwah al-Awdi, Dar Sadir, 1998.

8) IbnDurayd, Aba Bakr Muhammad, Jamharat al-Lugha. Dar al-‘Ilm lil-Malayin, Bayrat, 1987.
9) al-Bahili, Aba Nasr Ahmad Hatim, sharh Diwan Dhi al-Rummah (riwayah Tha‘lab),

Mu'assasat al-iman, Jiddah, 1982.

10) aI-Biqa‘T, Aba al-Hasan Ibrahim ‘Umar, Nazm al-Durar i Tanasub al-Ayat & al-Suwar, Dar
al-Kutub al-‘llmiyah, Bayrat, 1995.

11) al-Baydawi, Nasir al-Din Aba Sa‘id ‘Abd Allah, Anwar al-Tanzil & Asrar al-Ta'wil, Dar Ihya’
al-Turath al‘rbyn Bayrat, 1418.

12) al-Tyfashy, Aba al-‘Abbas Ahmad Yasuf, Surar al-nafs bi-madarik al-hawass al-khams.
hadhdhabahu: Muhammad ibn Jalal al-Din al-Mukarram (Ibn Manzar), al-Mu’assasah al-
‘ArabTyah lil-Dirasat & al-Nashr, Bayrat, 1980.

13) Jabr, Abu al-Hajjaj Mujahid, Tafsir Mujahid, Dar al-Fikr al-Islamt al-hadithah, Bayrat, 1989.

14) al-Jawhari, Aba Nasr Isma ‘1l Hammad, al-sihah Taj al-Lughah & sihah al-‘ArabTyah, Dar al-
“llm lil-Malayin, Bayrat, 1987.

15) Habannakah, ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Maydani, al-Balaghah aI-‘ArabTyah, Dar al-Qalam,
Dimashgq, & al-Dar al-Shamiyah, Bayrat, 1996.

16) al-Husayni, Yahya Hamzah, al-Tiraz li-Asrar al-Balaghah & ‘ulam haqa’iq aI-I‘jaz, al-
Maktabah al-“unsu riyah, Bayrat, 1423.

17) Haqg, Isma‘1l, Tafsir Rah al-Bayan, Dar lhya' al-Turath al-“Arabr, Bayrat, N. D.

18) al-Halabi, Aba al-‘Abbas Ahmad al-Samin Yasuf, al-Durr al-Masan fi ‘ulam al-Kitab al-
Maknan. Dar al-Qalam, Dimashq, 1423.

19) al-Khafaji, Shihab al-Din Ahmad Muhammad, ‘Inéyat al-Qadr & kifayat al-Radi, Dar Sadir,
Bayrat, N. D.

20) al-Razi, Zayn al-Din Muhammad Abu Bakr, Mukhtar al-sihah, al-Maktabah aI-‘AsrTyah,
Sayda, & al-Dar al-Namuadhajiyah, Bayrat, 1999.
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