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Consent (alrida) in Ancient Arabic Poetry: Concept and Significance
Dr. Zakia Bint Awad Bin Yusuf AI-Harthy*
zalharthy@ksu.edu.sa

Abstract:

This study aims to explore the concept and various manifestations of consent (al-rida)
in Arabic poetry and understand its different connotations, ranging from those of accepting
fate, pleasing women, and appeasing those in power, considering it as a subject and purpose
within poetic themes. The study comes in four sections. Section one dealt with the concept of
consent as surrender, conviction, and submission. Section two examined the term al-rida as
love, forgiveness, and pardon. Section three focused on consent as choice and selection.
Section four delved into consent as giving until acceptance. The study concluded with
important findings. It revealed that consent in the sense of love, forgiveness, and
transcendence was often associated with appeasing someone of higher social, political,
intellectual, or other standing. Women occupy a significant place in the theme of consent and
acceptance in Arabic poetry, as poets sought to praise and please them, utilizing various artistic
tools and rhetorical devices to achieve their goals. Poets often concluded their discussions on
consent and contentedness with proverbs or wisdom, enhancing the impact on the recipient.

Keywords: Consent connotations, Arabic poetry, Fate and destiny, Surrender and

conviction, Appeasement.
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