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Art within Art Evidenced in Artistic Requirements and Production Constraints of
Cinema Theatre Industry :A Comparative Study of the Films " Shakespeare in Love"
and " Topsy-Turvy'

Dr. Hussam Abdullah Almujalli
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Abstract:

This study aims to demonstrate how cinema portrayed controversial connection between theatre
industry writing requirements and the production/financial demands with reference to the two films: the
American film “Shakespeare in Love" and the British film " Topsy-Turvy." The critical analytic film discourse and
balanced approach was used. The study is divided into an introduction and four sections, and a conclusion. It
overviewed theater production, introduced the two films, discussed their writing and economic aspects, and
compared both the films, highlighting the importance of striking balance between artistic freedom and
financial stability as well as continuous collaboration and innovation. The study revealed that drama writing
during actors' preparations ahead of performance was incomplete. It was also concluded that there was a close
interconnectedness between writing (playwright) and economics (financial funding) in the theater industry,
that government funding proved significant to prevent theatre industry bankruptcy, and that affirmation of
understanding the impact of historical and cultural contexts on writing and economics in the theater industry
was essential. The two films under study represented autobiographical accounts of the lives of three
individuals who had a significant influence on the British theater: Shakespeare, Gilbert, and Sullivan.

Keywords: Drama writing, Production/Financial aspects, Theater industry, Film.
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1) see:Shakespeare in Love. Directed by John Madden, performances by Gwyneth Paltrow, Joseph Flennes.
2) see: Topsy-Turvy. Directed by Mike Leigh, performances by Allan Corduner, Jim Broadbent.

3) see: Lewes, On Actors and the Art of Acting.

4) see: Egri, The Art of Dramatic Writing: Its Basis in the Creative Interpretation of Human Motives.

5) see:Edgar, How Plays Work.

M

@)

3)

@)

©)

(6) see: Waters, How to Describe an Apple: A Brief Survey of the Literature on Playwriting: 137-148.

(7) see:William Shakespeare Romeo and Juliet.

(8) see: Bradley, Interpreting Shakespeare on Screen.

(9) see: Wiles and Dymkoswski, The Cambridge Companion to Theatre History, Cambridge.

(10) see: Comey, The Art of Film Acting: A Guide for Actors and Directors.

(11) see: Radbourne, Glow, and Johanson, The Audience Experience.
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(13)see: Roche, Quentin Tarantino: Poetics and Politics of Cinematic Metafiction.

(14)see: Segal, Interpreting Greek Tragedy: Myth, Poetry, Text, 1966.

(15)see: Scheff, and Kotler, Crisis in the Arts: The Marketing Response: 28-52.

(16)see: Throsby, The Production and Consumption of the Arts: A View of Cultural Economics:1-29.

(17)see: Cavanaugh, A Fire Strong Enough to Consume the House: The Wars of Religion and the Rise of the State: 397-420.

(18)see: Bennett, Theater Audiences.

(19)see: Dixon, Mike Leigh, Topsy-Turvy and the Excavation of Memory.

(20)see: Birdman. Directed by Alejandro Gonzalez Inamitu, performances by Michael Keaton and Zach Galifianakis.

(21)see: Brode, Shakespeare in the Movies: From the Silent Era to Shakespeare in Love.

(22)see: Franssen, Shakespeare's Life on Film and Television: 101-113.

(23)see: Steinke, "Travelling through the Centuries: 59-77.

(24)see: Crowther, Every Performance is a Contrivance: Art and Truth in Topsy-Turvy: 61-78.

(25)

25)see: Watson, The Cinema of Mike Leigh: A Sense of the Real.

Dl Hssally Abld (oo Bl (gius ¢ 3% Jauell g 1550 (o g5 1L3laiall (26)
Clude and Grant, The Encyclopedia of Fantasy.
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(27)see: Brode, Shakespeare in the Movies

(28)see: Leonard, Topsy-Turvy Victoriana: Locating Life and Death in Corpse Bride: 27-41.

(29)see: Sharp, Acts of Writing: A Compilation of Six Models That Define the Processes of Writing: 77-90.
edeadl 3 sl Jg3 e (30)"Itis all locked safe in here."

.(31)see: Brode, Shakespeare in the Movies

(32)ibid.

(33) see: Lehmann, Shakespeare in Love: Romancing the Author, Mastering the Body: 125-145.
(34)Shakespeare in Love.

(35)ibid.

(36)see: Maslin, Topsy-Turvy: Gilbert and Sullivan Get Back to the Drawing Board.

(37)Topsy-Turvy.

38
39
(40)ibid.

)see: Crowther, "Every Performance Is a Contrivance.

)Topsy-Turvy.

(41)see: Fischler, Dialectics of Social Class in the Gilbert and Sullivan Collaboration: 248.

(42)ibid.

(43)see: Marcuse, One-dimensional Man: Studies in the Ideology of Advanced Industrial Society.

(44)see: Brode, Shakespeare in the Movies.

(45)see: Bloom, Shakespeare on Love and Friendship.

(46)see: Bradley, Interpreting Shakespeare on Screen.

.(47)see: Brode, Shakespeare in the Movies

(48)see: Ponko, “The Privy Council and the Spirit of Elizabethan Economic Management, 1558-1603: 1-63.

(49)see: Duncan Taylor, Living in England: The Elizabethan Age.

(50)see: Driver, The Shakespearian Clock: Time and the Vision of Reality in Romeo and Juliet and the Tempest:363—370.
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Ainger, Gilbert and Sullivan: A Dual Biography.

(52)see: Crowther, Every Performance Is a Contrivance.

(53)see: Boyd, A Cunning and Altogether Modern Master of Men: The Pursuing Women in 1910s Feature Comedy: 55-80.
54)see: Kennedy, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Music.
55)see: Tibbetts, “The American Historical Review: 1063.

(54)

(55)

(56)see: Porton and Leigh, “Entertainment and Empire: An Interview with Mike Leigh:36.

(57)see: Gilmour, The Victorian Period: The Intellectual and Cultural Context of English Literature: 1830-1890.
(58)

58)see: Dobson and Watson, England's Elizabeth: An Afterlife in Fame and Fantasy.
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Maloney, The Commodification of Human Beings.

(60)see: Lehmann, Shakespeare in Love.

(61)ibid.

(62)see: Dixon, Mike Leigh, Topsy-Turvy and the Excavation of Memory.

(63)see:Brooker, The Postmodern Story: 84.
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