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Connotation of Number in the Holy Quran

Dr. Omar bin Ali AI-Maqushi*

Omaroraini@gmail.com

Abstract:

The present study aims at exploring some aspects related to expressing singularity,
duality, and plurality in the Holy Quran. It reveals the significance of the utterance of the noun
when it deviates from its original meaning and acquires a new semantic connotation, taking
the position of another number. The singular number takes the position of “atmuthanna’
(dual) or the plural, and “atmuthanna’ (dual) also takes the location of the singular or plural.
Similarly, the plural functions come as the singular or “al-muthanna’ (dual) according to
context and for the purpose of eloquence. The research paper discussed some of the applied
models employing both the descriptive and the analytical approaches. The results of the study
indicate that the semantic significance of an utterance in a different structural position usually
occurs for linguistic and rhetorical purposes. The study also reveals that using ‘the singular’ to
express a plural is specific to poetry. The singular can also be used to address “atmuthanna’
(dual). A part of the body consisting of two parts can be also expressed in the singular form.
Likewise, an infinitive can be made plural for semantic significance. In addition, “atmuthanna’

(dual) can be used just for the sake of multiplication.

Key Words: Connotation, Number, Singular, A-muthanna, Plural.
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