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Abstract:

Adopting a stylistic approach, the study aims to identify syntactic shift in Abdullah Al-
Washmi's Poetry Based on Refatir's semantic shift principle, the study views text stylistic
structure is governed by the succession of tagged elements versus untagged ones in binary
groups reflecting context and anti-context. Al-Washmi’s semantic shift was investigated in the
semantic implications of poems of seven categories including relating human traits to non-
humans, colors to colorless thongs, adjectives to describe to unusual nouns, use of the verbal
element contrary to its original meaning, mental association and personification. The study
revealed that Al-Washmi used the poem in the context of death, pain and melancholy, taking
readers in a journey through suicide, assassination and funeral, to signify the death of human

values, and the loss of moral identity.
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