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Saussure's Semiology among General Linguistic
lessons and Searching about the Myth
Prof. Rachid Ben Malek Prof. Michel Arrive

Rachid.benmalek@yahoo.com
Abstract:

Though semiology was of the most attention of Saussure, we find unexplained disorder
in its position of the general linguistic lessons and the position that has been specified for it on
searching of a myth. Saussure had two different points of view; in one hand, the linguistic sign
getintroduced in a very careful way that pulls down the efforts of making any comparison. On
the other hand, it used to be put on the same level of other semiology, especially myth
character. In this research paper, we try to decide the common and different features between
the linguistic sign and myth character that are described as "self-Empty beings" and "not
existed beings".

Key Words: Semiology, Linguistics, Myth, Symbol, Sign, Character.
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Constancy of Syntactic Terminology of Sibaweh's Book

Predicative as a Case

Fuad Mahyoub Abdo Al-Mekhlafi

alttumoh2010@hotmail.com

Abstract:

The terminology of Sibaweh's book has been characterized with confusion and
inconstancy, and with obscurity and multiplicity of the words denoting one concept or more.
Hence, this research paper attempts to reveal the extent of constancy of grammatical
terminology in the book, and the extent of correctness of what has been predominant about its
terminology. Nevertheless, the research methodology is analytical inductive, based on
investigating and inducting the words that Sibaweh has used for the predicate, and then
analyzing and interpreting them through what Sibaweh himself has written, not through what
has been written about him, drawing sometimes upon some views of modern/ later
grammarians in the positions that require that. This research has concluded that Sibaweh has

used the term (predicate) on its concept with complete awareness, and that what seems to be

. ' PhD student in language and grammar - Department of Arabic Language - King Saud University - Riyadh - Saudi Arabia.
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multiplicity in its word or concept, has been only attributed to the research field in which
Sibaweh has been studying a sentence. Thus, Sibaweh has used the word (predicate) in the
semantic field of the sentence, and the word (indeclinable upon inchoative, or indeclinable
upon it) in the structural field of the sentence, whereas the term/ word is a term of a specific
type of predicate types, and one of its divisions, that has been known later as the semi-

sentence predicate, and that is not considered a contradictory term for predicate.

Key Words: Sentence, Predicate, Terminology, Semantic.
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The Positive Meaning of the Letters' Meanings: Editing and Interpretation

%
Sultan Mahyoub AL-kamil
Sultanmahyoub@gmail.com

Abstract:

This research sheds light on the lists of meanings stipulated in the chapter on
meanings when grammarians and others relied on the hypothesis that semantic lists of
letters include meanings and status and other contextual, and perhaps on meanings
inserted with hidden circumstances.The research is based on the question: Eating the
meanings included in the lists of letters position / original or not? Another question is
derived from it: Was the predecessors aware of the two levels: positional and non-positivist
when they combined the meanings of letters¢ To answer these two questions, we have
reviewed some letters of meanings, so that they can reveal examples of the problem of this
research. In order to extract the positional meaning and distinguish it from others, the
researcher has used some basic and rhetorical concepts. The research has reached a set of
results, the most important of which are: the meanings included in the lists of letters are
contextual, and that their inclusion together without warning in it increases the section and
confusion of the position / original meaning. In addition, some meanings do not prove the

letter at all, but rather some circumstances have led to its hidden.

Key Words: Letters of Meanings, Literal Meaning, Positional Meaning, Judicial

Meaning, Contextual Meaning.

"Assistant Teacher, Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts, Qatar University, Qatar.
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Supplication Styles for and against Man in the Book' Al-Mokhasas' A
Pragmatic Study

*
Awatef Bint Farah Bin Sabr AL-Balawi

d.tootah1409@gmail.com

Abstract:

This research deals with the topic of supplication in Arab heritage, through
the book dedicated to Ibn Sayyidah al-Mursi (458 AH). Supplication is one of the
arts of our Arabic language, past and present, and it is closely related to the
emotions, hopes, sorrows and desires of people and its meanings are crystallized in
them. The researcher has relied on the descriptive and analytical method. The
methods of supplication were mentioned in the Custom Dictionary, and analyzed
them linguistically as classified based on the nature of the sentences; made the
actual sentences as a chapter, the nominal sentences as a chapter and a semi-
sentence as a chapter. The study has included a statement of the general meaning
of the formation of the supplication and an analysis of its components that consist
of itand an explanation of the meanings of the main terms included in it.

Key Words: Arabic Language, Dialects, Supplication for Man, Supplication

against Man, Sociolinguistics.

"PhD student of Linguistics - Department of Arabic Language and Literature - College of Arabic Language - Umm Al-Qura University

- Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
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The Abbreviation in Surat (Qaaf) and Its Effect in Text Cohesion

*
Wafa Mohammed Ali Alghorbani

Mwafa4921@gmail.com

Abstract:

The method of abbreviation is one of the methods of eloquent Arabic speech if
the meaning is known and defined by the speech, and comes to brief and mitigate the
components of the text surface. Before we begin with the abbreviation, which is one of
the ways of casting the text, we need to clarify it and its main meaning. | mean that a
speaker uses the least phrases to clarify his purpose and perform the targeted meaning
when returning to the focus of the text in the first sentence. That is because as a speaker
is away from the focus, the text has become of less cohesion, and vice versa. Surely, a
speaker in that sense has two options: either to refer to the previous text and try to
replace a word by another word that carries the same meaning of a pronoun or a
reference name or a related name, or a speaker deletes the word when it is known to the
recipient. We will come in this research on the means resorted to by the speaker for a
brief, short and light and it is easy for the recipient to follow the speech and understand
the meaning, namely: referral and deletion.

Key Words: Abbreviation, Cohesion, Reference, Ellipsis.

PhD student - Department of Arabic Language - College of Languages - Sana'a University - Republic of Yemen.
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The Argumentative Factors in Surat Al-Naml 'The Ants'

Dr. Fadl yhya zaid Amal Mohammed Hussein
Fadl_zaid2001@yahoo.com amal774006506@gmail.com
Abstract:

The research discusses the effect of the argumentative factors in persuading the
recipient, revealing their purposes in Surat Al-Naml. This research was divided into three
themes; the first of which ensures that a comprehensive definition of the argument is
presented, the second clarified the argumentative factors in terms of concept and types, and
the third is the subject of the argumentative role of these factors. This research has reached a
number of conclusions as follows: The factors of arguments in A-Naml 'the ants' have
restricted and limited arguments that have enabled the recipient to know and believe in the
theme and that the effectiveness of the argumentative factors in Surat Al-Naml 'the ants’ lies
in limiting the recipient to the conclusion that the context requires and which he has
restricted, and in excluding everything else. The ‘Negation' factor has been instrumental in
persuading and influencing the recipient, but this can only be realized through recognizing
the outcome when it is addressed to the recipient, thereby negating the evidence, which is
often perceived by the recipient.The evidence turned to denial, which was often thought to
be the recipient, and his claim was overtaken when the arguments were linked, or by

drawing attention to the post-worker situation.

Key Words: Arguments, Argumentative Persuasion, Effect, Surat Al-Naml.
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1- modifient la classe des conclusions liee la phrase attaché a | enonce de depart,
cette modification est souvent une reduction”: Anscombre, dynamique du sens

et scalarite, colloque de cerisy, 1987.
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Abstract:

This paper aims to analyze the narrative composition of Waq Al-Waq Tragedy in the
light of the Actantial model developed by A.J. Greimas by focusing on the actantial structure,
the interconnections relations that govern it, and the narrative programmes of the procedural
ego actant to achieve its project oftransformation into juncting the object of value. This paper
has found that the roles of the actant vary depending on the multiplicity of the
interconnections that govern it and its position fromthe the object of value, " Searching for
Home "based on the various contexts of research in dream and reality. However, the
narrative programmes of the ego actant, Al-Ezzi Mahmoud, vary, whether a success or failure,
depending on the scale of conflict with the obstacles encountered. The failure of the research
programme in the reality occurs because it does not know its country while the programme of
" Searching for Home" succeeds in dreams, showing the silence of the world and reality on
the Yemeni problem, distorting it due to its inaction, convicting tyranny, and inciting the

people for liberation.

Key Words: narrative composition, actantial model, semiotics, novel, Tragedy of Waq
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Strategies of Translating Lexical Collocations in Literary Texts from
English into Arabic

Dr. Abdou Ahmed Ali Mounassar*

abdomunassar71@tu.edu.ye

Abstract:

The present study investigates the translation of lexical collocations in literary texts
from English into Arabic in light of the translation strategies used by some translators. Two
English literary works have been translated into Arabic are used. (151) Lexical collocations
were extracted from the two literary works. The study attempts to shed light on how
translators deal with collocations when transferring them to the target language, and whether
the target text fulfills the linguistic and stylistic characteristics of the collocations or not. Three
questions are investigated: 1- What happens to collocations when they are translated?. 2- How
do translators deal with collocations?. 3- What strategies do translators adopt in translating
collocations in literary texts?. The findings of the study indicate that collocations can be
translated through using different strategies. The literal translation strategy is used as the most
frequent strategy in translating collocations in literary texts. The second strategy is modulation,
etc. In some cases, collocations are translated into one word that represents a target text

equivalent of the source text word combination.

Key Words: Translation, Lexical Collocations, Translation Strategies, Literary Text.

*
Associate Professor of Translation -English Department - Faculty of Arts -Thamar University -Republic of Yemen.
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Introduction:

Translation strategies play a vital role in translating collocations. Due to the significance
of translation strategies, scholars theorized and developed different translation strategies such
as those suggested by Newmark (1988), Nida (1964), Venuti (2002), Vinay and Darbelnet
(1995). Translation is a process of transferring meaning from one language into another. The
Concise Oxford English Dictionary (cited in B. Hatim and J. Munday) defines translation as "1-
The act or an instance of translating. 2- A written or spoken expression of the meaning of
word, speech, book, etc. in another Ianguage."m . The first of these two senses relates to
translation as process, the second to the product. However, the difficulty of translation arises
from the culture or style substitution which cannot be achieved by only replacing words. Nida
(1964) states that translation as a process includes the terms of meaning and style as the goal
is to reproduce the natural equivalence of the source language message to the target language.
One of the problems that face translators is how to translate collocations. Collocations are an
important organizing principle in the terminology of any language, they are considered to be
the mechanism that offers cohesion or textually to the text. Everybody uses collocations
naturally in their speeches or writing, either from experience, listening to native speakers, from
dictionaries, from reading, or conversations.

According to Ghazala collocation is "a combination of two or more words that always
occur together consistently in different texts and contexts in a language. That s, a certain

noun occurs with a certain adjective (e.g. b/ind confidence: ¢\as 443) a verb with a noun

(e.g. draw a swordt law Jiws). a noun with a noun (e.g. brain drain:aaes¥ 5,xa, etc @
Undoubtedly, collocations are a very difficult area for language learners and translators.
Linguists like Newmark, 1988 Baker, 1992 have shown that translators would be faced by

various problems in rendering collocations.

- |
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The problem of the study:

One of the problems that faces translators is how to translate collocations. Many
collocations are sometimes misused to the target listeners due to a failure to recognize their
linguistic, stylistic, and cultural aspects. Therefore, the importance of the translation of

collocations in literary texts is investigated in this study.

Significance of the Study:
This study is important because it sheds light on the translation process and the

translators’ methods in translating collocations in literary text from English into Arabic.

The Objective of the Study:

The purpose of this study is to shed light on how translators deal with collocations
when transferring them to the target language i.e. Arabic language. It investigates the strategies
they use in rendering these expressions. Therefore, three questions will be investigated: What
happens to collocations when they are translated? How do translators deal with collocations?

And, what strategies do they adopt in translating collocations in literary texts?

Delimitations of the Study:
This study is limited to one type of collocations: the lexical collocation. Two English
novels with their Arabic translations were selected to be the corpus of the study. The

researcher has confirmed and analyzed 151 collocations.

The Concept of Collocation:
The term collocation has many definitions. Baker (1992) defined collocation as "certain
words to co-occur regularly in a given language.” ® According to Crystal 1981, a collocation is

" T S T 4
habitual co-occurrence of individual lexical items' (cited in Ghazala)( )
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Collocation refers to the lexical relationship among words. It is a phenomenon which differs

slightly from one language to another. There are several problems when translating
collocations from one language to another. This is due to the differences in the cultural and
linguistic structures between the SL and TL, as well as different systems, conventions and

lifestyles which add variety and colloquial inference to the nature of collocations.

According to Newmark, "the difficulty of translating English collocations which appear
arbitrarily to juxtapose nouns with verb -nouns because they indicate the two most significant
meaning components, but have varied and sometimes mysterious case-relations.” He believes
that "collocations are easier to translate as they are made less arbitrarily, but the essence of a
collocation is perhaps that at least one of the collocates moves from its primary to a secondary

. . - . "(5)
sense, and therefore, for standardized terms, literal translations are usually not possible™".

Baker (1992) believes that "Differences in the collocation patterning of the source and

target languages create potentials pitfalls and can pose various problems in translation. Some

of these problems are difficult to handle than other"®.

The following are the most common pitfalls she has mentioned that a translator may

face when translating collocations:
1- The engrossing effect of source text patterning.
2- Misinterpreting the meaning of a source-language collocation.
3- The tension between accuracy and naturalness.
4- Culture-specific collocations.

5 - Marked collocations in the source text.

____________________________________________________________________________________________ |
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Literary Text:

It is much more complex and challenging than any other translation. Every literary text
is linked to the literary and cultural tradition of the language in which it is written. Sentences in
itare very closely with the very nature of the language and have their roots deep in the life and
habits of the people. Words are very rich in their connotative meaning. In addition to the
explicit meaning, a literary text contains implicit and suggested meaning, which is equally
important. So it appears that the process of literary translation can never be just an automatic
one narrowly restricted to merely finding words and sentences in the target language that
correspond to those in the source language. If this is true in the case of a non-literary text, it is

untrue in the case of a literary one.
Literary Translator:

A literary translator has his responsibility for both; to his author and to his readers. He
has to be faithful to the original with respect to its form, meaning and style and spirit. He has to
make sure that his translation is in conformity with the linguistic and literary tradition of the
target language. Thus the responsibility of a translator working with a literary text is in many
ways greater than that of any other translator. A literary translator is capable of hearing the
voice of the source text after transcending the words on a page. Moreover, a translator who
has the ability to recreate the rhythm, song-like quality, voice, and musicality of the original
text is preferably known as an efficient literary translator. A literary translator is expected to
make a significant contribution towards better understanding of different cultures.

Lexical Collocation:
Lexical collocations consist of two content words or open class words, which include

nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs.

____________________________________________________________________________________________



yuolall 3l 5.—» i SH s ki 2|

2020 LJ._JJ_J' | u“““‘) OJQQm uLw'jJJlJ wugi | =7

(IS NPELERLE] 155N: 2707-5508
Benson, et al, The BBl Combinatory Dictionary of Eng/ish(2009: ) put six major types of

&

LGk L

lexical collocations: Noun + Verb, Adjective + Noun, Noun + Noun, Adverb + Adjective, Verb +
Adverb, Verb + Noun.
1. Noun + Verb
In this type, it is shown how nouns occur with verbs side by side in a given context. The
grammatical structure in Arabic is 'noun+ noun'but in English 'noun+ verb'. Let us consider the
following examples:
Bees buzz J=idl (590
Cats mew Lbhiall clge
2. Adjective + Noun
They are specific adjectives used occasionally with specific nouns or modifying nouns
used as an adjective such as:
Hard labour e olse /48Ls JLal
Net weight Slall 0igl!
3. Noun + Noun Collocation
There are several collocations occur as in the following:
Noun + Noun:
Brain drain Laas¥ 5,z
Death sentence placyl oS>
Noun + Noun (the/a + noun + of + genitive):
loss of memory 8,51V oylaasd
The break of dawn =all § 95
Noun + and + Noun (Addition) Collocation:

Means and ends bladly Jilwgll

____________________________________________________________________________________________ |
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4. Adverb + Adjective:

These are used to emphasize purpose, or when we intend to add a strong feeling or a special
kind of behavior to adjectives such as:
Absolutely full Lolas pliae
Too happy fis dr
5.Verb + Adverb:
The combinations of a verb plus an adverb occur together as in the following:
Answer shamelessly ET SREE
Apologize sincerely Blyay ydiay
6. Verb + Noun:
Itis the normal situation of a verb plus a noun together such as:
Attend a lecture ol yazy
Exert an effort e Jde
(Ghazalla, 2008)"”

Literature review:

There have been some studies on the translation of collocations from English into
Arabic. Ali Faris (2013) conducted study that deals with the translation of English collocations
into Arabic. The study hypothesizes that students encounter difficulties in translating English
collocations into Arabic. These difficulties lie in finding the proper equivalent collocation in
Arabic. So, the research is an attempt to diagnose these difficulties and present solutions. The
result affirmed the translation of English collocations into Arabic poses three main general
problems. First, the difficulty of generalization: some English words collocate with one and the

same word, but they are not necessarily so in Arabic. The second problem is the variability of

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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have one collocation and one single meaning in Arabic. Third, such collocations are specific to
English culture and people. He concluded that students should be cautious and refuse to
surrender from the first attempt to the direct translation of any collocation, or else they would

commit serious mistakes at times.

Aws Muayad & Mohamad Yasin (2015) have written a study examines the effect of
mother tongue interference on the translation of English collocations into Arabic among Iragi
EFL students. The results show that Iraqi EFL learners were incompetent in collocations
pattering and they tended to associate words inappropriately. This is evident in the fact that
67% of participants failed to achieve the pass mark, and only 33% showed an acceptable level
of understanding and translation. In most cases, errors were made due to the tendency to
literally translate the text and teachers of English as a foreign language in Iraq should pay great

attention to collocations during the translation phase.
Corpus & Methodology:

This study aims at analyzing the translation of collocations in literary texts. Two English

novels with their Arabic translations were chosen to be the corpus. They are;

1- Hearr of Darkness, By Joseph Conrad; translated by Harb Mohammed Shaheen (2004).The
novel consists of three chapters (pages 131). Chapter one was chosen for analysis (pages 2-

49).

2-Homage to Catalonia, by George Orwell; translated by Abdulhameed Al- Hassan (2002). The
novel consists of fourteen chapters (pages 138). Chapter six was chosen for analysis (pages

46-53).

____________________________________________________________________________________________ |
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To have reliable findings and draw accurate conclusions, the researcher has confirmed and

analyzed 151 collocations. Through the discussion of each strategy, only two or three

collocations can be taken as example.

Methodology:

Collocations were identified in the chosen chapters (the source texts). Oxford-
Collocations-Dictionary, a dictionary for students of English was used for checking and
verifying the selected collocations as well as 7he BB/ Combinatory Dictionary of English, Your
Guide to Collocations and Grammar. Various collocations were examined along with their
translations, and to see how the translators deal with them, how they represent them in the T
T, and what kind of strategies they adopted. Thus, collocations are examined along with their
translations. Then, they were categorized according to the translation strategy that was used,
i.e. whether they are translated literally, or by any other strategy that proposed by Vinay &
Darbelnet.

The strategies that were used to translate the collocations were investigated by looking
at the way the translator provided the translation .The number and percentage of collocations
translated by each strategy identified are calculated to rank them according to their frequency.
The most-used strategy is determined as the most frequent strategy used in translating
collocations in literary texts. Finally, conclusions are drawn to provide a general view of

strategies used to translate collocations in literary texts.

Discussion & Analysis:

Translators deal with collocation indifferent way. They selected different strategies to
translate them. This seems to depend on the kind of the source text collocation and the kind of
the target language collocation. (151) collocations were found in the corpus and discussion is

provided below.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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The translation strategies chosen by the translator affect the meaning of the T T.
Translation strategies play a vital role in carrying a complete and effective meaning in a way
that keeps the cultural and stylistic features of the text. Translators play a major role in shaping
the target text. The decisions they make as to which procedure to adopt and which strategy to
opt for the final product of the translation. Vinay and Darbelnet (cited in Munday)
distinguished seven translation procedures which are used by the translator. They are divided
into two groups: a- Direct translation; borrowing, calque, and literal translation. b- /ndirect
translatior: transposition, modulation, equivalence and adaptation(g)

The strategies that are used in the study are discussed starting from the highest
occurrence to the lowest with two examples of the collocations for each strategy.

Table (1) below summarizes the statistics of those strategies.

Table (1): Numbers and percentages of strategies used in translating collocations

Strategy Number Percentage
1 Literal translation 62 41.1%
2 Modulation 27 17.8%
3 Transposition 19 12.6%
4 Equivalence 12 8%
5 Combination of strategies 11 7.3%
6 Deletion 9 6%
7 Explicitation 6 3.9%
8 Paraphrasing 5 3.3%
Total 151 100%
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1-Literal translation

Literal translation is word for word translation which Vinay and Darbelnet describe it as
being the most common translation procedure used between two languages of the same
family and culture. According to them, literal, or word for word, translation is “the direct
transfer of a SL text into a grammatically and idiomatically appropriate TL text in which the

, e . . . .. . u (9
translators’ task is limited to observing the adherence to linguistic servitudes of the TL. ©

Newmwrk believes that "literal translation to be the basic translation procedure, both in
communicative and semantic translation." His main point about literal translation is that
"literal translation is held to be the best approach in both semantic and communicative
translation: In communicative as in semantic translation provided that equivalent effect is
secured. The literal word-for-word translation is not only the best, it is the only valid method of

. (10
translation,” .

"a flash of lightning' (Heart of darkness, 6) is translated into &, 409, the surprise attack
(Homage to Catalonia, 48) is translated to ;s Lall f:a_g-.{‘.”. Another example, "a military
camp" (Heart of Darkness. 7) is translated into (§,Suc @i

This strategy is used in translating 41.1% (62) of the collocations.
2-Modulation

Modulation is a variation of the form of the message, obtained by a change in the point
of view. This change can be justified when, although a literal, or even transposed, translation
results in a grammatically correct utterance. It is considered unsuitable, unidiomatic or

awkward in the TL(H)

e
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This strategy means to change the semantic and the point of view of the SL collocation.
It can be obligatory and optional. An example is translating the collocation” fresh warer" (Heart
of Darkness, 9) into —Jall ¢W|. Here the modulation is the change of the point of view.
Another example, the translation of " fresh air'" (Heart of Darkness, 27) into (Jilall p.Hu.Ul, here

also the modulation is the change of the point of view.

In the previous two examples, when the adjective freshis used about water it means not
salt, not sea water which means in Arabic @l 4¢ «ode But when it is used about air, it
L2

means clean and cool which means in Arabic jiaiwe (Jde ¢ 3l A5

This means the variation of the form of the passage, obtained by a change in the point

of view of the translators.
This strategy is used in translating 17.8% (27) of the collocations.
3-Transposition

Newmark defined transposition as "a translation procedure involving a change in the
grammar from SL to 7L According to Vinay & Darbelnet "transposition involves replacing
one word class with another without changing the meaning of the message." ) That is a
substitution of one part of speech by another. Generally, transposition is a replacement of a
source language grammatical unit by a different TL one when restructuring the form. Any
translation involves some modifications and changes on the linguistic level, because of

structural and syntactic differences between the two languages involved.

Vinay & Darbelnet list at least ten different categories, such as: verb —noun, adverb

—verb, the change from singular to plural, the change in the position of the adjective, etc.

____________________________________________________________________________________________ |
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Transposition involves changing the word class in a way that does not change the meaning of

the message. It can be: obligatory and optional. "the battles of the sea'(Heart of Darkness,
4)(the+ noun +of + genitive) which is translated into &,=Jl <Jylall (noun + adjective )the
word the seais translated tod,=l. The translation was carried out by moving from noun to
adjective, in order to have a coherent target text. The translators must, therefore, choose to
carry out a transposition if the translation thus obtained fits better into the utterance, or allows

. . as
a particular nuance of style to be retained "’

English word order usually demands obligatory transposition in Arabic. For instance, an
English 'adjective + noun' is, in most cases, rendered in Arabic by a 'noun + adjective": "deep

shadow"(Heart of Darkness, 13) which is composed of (adjective + noun) is
translated to 3see Jb (noun+t adjective)

Another example " church bells" (Homage to Catalonia, 47) which is translated to !,
wl&Ithe translation was passed from singular chAurch into plural W3USI! This strategy is
used in translating 12.6% (19) of the collocations. An optional modulation can be choosing
one alternative out of two translations available in the target language. In the previous

example: "deep shadow"(Heart of Darkness, 13) the translation could also be JMb 45,02
.
4-Equivalence

Vinay and Darbelnet stressed that" one and the same situation can be rendered by two
texts using completely different stylistic and structural methods." (o Jakobson (cited in

Munday) discusses the notion of equivalence in meaning and states that "The translator

recodes and transmits a message received from another source. Thus translation involves two

____________________________________________________________________________________________ [ 20
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equivalent messages in two different codes”. He points out that "there is ordinarily no full
equivalence between code-units". a” According to him the problem of meaning and
equivalence focuses on the differences in the structure and terminology of languages. So
equivalence means to achieve an equal level of meaning and structure between the source and
the target texts. It means that the target text must match the source text as fully as possible.

The collocation "Good service' (Heart of Darkness,4) is translated into
bl Sleuz]! the adjective Goodis translated into Akl

The Arabic version is not widely recognized collocation. It can be called semi-collocation
or just translation. Equivalence can also mean opting for a non-collocation in the target
language. There are cases where the source text collocations are translated into one word that
represents a target text equivalent of the source text word combination. e.g." shook hands"
(Heart of Darkness, 14) is translated into  i=dlo ,"Black men"(Heart of Darkness ,23) is

translated to z9% "strike camp" (Heart of Darkness, 30) is translated into p._g”'..z_?.ﬂ,
"warm enough'(Homage to Catalonia, 48) is translated to 4,8(.

This strategy is used in translating 8% (12) of the collocations.

5-Combination of Strategies

This strategy means that translators use more than one strategy. "the centre of the
earth' (Heart of Darkness, 18) is translated into &us,¥ 3,501 5S,0 ,using both transposition
and explicitation. In "smash the windows" (Homage to Catalonia, 46) which is translated to
d8lgdl jam #l>; ey, using both explicitation by adding ,a»y zL>; and transposition by
moving from verb smash to noun @3 . This method is used in translating 7.3 % (11) of the

collocations.

____________________________________________________________________________________________ |
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6-Deletion

&S

4_\'”‘01

This strategy is used in translating 6% (9) of the collocations. Deletion is found to be of

two tyPQSZ

1. Full deletion, which means the whole collocation, is dropped, i.e. providing no translation. It
seems that there is no apparent reason for selecting for this procedure. For example, "were the

questions you heard night and day from Spaniard and Englishman alike"(Homage to

Catalonia, 47) (s1gw a> e 119 oLl Laylay (&1 Aliwdll e 2iKS).

2. Partial deletion is when one element (or more) of the source text collocation is dropped in
the translation into the target text. The deleted part does not affect the whole meaning of the
original collocation. The collocation "real feeling' (Heart of Darkness, 38) is translated into
92! which is the translation of feeling while realis deleted. Another example" a scrap of
paper' (Homage to Catalonia, 46) is translated into 43 y9 which is the translation of paperwhile

a scrap ofis deleted.
7-Explicitation

The concept of explicitation was first introduced by Vinay and Darbelnet (cited in Baker
& Saldanha) who defined it as ‘a stylistic translation technique which consists of making
explicit in the target language what remains implicit in the source language because it is

v (18)

apparent from either the context or the situation.’ One of the reasons that explicitation is

used in translation is to make up for the loss of meaning or to have a more target language-

oriented structure.

An example of explicitation is the translation of "went home"(Heart of Darkness,

____________________________________________________________________________________________ [ 2



wuolall 2 _oll] 5.—» i SF ok ki 2 P ‘é\)‘
- g dugalll Slwlally s |7
2020 J—l l ) iiéés l\sN;né%\sL:; L kAN el

33)into Y1 @by JI o

Also "unexploded shells" (Heart of darkness, 46) is translated into

Lpd Bodix)) D99 ‘:...\.QJJ:r_a_d‘X ‘._.g\.” Jstall

The underlined words in the previous collocations are needed to provide a coherent

target text. This strategy is used in translating 3.9% (6) of collocations.
8-Paraphrasing

This procedure means to give an explanation of the word in the target language in order
to produce the real meaning of the statement in the source language expression. "flarrer
noses'(Heart of Darkness, 8) is translated intolbLus! AS1 Lagsl ¢Sy ]! .The translation
gives a meaning according to the context. "darr and vanish'(Heart of Darkness, 20) is
translated to (x> oy 1,5 zuaiy @G @3 Another example " centuries old'( Heart of

darkness, 19) is translated into . (y9,5 duc J| lade g2y
This strategy is used in translating 3.3 %( 5) of collocations.
Conclusion:

As stated earlier, this study aims at investigating the translation of lexical collocations in
literary texts. The corpus of this study was collected from two English novels that are
translated into Arabic. The study has attempted to answer the three questions. The answer to
the first question (What happens to collocations when they are translated?) is that, in most
cases the collocations are reproduced literally. They are also modified by using modulation,
transposition or equivalence strategy. In some cases, collocations end up as non-collocations

in the target text. The reasons behind that are probably the kind of TL equivalent available and

e |
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the context. The answer to the second question (how do translators deal with coIIocations?) is

that translators deal with collocations in different ways, selecting different strategies to
translate them. This depends on the kind of the source text collocation and the kind of the
target language collocation. The choices made by the translator range from choosing literal to
idiomatic translation. The answer to the third question (what strategies do translators adopt in
translating collocations in literary texts?) is that they choose many strategies, including literal
translation 41.1% , modulation 17.8%, transposition 12.6% equivalence 8%, a combination of
strategies 7.3% ,deletion 6%, explicitation 3.9% and paraphrasing 3.3%. The findings of this
study suggest that literal translation is the most frequent strategy used by translators and the

second top strategies are modulation and transposition.
Recommendations:

Translation requires exactness on the part of the translator so as to avoid carrying
inappropriate collocation and possibly an incorrect meaning to the target audience. In
translating collocation, a good translator elicits the same emotional response in the reader as
the source text does in its readers. Translators must be careful in using the various strategies in
translating collocations in literary texts. They are well advised to avoid carrying over source-
language collocation patterns which are untypical of the target language, unless there is a very
good reason for doing so. The translators of collocations in literary texts feel obliged to
reproduce every possible aspect of meaning conveyed in the source text, regardless of where
the source collocations are likely to have any significance in the Arabic context. They should
realize that collocations can be culture specific items which need extra care through their

translations into the target language.

____________________________________________________________________________________________ [ 2
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Appendix
Collocations in the source texts and their translations into Arabic
Heart of Darkness (Chapter 1)

Number ST Collocation Arabic Translation
1 periods of separation Byl ol
2 old fellows Loloiat! By
3 sunken cheeks osle (s
4 yellow complexion Lol Bydny
5 astraight back sdius pl>
6 the sun sank o) osle
7 red flames ol
8 A box of dominoes el Lad Boiue
9 Good service PN IEAPRES |
10 abiding memories Bl by Sl
11 the rest of home a0 aglsell waylis ) cuasladl
12 the battles of the sea Ly dl ylall
13 The sun set el cole
14 the dusk fell Gl > >
15 a great stir Body (wadyd
16 a casual stroll Gyl 4ays
17 aflash of lightning By Linag
18 the colour of smoke Ol dslss
19 a bundle of hay ol cpe dagS
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20 old times Byladl oLes¥l
21 a military camp NILOMPVEN
22 good friends sl sBuol
23 the palm of the hand adl Ce
24 The director of companies a8 ad) pae
25 flatter noses s st A8 Lol 09Say uddl
26 the great city [T
27 alongsilence Ceagall cpo Aol 548
28 a hesitating voice palie gy
29 the poor chap oS! el
30 Fresh water odall (W
31 the hardest work Jos casl
32 a white patch slag dad,
33 big river S |y
34 a place of darkness i o Lellae oL
35 very quick 43508 Aoy
36 aglorious idea dal, 5,59
37 the old chap Sgzmadl da
38 the white man oandl ]l
39 the Company’s offices & il ol
40 deep shadow Guos b
41 deserted street ade gyl
adeadsilence CrasaS Guban Cuais @i > &
42 "
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43 a purple patch Ol Aiilga,l Aad,
44 A door opened oLl mud

45 shook hands Cedlias

46 quick glance dablzl 8,k

47 along way dsglall 4l I

48 ayoung chap olé

49 acup of tea SLad! (e Lilmid

50 good fortune Haad Ay Lol Compnly
51 the centre of the earth Ao 1 5,801 5800

52 a blue sea B

53 centuries old 09,8 bue | lacie dgay
54 a great comfort sl

55 fresh air Jubadl @l

56 dartand vanish o> day |y Tads (i @
57 small flame | ... S N —
58 white smoke oandl ols !

59 ayoung man B g

60 great precision didiag 43,80

61 considerable bitterness ¥ 8L (e @5 Axlg
62 Arocky cliff Srdo ydxin

63 a puff of smoke 4ulso Llxw

64 black men z9%

65 think suddenly Jbe s

66 the bursting shells pdall s
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67 carrying arifle A3t Jasy
68 rocky slope SrFuo Hd=in
69 Black shapes £lague JI8C&T
70 the dim light eiall s gl
71 the gleam of the eyes Ogeall dnag
72 a great weariness daddl Glayyl
73 guard against O s 4,89
74 apple-pie order Gds S8 da o
75 manufactured goods Laiall piladl
76 high desk Adladl adglls
77 sick person oame =)
78 a high stool pai ) sade
79 flies buzzed ok LAl
80 the sick man oas ! da ]l
81 buzz of flies b enbs
82 perfectly correct Loled Ammesn
83 heavy loads atll JlesY!
84 bare feet Alall alasyl
85 strike camp eS|
86 alongtime Jisbs a5
87 the long grass Lokl bl
88 the general manager pladl pudl
89 middle size Lolall Juias
90 went home Al dibog I oy




ot o Pl 1
2620 0 71 e I
91 little thing Aall el
92 tropical diseases A lgiul o)yl
93 round table 8yl gllaltl
94 cotton print ol iledlly
95 a door opening b
96 murmur of voices Q‘}pi Ceded
97 a hooked nose Bgine aily
98 real feeling BrewAl
99 a lighted torch Luan Maidia
100 really surprised GiAel 48 Ldandly
101 great fun L s
102 pouring water U S
103 the faint sounds ECE|ES (AP
104 adeep sigh dgac 0,95
105 felta hand o CGyad
106 afalse idea Luw 5,88
107 loose dirt g3y byl 48
108 the great river 2SIl
109 primeval forest asladl el
110 the young fool el oladl
111 alongtime gl 548
112 night and day Lhleo M
113 afresh departure yaw Jl
114 Good night &l el

2o |
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115 imperfect manners ELTDAN IRV E-JOPN
116 agood worker A Jole
117 young children seadl glasy (3 ¥
118 pigeon flying plexdl pudasy
119 great care 45508 Ll
120 a low voice Al Cigay
121 the virgin forest elydadl 4ladl
122 areasonable tone Ugaaoe dxd
123 awhite man Law! M,
124 short legs s
125 day long peedl Jlsls
Homage to Catalonia (Chapter 6)

Number ST Collocation Arabic Translation
126 blue skies 18,5 elga
127 The winter barley Soidd! paidl
128 vegetable gardens sbasdl il
129 a poor specimen daga s diye
130 One day fl;}!l |
131 stray bullets EDA TN IR N
132 a country house S oy b
133 smash the windows Llgdl jam zloy palases
134 romantic tales Luile gl lailad!
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135 special orders EONESIAY
136 church bells oSS el
137 a lighted match ol slgel ¢ g
138 fertile fields Lasll Jgaz]|
139 nightand day e ol
140 Regular Army EYIENA TS
141 the surprise attack izl agz !
142 freezing point PSP
143 warm enough 43K
144 packets of tea gladl e
145 a tin of biscuits CogSudl (o Ade
146 ascrap of paper 43 59
147 a packet of cigarettes leadl e dde
148 large buildings Oliedae Olsles
149 unexploded shells Led Bgdndl 3929 pual jzais ¥ (1 Jsliall
150 a hand grenade Loy Ad
151 Farm buildings Lesylse
Footnotes:

1- Hatim, B. & Munday, ). Translation: An Advanced Resource Book. Routledge, London, 2004,

p.3

2- Hasan Ghazala, Translation as Problems and Solutions, Dar El-llm Lilmalayin, Beirut,

Lebanon, special edition, 2008, p.106.
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3-Mona Baker, /n Other Words: A course book on Translation. Routledge. London, 1992, p. 47.

s
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4- Hasan Ghazala, 2008, p.106.

5- Peter Newmark A Textbook of Translation, Prentice Hall, New York, 1988, p. 140
6- Mona Baker, 1992, p. 54-63.

7- Hasan Ghazala, 2008, p. 106-115

8- Jeremy Munday, /ntroducing Translation Studies, Theories and applications. Routledge,

London and New York, 2001, p. 56-58.

9- Jean-Paul Vinay & Jean Darbelnet, Comparative Stylistics of French and English, A
methodology for translation , Translated and edited by Juan Sager & M. Hamel, Benjamins

Translation Library, Amsterdam, 1995, p. 33.
10- Jeremy Munday, 2001, p. 45.

11- Jean-Paul Vinay & Jean Darbelnet, 1995, p. 36.

12- Munir Baalbaki, A- Mawrid a modern English —Arabic dictionary, Dar El-llm Lil Malayin.
Beirut, Lebanon, 1993 p. 369.

13- Peter Newmark, 1988, p. 55.

14- Jean-Paul Vinay & Jean Darbelnet, 1995, p. 36.

15- ibid, 1995, p. 36.

16-ibid, 1995, p. 38.

17- Jeremy Munday, 2001, p. 37.

18- Mona Baker & Saldanha G, Routledge Encyclopedia of Translation studies, Routledge,

London and New York, 2" ed, 2009, p. 104.
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The Purpose of Education and Class Inequalities in British Educational

System: A Study of Alan Bennett’s The History Boys
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Abstract:

The debate about the purpose of education seems endless. It varies according to
various impulses related to social, religious, political and scientific contexts. Literature
also has its recognized contribution. Thus, the aim of this paper is to investigate the
purpose of education as reflected in Alan Bennett's play The History Boys. Using the
cultural perspective, the research paper sheds light on different styles of teaching used
by three teachers; each of them represents a different approach to teaching and to
education in general. It also investigates class inequality in British education system as

also reflected in the play.

Key Words: Education, History, Literature, Alan Bennett.
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Introduction:

In all parts of the world and in almost every culture, education is very important to a
person’s future. But why is it so important? What is the purpose of the education that we get
from the early stages of our life into adulthood? This debate about the purpose of education

does not seem to have an end. Should a person get education to be prepared for the
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workplace, or should education be more focused on social, academic, cultural and intellectual

. 1
development that produces good cmzens?( ).

People, especially teachers, have different opinions concerning the real purpose of
education inside classrooms and also in school in general. It is important to know that other
people, say colleagues, administrators, supervisors, and parents may all have different points
of view about the purpose of education. One of the old views is that schools have to prepare
students to be functional adults in their everyday lives. Reading writing, and
doing mathematics are the basics of a student's education. Another old belief which is held by

many is creating thoughtful adults, who will be able to practice their social and political roles.

One of the fundamental goals of education is learning how to learn. Schools should
teach students how to get knowledge after leaving school. Thus, understanding how to solve
problems is essential for future success. School lessons teach students how to be successful in
their future by having good social behaviours like getting to work on time, dressing and
behaving properly, getting their work done properly, and dealing with others in a cooperative
manner, which is seen, together with solving problems, by many professionals as the most
important skills needed for workplace. After all, the debate goes on; what is it that should be
taught? And how? What are the teaching techniques and strategies that teachers should follow

to achieve their goals of teaching?.

This paper aims at investigating the purpose of education as reflected in Alan
Bennett's play 7he History Boys. It sheds light on different styles of teaching used by three
teachers, each of whom represents a different approach to teaching and to education in

general. It also investigates class inequality in British education system as also reflected in the
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Alan Bennett, born in 1934 in England, is a British playwright who was best known
for The Madness of George Il and The History Boys. Bennett's work scrutinised the British
class system, propriety, and England’s north-south cultural split revealing alarming and

comical results simultaneously.

Bennett's first play was Forty Years On. His exceptional talent was his translation of
the ordinary into tragicomic dramas, and he could employ his distinctive light touch even
when writing about knowledgeable heavy weights such as Wittgenstein or Kafka. He was
skilful in creating an authentic dialogue for the “ordinary people” and in depicting the manners
of middle and upper classes. Bennett's diverse talents that pleased his audiences led critics to

identify him as one of the leading playwrights of the day.

Bennett's play 7he History Boys earned him both the Critics’ Circle Theatre Award and the
Laurence Olivier Award for best new play. The play was set in Yorkshire in the 1980s and it
highlighted a clash of values between two teachers tutoring a boys’ class through their
preparation for entrance examinations to Oxford University. The play was successful both as a
serious criticism of Britain’s education system—then and now—and as a splendidly comic
show business”. The History Boyswas followed by a film version, which won six Tony

Awards. Bennett also published various novellas and short-story collections.

Bennett is one of the authors who discussed the social and political changes of the 1980s
that made considerable changes to the education system whose aim was to create a ‘'market’
for education. Schools started competing with each other to attract 'customers' (students). The
idea was that "bad" schools would lose students to the "good” schools. So they have to either

improve their performance or reduce in capacity and then close.
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The reforms included the introduction of The National Curriculum which became
compulsory for schools. Before teaching certain subjects and curricula, schools had had the
freedom to choose their own subjects. National curriculum assessments were also introduced
and it was officially known as Standard Assessment Tests (SATS). Besides, formula funding
meant that the more children a school attracts to it, the more financial support it would

receive.

Parents, again, were able to choose the school for their children and use the open
enrolment. Most schools could withdraw from local government control and
become scholarship-maintained schools, thus, receiving funding direct from central
government. The government offered more money than the school would usually get from the
local authority. Religious education was reformed; the law stated that the majority of collective

worship should be "wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character”.

Two education laws are important to elucidate the origins of today’s education systems.
The first one, known as ‘The Scottish Act, is distinguished by the obligatory school attendance
from the age of 5to 12. The second one, born in 1944, is distinguished by exempting students
from tuition fees. It was at this time that the triple system was introduced in British education
system, which in turn led to what is known as technical, grammar and modern schools. It is
important to note here that in 1988 the national curriculum was applied in British schools,
with English, Maths, Science, and Religion being compulsory subjects. So it was compulsory
for children to go to school from 5 to 11 years old as a ‘primary stage’, and then a specific

education would be offered to end at the age of 16.

There is, still, a variety of schools available to British students that could be divided into

three sections the most important of which is the ‘Independent schools’ that have their own
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‘curriculum and admission policies’. This variety distinguishes the British education system

from other systems in the world.
2. The Purpose of Education as Reflected in The History Boys

Some of the play’s raised questions concern the general purpose of knowledge and
education could be: Is education needed to be practically beneficial in order to help students
pass exams and be quantifiably fruitful? Or is it needed to motivate personal development and
wisdom, and thus supports students in their life experiences? To answer this and other
questions that can trigger in our minds, we have to shed light on the different teaching
techniques adopted by the fictional teachers in the play that reflect three different perspectives

to the educational system.

Bennett's play reveals the changes that took place in the educational policies and
approaches during Margret Thatcher’s rule in the 1980s and raises several issues about the
nature of education and knowledge that remain significant nowadays. Two chief perspectives

can be detected in the play, though a third important one can also be inferred.

The two major perspectives detected in the play are embodied in the modern technique
that depends on grand narratives and that of the postmodern that depends on performativity
and productivity. The clash between the two methods of teaching is represented in the
opposing ideas about education adopted by the teacher of general studies Hector and the
history teacher Irwin. It is a clash between the “presentation” of education and the
“commodification” of education. Furthermore, Mrs Lintott, the teacher of history, provides a

L . .. . (3
criticism of the educational system from a feminist perspective
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2.1. Hector

Hector is a teacher of literature and general studies. He teaches knowledge lacking any
practical application. The title of his course is “a verbal fig-leaf”, while the mild expression is
General Studies which he considers to be a euphemism that hides the true nature of his
lessons. Hector is said to represent the “old guard” of British education. For him, education is a
way to assist one’s own growth and help relieve emotional pain. Hector teaches the boys to
memorize poetry by heart so that it can help them with the inevitable difficulties of life. In his
classes, the students often act scenes from plays or movies. Hector believes that the ability to
inspire and enlighten the students has to be the most important. He adopts education for
education’s sake, and puts great emphasis on arts, so he rejects formal syllabus, timetables and

lesson plans. His students became good not only in quoting, but also in acting and singing.

Hector’s teaching has no practical purpose. One student, Timms, describes Hector’s
teaching technique to Irwin: “Mr Hector’s stuff's not meant for the exam, sir. It's to make us

“® This method will not help the students get into prestigious

more rounded human beings
universities. He always tells the boys that prestigious universities will not necessarily give them
contentment; after achieving a certain level of success, life still goes on. Therefore, it is not

mandatory to serve the requirements of the educational establishments or any social systems

but rather to serve the personal needs outside these systems.

Hector employs the grand narrative or modern technique to enlighten the students or, as
his student says, “making the students more rounded human beings"(s). His adoption of this
method indicates the freedom that academics have in choosing the education policies they
think to be beneficial. They do not let other social systems determine the content of their

education or their role inside the educational systems. However, this method proved

____________________________________________________________________________________________ |



puolall :a_oll| 5 Bl ki 2| & ‘/‘\)‘

il | Sllally
2020 J_uyl | Sualls Bapchl il | S

(l [\\\) 2708 5783 ISSN: 2707-5508 | i.5y ’,a
inconvenient according to the new political and economic climate that subjects aII aspects of

life to the demands of the market, seeing education as a product that should cover the market
needs. Hector's method, the modern method, is considered an old style compared with the

contemporary policies that have different criteria for knowledge and education.

Hector's method goes in opposing direction with the new economic, social and political
context since his teaching does not produce quantifiable or measurable results. Of course,
there are some results, but they cannot be seen in terms of profitability and productivity that
dominate the new educational climate which requires statistical results to be assessed on the
basis of the new assessment methods introduced into the educational systems. So these
results cannot be judged as useful or efficient. Beside the new assessment methods, there
appeared the league tables that pushed all schools to compete to get high positions on these

tables. As the Headmaster put it:

It is not that he does not produce results. He does. But they are unpredictable and
unquantifiable and in the current educational climate that is no use. He well may be
doing his job but there is no method that | know of that enables me to assess the job

that he is doing(S)

Education is no longer an independent system; it has been a part of the social system: a
subsystem that has to serve the requirements of the basic system. Thus, individuals have to be
well qualified to achieve the goals of this system. Educational systems are now to be defined in
terms of the norms and standards of the neoliberal logic. This logic has its own criteria that
have to be fulfilled and this is what Hector could not understand. Hector is strongly opposed to
the results-oriented teaching method in which knowledge is considered successful if it is
skilfully used by students in exams and interviews, if it helps schools gain a considerable

number of scholarships, and if it raises schools high on the league tables.
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With the motorcycle accident which leaves Irwin crippled and Hector dead, the play in its
end comes down on the side that knowledge and education are essential as ways to deal with
life’s unpleasant arbitrariness. However, Mrs Lintott perceives that some of Hector’s students
ended up having unsatisfying lives; they have an erroneous sense that art can protect
them. Posner, for example, the student who most entirely adopts Hector’s attitudes, ends up
lonely, with little material success compared with his classmates. Hector’s final words at the
end of the play, words that seem to come from beyond the grave, are that the boys should
“pass the parcel. That's sometimes all you can do. Take it, feel it and pass it on”". Though it
was not clear in the play what is it exactly to take and pass, most of his phrases were a bit
vague. But Hector knows very well that the game of success is small and insufficient in the face
of our ultimate mortality. The idea is to use literature and history as tools to more enjoyable

and pleasant life

2.2. Irwin

On the other extreme of the play’s major question we have the school’s Headmaster, who
sees education in practical terms. He strongly wants his students to join high rated universities,
particularly Oxford and Cambridge, in order to promote the profile of his school and gain more
prosperity and prestige. For these reasons, the Headmaster brings a new university graduate,

Irwin, to prepare the students to compete for seats at Oxford and Cambridge(g)‘

Irwin’s teaching principles and his approach to history are in accordance with the
changing perspectives on education. He is supported by the school headmaster who adopts

educational reforms of the neoliberal logic of the 1980s.

Irwin develops a special technique to make the students more competitive candidates to

university scholarships. He represents a kind of objectivity and stimulates the students to take
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a different attitude towards history, even if they do not believe in the truth of their argument,

or to find unconventional ways to answer expectable exam questions.

Having a different attitude to history can distinguish the students from other candidates
who will offer expected answers to common exam questions. At first, the students dealt
suspiciously with Irwin’s method because they believe it is not right to have such an attitude to
history that is different from the official versions of the past. One student, Scripps, describes
Irwin’s method as follows: “For purposes of the examination, truth is, if not an irrelevance, then
so relative as just to amount to another point ofview"(g). However, they accept Irwin's teaching
at the end and employ his technique to provide answers to the entrance exam questions. Now,
Irwin’s method taught the students to challenge both the authorized version of history and the
authority that made it. He wants them to think outside the box. It was a move that was allowed
neither by Hector nor by Mrs Lintott. The student Dakin says: “I didn't know that you were

. . . n(10)
allowed to call art and literature into question

. In contrast, proposing a new viewpoint
about historical truths which have already been established turns out to be ethically
questionable when raising the issue of the Holocaust and this was something rejected by
Hector who refused to make the common dominant version of history just relative. This
approach is more experimental and gives less importance to the literature and arts which are

so valuable to Hector. Irwin believes that those disciplines are auxiliary and that they are

intended to support an argument, nothing more.

This wide gap between the two teachers’ approaches is most clearly realized in the
scene in which they argued with the boys about the appropriateness of using the Holocaust as
an exam topic. Hector, as well as Dakin, is horrified at the thought of it, saying that any attempt

would be reductive regardless of how respectful the attempt is. For Dakin, the issue is personal
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as he lost some of his relatives in the Holocaust and is not able to see the humanity of trying to
look at it with anything other than horror. In contrast, Irwin feels that the issue can be studied

objectively without the typical emotional reactions that the event evokes.

For both; Headmaster and Irwin, this is a matter of commodification which is the
standard criteria of the current dominant climate; the climate that subjects all aspects of life to
the demands of the market. Their aim is to impress the entrance exam committee to earn the
school as many university scholarships as possible and thus raise the school profile, although
the official version of the Holocaust issue is also dominant in the educational system. So
Irwin’s technique is oriented towards producing performative and commodifiable knowledge
to the students. Yet, for Irwin, his technique is not just making clever discussions, but rather
identifying, selecting, and ordering the particular facts which will be cleverly presented. It is
not simply, as one of his students describes, turning the knowledge upon its head. Itis, in fact,
more complex and aims to, as Scripps comments, “find a proposition, invert it, and then look

around for proofs"m).

As mentioned earlier, what makes Irwin’s technique valid is that it will help the students
attend prestigious universities and make the school more competitive by assigning it a high
position in leagues tables. A part from that, this method resembles the teaching method at
university; the more you read, the stronger your arguments will be. It is important to mention
here that Irwin is not against Mr Hector’s or Mrs Lintott's methods for he knows that both

methods are essential for the students’ exams.

2.3. Lintott
Like Hector, Mrs Lintott’s approach, the lecturing method, does not allow the students

to think outside the box. She teaches history and represents the teaching style that has
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dominated the educational system since the national curriculum was introduced into schools.

In her course, the boys acquired the desired knowledge of history needed to achieve a high
score in the examinations, but they actually do not take part in the material itself. For her,
teaching is getting the students memorize the required knowledge and then throw it up in the

exam.

In this point, Mrs Lintott’s teaching method is like Hector’s. They are not profitable
according to the new educational policy. On the other hand, it resembles Irwin’s method in
that each of them has a different attitude to history, knowing that there is always another
version of it, although Mrs Lintott sticks to the official version only. What she does in her
classes is conveying the official facts to her students in a well-organized manner; the official
facts that exclude women from power positions. She always says that facts are facts and
history is history, not drama"". This method has its negative effects at the long term. It shapes
the students way of thinking, and thus their identity because they study the knowledge that
people in power positions want them to study, with all its deficiencies, limitations, and hidden

facts.

Mrs Lintott’s method of memorizing and then repeating the information, regardless
the type of information, does not in fact improve the students’ intelligence because the nature
of the exam questions make the students remember the information for a short time just to
forget it when they finish the exam. Students learn for the sake of the exams only; they do not
gain long-term information. Students who find difficulty studying in this way will be
discouraged. However, this does not mean that they are less intelligent than other students. A
typical example is dyslexic students. Many dyslexic students are very intelligent but they

cannot achieve high marks in the exam because they are not able to express themselves as
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required in the exam. We have heard of great scientists or writers who had not been good
students at schools and who had even been dismissed from schools. From this we can deduce
that the schooling system does not always get the best of students. Intelligent students leave
schools with low confidence because they are named low-achieving students as they do not

match the dominant schooling system.

To conclude with this part, the three teachers’ methods are important and they can be
integrated to produce the best results, Mrs Lintott provides the students with the basic
knowledge they need, though this knowledge by itself is not sufficient; Mr Hector’s dialectical
method teaches the students how to think quickly, innovatively, and creatively; he teaches
them how to argue using the basic knowledge they have been taught; and Irwin, by his
rhetorical method, teaches them how to impress others by their arguments when they adopt

unusual points of view.

3. ClassInequality in British Education System

After the educational reforms of the 1980s, inequality in British schools appeared to
have increased; fewer children of poor families could attend highly ranked schools. Fearing
from narrowing their curriculum and funding, schools started behaving in “selfish” ways to

protect their own interests due to the system of winners and losers.

Education is also more affected by socio-economic inequality more than any other
government policy. Socio-economic inequality is clearly reflected in 7he History Boys. Bennett
exposes the unfairness of private education. He has frankly said that inequities between public
and private schools lead to inequalities in university acceptances, and this effectively

maintains the old-fashioned hierarchy in British society(B). The students in the play are in a
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grammar school which means that they do not have to pay to attend. They are intelligent

enough to succeed at Oxford and Cambridge owing to Mrs Lintott's teachings. However, they
need some extra training and skills in order to reach the same level as the private schools
students, who have been preparing for these examinations during their whole study. Private
schools are the most prestigious schools in Britain and they primarily serve richer
students. Irwin always reminds the boys that they will be competing against more advantaged
students, like those who have travelled to Rome, for example, and can talk about that on the

exam.

Knowing their class background, the grammar school boys seem to have a harder road
to success. Rudge, in particular, comes from a working-class family. Throughout the play,
people look down upon him, humiliate him, and think that he will not succeed. His father was
a concierge at Oxford, and this fact eventually helps Rudge get admission. Apparently, Oxford
wants only to make a progress show by accepting the son of a concierge as one of its students.
In this way, Bennett attracts attention to the unfairness of the educational system; wealthy
students will always have the upper hand. Class is generally an obstacle for these students on
their journey to success, but surprisingly, Rudge’s working-class background helps him. The

play thus shows class as one of the invisible factors affecting education.
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