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A Study and an Investigation

Dr. Khalifa Mohammed Suleiman Al-Khalifa”

KM.Alkhalifah@qu.edu.sa

Received date: 09/03/2022 Acceptance date: 10/04/2022

Abstract:

This research aims to study and investigate a book written by Imam Ali bin
Muhammad bin Abdullah Al-Afzari, titled: Riddles with their Explanations, which is one
of the rare books in the field thereof, as it addresses riddles and grammatical mysteries,
including directions for various verses that pose challenges in terms of parsing, language
and meanings. The researcher divided this research into an introduction, a preface and
two sections. The first section is allocated to studying the book, the author and his
writings, the name of the book and its attribute to Al-Afzari, his sources, method
adopted in presenting his scientific materials, and the description of the written copies
with samples. The second section dealt with the investigated text. The researcher
concluded that the investigation of the book under study constitutes revival of a unique
grammatical text, including the language subtleties and tricks, which are difficult to be

grasped by the learners and hardly to be parsed by the specialists.

Keywords: Al-Afzari, Riddles and their Explanations, Grammatical Riddles,

Mysteries.

* Assistant Professor of Linguistics, Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Science and Arts in Al-

Rass, Qassim University, Saudi Arabia.
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Abstract:

This study aims to classify the words of Kitab al-Nakhlah applying the ‘Theory of
Semantic Fields” and reveal the relationships between the words of each field. It also
aims to explain Abu Hatim’s approach in the book and clarify the convergence and
differences between his approach and the Theory of Semantic Fields. The research has
concluded with several results; one of the most important results is that Kitab al-
Nakhlahis a good model that proves the Theory of Semantic Fields to have origins back
in the works of early scholars. The researcher classified the words of the book under the
main semantic fields which have been divided into sub-fields. In addition, semantic
relations have emerged between the words of each field. Synonymy is one of the most
important semantic relations in the book because words are pronounced differently in
different dialects. As a result of phonetic changes to each word in different dialects, such
as metathesis and linguistic substitution, some sounds may develop and other forms of
words would arise. Other semantic relationships also appeared, such as, homonym,
antonym, and hyponym.

Keywords: Aba Hatim al-Sijistant, Theory of Semantic Fields, Semantic Relations,

Kitab al-Nakhlah.
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