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An analytical study of three new Sabaic inscriptions found in Al-Irq
Mountain, Al-Hada district, Thamar Governorate, Yemen.
%
Mr. Mohammed Musaed Ahmed Al-Sharaee

Alshrymhmdmsd@gmail.com

Abstract:

This study investigates three new rock Sabaic Musnad- engraved inscriptions
discovered recently in Al-Irq Mountain site (Al-Hinya village), Al-Hada district, Thamar
Governorate. The linguistic aspect of the inscribed lexis and names was studied, and compared
with other common names in ancient Yemeni inscriptions. The three inscriptions were all
about military, war-related issues, where Sabean fought several wars against Himyari tribes.
The study revealed the inscriptions under investigation proved the Sabean-Himyari conflict in
that particular area. It was also concluded that the Yemeni individual was keen on
documenting commemorative inscriptions related to general or personal daily life matters. The
Irg Mount Sabaic inscription 1 suggested that Qushm Tribe of Thamri people belonged to
Sheba Kingdom and took part in fighting wars against Himyari people at the time such
inscriptions were engraved. Al-Irq Mountain was the most important Sabean military camps in
the war against Himyaris. The inscriptions evidenced the centuries-long Sabean-Himyari
conflict. It was also implied that the north and northeast of Al-Hada district constituted the
conflict focal point and the borderline between Sheba Kingdom and Himyar State at that time.

Keywords: Yemeni Inscriptions, Sabean Era, Sheba Kingdom military camps, Yemen.
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