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Abstract:

This study aimed to establish a historical and chronological framework for the Islamic pottery
types discovered in Qurh during the 16th archaeological excavation season conducted by King Saud
University archaeological mission , College of Tourism and Archaeology, Department of Archaeology
in 1440 AH/2019. The study also sought to explain the spatial distribution of these discoveries in
connection to the strategic location of the city of Qurh, on the Sham route, an important artery for the
movement of pilgrims and travelers during the Islamic era, linking Damascus and Mecca. The
typological classification approach was employed to study the pottery samples, based on raw
materials used in production, and then compare them with similar discoveries from other Islamic sites
worldwide. The study revealed that the significant diversity of pottery discoveries confirmed that
Qurh was one of the major ancient trading cities in Wadi Al-Qura, with cultural, civilizational, and
economic ties with various Islamic centers at that time. The pottery samples, some types of which
likely imported from abroad: Syria and Egypt, presented in this study were traced back to the Abbasid
era, specifically the period between the 2nd and 6th centuries AH (8th-12th centuries CE).
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