Received: 03/01/2024 UlJ _Ul ODD

Accepted: 07/02/2024 2

The Transformation of the Sabaean State's Control over Foreign Trade from

Individuals to the State: A Critical Historical Study in Light of an Cuneiform text
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Abstract:

This study examines and analyzes a cuneiform inscription dating back to the 8th
century BCE, attributed to the ruler of the Mari and Suhu regions, "Ninnorta-Kuduri-Ussur."
The significance of this inscription lies in its documentation of the transition of Sheba
Kingdom control over foreign trade from individual to state control. The study is divided into
an introduction and two sections. Section one dealt with the cuneiform text inscription, while
section two focused on the analytical aspect. The comparative analytical approach was utilized
to answer the study problem, pertaining to the question: Does the Ninnorta-Kuduri-Ussur
inscription merely record an event related to a trade caravan that deviated from the official
route, or does it document an important phase in the Sabaean state's control over its economic
resources? The study main findings showed that the inscription indeed chronicled the

transition of control from individuals (merchants) to the state.
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