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Abstract:

This study aims to identify the impact of customary norms on dowry estimation from a
jurisprudential perspective compared with the UAE Personal Status Law, highlighting the concepts of
custom, dowry, and its ruling in Islamic Sharia. The comparative inductive approach was followed.
The study is divided into an introduction, two sections, and conclusions. Section one, comprising two
sub-sections, discussed the nature of customary norm, its types, and influence on deriving rulings.
Sub-section one defined custom literally, functionally , and legally, and clarified its evidentiary value.
Sub-section two covered customary norm classes, pillars and conditions. Section two, further divided
into two subsections, examined dowry concept and the purpose of its legitimacy. Sub-section one
defined dowry literally and functionally, and explained its rationale and purpose. Sub-section two
explored the impact of customs and norms on estimating dowry in the UAE Personal Status Law, in
comparison to Islamic Sharia. The study findings showed that both Islamic jurisprudence and UAE law
referred to custom and convention in their texts in many matters, such as specifying the amount and

nature of alimony, dowry among other things.
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