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Abstract:

This study aimed to examine the state of quarantine in the region of Hejaz, through the writings of
Indian pilgrims arriving by ship to the port of Jeddah during the Hajj seasons in the 13th and 14th centuries AH
(19th and 20th centuries AD). Indian pilgrims documented the hardships they faced regarding the quarantine
procedures during their journey to Hejaz. The study is divided into an introduction and three sections. The
introduction defined quarantine literally and functionally and why it was needed. The first section explored
the Indian Hajj journeys, the second section covered the health conditions in Hejaz based on the writings of
Indian pilgrims. The third section discussed the quarantine in Hejaz. The study results revealed that the
successive governments of Hejaz had worked hard to reform the health conditions in the country, despite the
massive overcrowding during the Hajj season. The Indian pilgrims who visited the Hejaz to perform the Hajj

ritual documented some of the prevailing health conditions in Hejaz at that time.
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