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The French Missions to the Yemeni Ports (1736 — 1709 AD)
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Received date: 15\01\2022 ‘ Accepted date: 21\02\2022 ‘

Abstract:

The research aims to study the French activity in the Yemeni ports in the first half of 18"
century through tracing its commercial and political activity in those sites, in which
France tried to find a foothold in the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden, and the Southern
Arabian seas in general, and in the Yemeni ports and islands in particular. The research
has been divided into an introduction, a preamble, and five themed sections. The first
section discusses the reasons of the French direction toward the ports of South Arabian
Peninsula (Yemeni ports); the second section is concerned with the French people and
the King's Court on the island of Socotra; the third section touches upon the French
destination to Aden to discover the land of coffee; the fourth chapter focuses on Mocha
port as the destination of the voyage; and the fifth section discusses the second French
voyage and the Imam known as $Sahib al-Mawahib. The research concluded that the
British-French conflict over international trade and navigation routes in the south of the

Red Sea was the major drive underlying the French direction to Yemeni ports and lands.

Keywords: Yemeni islands, Aden, Port of Mocha, Sahib al-Mawahib, Coffee trade.

* Assistant Professor of Modern and Contemporary History, Department of History, Faculty of Education of

Applied Sciences and Humanities\ Khawlan, Sana'a University, Republic of Yemen.

Cite this article as: Al- Hemyari, Amal AbdulMoez Saleh, The French Missions to the Yemeni Ports (1736 — 1709 AD),

Arts Journal, Faculty of Arts, Thamar University, Yemen, issue 24, 2022: 506 -536.
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