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A New Monotheistic Sabaean Inscription from the Construction Inscriptions from the

Village of Al-‘Irafa, Yemen: A Study of Its Linguistic, Doctrinal, and Archaeological
Connotations (Al-Barid — Al-‘Irafa 1).

Faisal Mohammed Esmail Al-Barid - }/WJL’U“!/J"?
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Department of Archeology and Museum Faculty of Arts - Dhamar University (Yemen)
faiselalbarid@tu.edu.ye
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2023/09 /03 1My syl

Abstract

The current study examined, analyzed and
studied a monotheistic Sabaean inscription of
construction inscriptions, written on a stone
(new discovery), found in the village of Al-
Arafa, in  Al-Saddah  Directorate (Ibb
Governorate). Those who look at the inscription
notice that it has a  constructional
commemorative nature, speaking in its entirety
about architectural works. The study consisted of
an introduction in which it addressed the
importance of the study and the methodology
followed. The body of the study was divided
into two parts. The first part was devoted to
documenting and studying the inscription (its
description, history, and meaning in Arabic),
tracing its content and linguistic connotations, in
addition to reviewing its topic and extrapolating
its doctrinal connotations. The second part was
devoted to define the spatial source of the
antiquity and the geographical context in which
it is located, in addition to its ancient historical
importance, by addressing the archaeological
remains and historical sources related to that.
The study concluded with a number of results,
the most important of which are: the presence of
words that are rarely mentioned in the published
Mosnad inscriptions. There is a mentioned for a
new palace from the palaces of the Kingdom of
Himyar, which is the Palace of Al-Ghail, which
belongs to a family that had an ancient social
status (leaders of the royal army). The study also
showed the historical importance of the location
of the village of Al-Arafa (the place where the
inscription was found), as it was in the past
within the geographical scope of the city of
Dhofar, the capital of Himyar Kingdom.

Keywords: Sabaean inscription,
Construction, Al-‘Irdafa Village, Dhofar City,
Yemen
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A Sana‘a, University Museum
Ag Inscriptions published by Agbari, F, 2013:167-183.
al-Adi Inscriptions of the Hajar al-'Adi/ Maryama, published by al-Hajj, M, 2015: 71-
105.
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AM Aden, The National Museum (0ie § gbgll ca=sll)
as-Sawda’ Inscriptions of the as-Sawda’ (Ns2n), AL- Jawf - Wadt al-Buhayra, Robin, Ch
and Arbach, M, 2004: 36.
ATM ‘Ataqg Museum (3ic —axio)
‘Abadan Inscriptions of the Wadi ‘Abadan, published by Robin, Ch and Gajda, I,
1994:113-137.
‘Iryab The inscription was discovered in Wadi Dura, in ‘Iryab near Umm Marjala,
Maraqgten, M, 2017: 124.
BaBa Inscriptions published by Bafaqih, M, and Batayi’, A, 2001: 71-72.
Baha’ Inscriptions of the wadi Baha’, Lawdar, published by Gajda, Arbach and
Bron 1998: 101-108.
BR-Hasi Inscriptions of the Hasi (al-Bayda’), published by Bafaqih, M and Robin, Ch,
1979: 11-23.
BynM Baynun, Museum ((gh —a=io)
CIAS Corpus des Inscription et Antiquités Sud- Arabes
CIH Corpus Inscriptionum Semiticarum
CSAI Corpus South Arabian Inscriptions
CT Inscriptions published by Caton Thomson, Ryckmans, G, 1944: 173.
DhM Dhamar, Regional Museum (@x._dé}’\ sl amia)
EPSY Frantsouzoff, Serguei, A, 2015: 75-76.
Fa Inscriptions published by A. Fakhry, A, 1952: 45-47.
Gar Inscriptions published by Garbini, G, 1970: 546-547; 1973: 31-46.
Gr Inscriptions published by Grjaznevi¢, P, 1978:40.
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Ir Inscriptions published by Iryani, M, 1990.
Ja Inscriptions published by Jamme, A, 1962: 231-241.
Kamna Inscriptions of the Kamna, AL- Jawf - Wadi Madhab, published by Robin,

Ch,1992:175-176.

Lahj Inscriptions of the Lahj, published by Robin, Ch, 2012: 356-358.
M Minaic Inscriptions.
MAFRAY-al- Mission Archéologique Frangaise au République Arabe du Yémen.
Mi‘sal Inscriptions of the al-Mi‘sal (al-Bayda’), Robin, Ch,1981: 315- 338; Bafaqh,

M, 1994: 57-77.

MQ-al-Jifjif Inscriptions of the Mission Qataban, published by Robin, Ch, 1998: 140-
143.

MQ-da-Wayn Inscriptions of the Mission Qataban, Arbach, M and Gajda, I, 2002: 293-

306.
MuB Bayhan, Museum (0l iazia)
MSM Military Museum, Sana'a ( s laiue 3 (o) cazill)
Raybuan- Inscriptions of the Temple of dt Hmym dt Kafas/Na‘man, Rayban
Kafas/Na‘'man (Hadramawt), published by Frantsouzoff, Serguei, A, 2007: 250.
RES Répertoire d' Epigraphie Sémitique
Rb Inscriptions of the Rayban (Hadramawt), published by Frantsouzoff,

Serguei, A, 1995:17,19, 20.

Robin-Najr Inscriptions of the Najr (Amran), published by Robin, Ch, 1982: 85-86.
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