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Abstract:

This study investigates the theme of the body in the poetry of thieves from the early Islamic and
Umayyad periods. The prominence of this theme in their poetry stems from their lifestyle, which was centered
on looting and plundering, activities that required physical strength, courage, endurance, and heroism.
Utilizing a thematic analysis, the study delves into the texts to uncover the various body-related connotations.
To fulfill the research objectives, the study examines the theme of the body and its representations in the
poetry of thieves, structured into an introduction and two main sections. The first section addresses the poet’s
self-body, focusing on various representations such as the heroic body, encompassing the attributes of
bravery, strength, endurance, and superhuman abilities. Additionally, it explores the image of the tormented
and suffering body, illustrated through depictions of the imprisoned, captive, wounded, and sick body. The
study also traces the representation of the alienated body, which is portrayed as estranged physically, socially,
and psychologically. The second section investigates the relationship between the poet’s self-body and the
Other, with the body theme manifested in the depiction of women, as well as in the discourses of praise, satire,
and elegy. The study concludes that the body theme in the poetry of thieves is deeply intertwined with social

meanings and is rich with cultural imagery and symbolism.
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