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Abstract:

This study critically explores the deconstruction of artistic centrality in narrative discourse by analyzing
three contemporary Yemeni novels: A Woman But by Lamia Al-Eryani, 7he Rebe/ by Mohammad Al-Gharbi
Imran, and Ghoul’s Legs by Salwa Mugqpbil. It highlights the interplay between narrative form and central and
marginal characters, aiming to connect the new artistic form with the cultural frameworks it embodies, within
the context of center-margin dynamics. The research focuses on two prominent aspects of this deconstruction:
metafiction and the collapse of time/plot fragmentation. An introductory section discusses the artistic
transformations in the new Yemeni novel influenced by postmodern techniques, which have liberated
narrative discourse from traditional constraints. Employing cultural criticism as its methodology, the study
concludes that the new narrative form interacts dynamically with societal issues, aligning its technique with
the themes it addresses while revealing embedded cultural structures. The technique of time collapse and
fragmented plots resonates with the scattered events and fragmented temporalities of a culturally torn reality,

reflecting systems marked by collapse and decline.
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