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Abstract

This study examines the integration of French words into Yemeni colloquial Arabic, focusing on the
classification and analysis of lexical borrowing. It explores whether borrowed terms retain their original
linguistic features, undergo modifications, or experience structural and semantic shifts. Using a comparative
approach, the research is divided into two sections: the first outlines the theoretical framework, discussing
borrowing, its types, and motivations, while the second provides a linguistic analysis of how French words are
adapted into the Arabic grammatical system and classified by usage. The findings reveal that French has
enriched the Yemeni dialect with vocabulary across various fields, influenced by cultural, social, scientific,
economic, and political factors. Additionally, linguistic assimilation has led to phonetic and structural changes,
reflecting Arabic linguistic patterns. The study also highlights how these borrowed terms evolve over time,
influenced by speakers' linguistic preferences and phonetic adaptations. It emphasizes the role of historical
and social interactions in shaping language development, demonstrating that lexical borrowing is a dynamic
process that reflects cultural exchange. Ultimately, the research provides insights into the mechanisms of
language contact and adaptation, offering a deeper understanding of how foreign vocabulary integrates into

Yemeni colloquial Arabic while maintaining its functional role in daily communication.
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