OPEN ACCESS UIJI”

Received: 29 -05 -2025
Accepted: 01- 07-2025 Aa¥lg dgalll byl

Cultural Hybridity in the Postcolonial Fiction: A Comparative Study of Season of Migration ro the
Northand Admiring Silence
%
Dr. Alyaa Mahmood Bakeer

ambakeer@kau.edu.sa

Abstract:

This study examines the representation of cultural hybridity in two postcolonial novels: Season of
Migration to the North by Tayeb Salih and Admiring Silence by Abdulrazak Gurnah. Both protagonists serve
as central figures for exploring hybridity, having lived through colonial and post-independence periods,
studied in England, and acquired its language and culture. Despite these shared experiences, neither succeeds
in achieving integration or establishing an in-between space for hybrid identity. the paper begins with an
overview of Homi Bhabha’s theory of cultural hybridity, followed by an analysis of how hybridity is portrayed
through the protagonists in the two novels. It then addresses the failure of hybridity and incorporates critical
perspectives from Western scholars. The study concludes that, although hybridity reflects cultural interaction
between colonizer and colonized, it remains confined within the dominance of colonial discourse and its
narratives of representing the “Other.” By comparing the two works, the research highlights the complexities
of identity formation and the inherent challenges in transcending colonial structures.
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