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The Vowelization in Verbs: Methal Hollow and Model Verbs in Arabic and Semitic

Languages: A Comparative Study

%
Miaad Makki Faisal Al-Rikabi
top.raed1976@gmail.com

Abstract:

The present study addresses an ancient Semitic linguistic phenomenon known in Arabic
and its Semitic descent languages as (vowel sounds). It constitutes the total sum of immediate
changes inflicted on vowel sounds: @, 9 é) ; while they are (0, -a, 9, é) in other Semitic
languages. Theses sounds are heavy and difficult in pronunciation. Most Semitic languages
tend to get rid of such difficulty by conversion, deletion or transformation. The researcher tried
her best to explicate the semantics of this linguistic change, its types in Semitic languages.
Then, the researcher described the types of changes (conversion, deletion or transformation)
that have entered into the structure of vowel verbs: Merhalverbs ( verbs starting with o, é),
hollow verbs and modals in particular since these verbs have undergone many changes in
their structures in comparison with nouns. The present study adopted the comparative
approach. Relying on this and practical examples, the study was organized into four sections.
The first section dealt with Vowel Assimilation: semantics and types; the second section
focused on changes taking place in the first source of the weak verb; the third section
concentrated on the second source of the weak verb; while the fourth section dealt with the

changes taking place in the third source of the weak verb.

Key Words: Vowelization, Arabic, Languages, Semitic, Comparative.
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