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Abstract

This paper explores al-Shatibi’s syntactic and morphological criticism in a/-Magasid al-Shafiya li-I-
Shalabin, a key text in Arabic grammar renowned for its scientific and philosophical depth. Using a
comparative approach, the study analyzes points of divergence between al-Shatibi and Abu Ali al-Shalubin on
syntactic and morphological issues, and investigates the underlying reasons for their disagreements. The
findings reveal al-Shalubin’s intellectual rigor and his cautious acceptance of earlier positions, alongside al-
Shatibi’s commitment to critical inquiry, which enriched grammatical studies through systematic, evidence-
based debate. While al-Shatibi frequently challenged al- Shalubin, he did so with reasoned argument rather
than bias, drawing on semantic interpretation, syntactic and morphological conventions, or foundational
principles as bases for critique. His objections appeared in various forms, including contesting violations of
established norms, questioning rare or anomalous usages, rejecting certain transmitted reports, and
scrutinizing analogical reasoning. The study concludes that such critical engagement elevated Arabic
grammatical discourse and underscores the constructive role of scholarly disagreement in advancing linguistic
thought.
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