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The Self-Conflict in the Context of its Transformations in the Novel of

Hathayan Al-Marafi

*
Dr. Ali Hasan Al-Aidarous

aaidarous@seiyunun. edu.ye

Abstract:

The research problem lies in exploring the conflict in the Eastern self in the context of its
transformations at the emotional, sexual, ritual and behavioral levels. The researcher explores
the conflict in the Eastern self in the novel of Hathayan Al-Marafi with a view to uncover its
levels. The paper intends to examine the following aspect determining the sources of conflict
in the Eastern self, the changes of Eastern self-conflict within the context of its contact with the
Western one in terms of culture, place and man. The study is focused particularly on the
narrative experience of Hadhramout, by portraying the relationship between the self and the
Western Other. The research follows the semantic and semiotic approach to explore the
implications of this conflict. The analysis concludes that the collision between the Eastern
cultural values and their Western counterparts is the main element within the self of the
Eastern narrator. Besides, the Eastern self is incapable to accept the Western one, whatever
closer the relationship between them is. The consciousness of  vulnerability and
imperfectness in front of the Western Other leads the Eastern self to withdraw and be
entrenched in its Eastern heritage, as the Western openness to the Eastern one and the interest

in coexistence with them is based their cultural system, which the Eastern rejects.

Key Words: Conflict, Self, Transformations, Narrative, Hathayan Al-Marafi.

"Assistant professor of Modern Literature, Arabic Language Department, Faculty of Education, Seiyun University,

Reiublic of Yemen.
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