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Abstract:

This study investigates the functional deviation of the visual image and its role in shaping narrative
dynamics and reader interaction in Arabic manga stories for children. It argues that images in this genre
function not merely as illustrative elements, but as expressive narrative tools capable of conveying emotional
states and internal conflicts without heavy dependence on verbal language. By examining selected models,
the research highlights how image-makers employ visual deviation to expand the narrative’s expressive
capacity and intensify reader engagement. The study is organized into a preface that outlines the concepts of
deviation and functional deviation and reviews the conventional roles of images in visual narratives for
children and young adults, followed by two main sections. The first examines the significance and narrative
functions of images in Arabic manga for children, while the second analyzes patterns of functional deviation
within these texts. The findings demonstrate that visual deviations operate as an integrated system rather
than isolated techniques, collectively contributing to meaning-making, emotional stimulation, narrative
cohesion, and imaginative development. The study concludes that the visual image plays a central and active
role in constructing narrative meaning and shaping the cultural and emotional awareness of the Arab child
within contemporary visual storytelling.
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