Qb

Received: 22 -09 -2025 o
Accepted: 05- 01-2026 A8y galll bl yuld p

The Semantic Effect of Alternation between Plural Forms in Quranic Readings
Thamer Bin Suleiman Ibrahim Al-Hamed

mr.thamed1@gmail.com

Abstract:

This study explores the semantic implications of alternation between singular and plural
morphological forms in Quranic readings. By examining selected examples from the corpus of Quranic
readings, the research analyzes how variations in morphological structure contribute to shifts and nuances in
meaning. Employing a morphological—semantic analytical framework, the study draws upon the
interpretations of scholars of Quranic readings, Quranic exegetes, and linguists in order to contextualize these
variations. The research focuses on three principal dimensions of morphological alternation: the interchange
between singular and plural forms, the use of plural forms denoting paucity within contexts suggesting
abundance, and the employment of plural forms denoting abundance within contexts indicating scarcity.
Through this analysis, the study demonstrates that such alternations are not merely formal variations but
deliberate linguistic choices that enrich semantic expression and expand interpretive possibilities. The
findings reveal that these morphological shifts contribute to the precision and depth of Quranic discourse,
reflecting the expressive flexibility of the Arabic language. Furthermore, the phenomenon underscores the
rhetorical and linguistic richness of the Quran, as the diversity of readings provides multiple yet coherent

modes of expression that enhance the semantic and stylistic dimensions of the Quranic text.
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