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Abstract

This study examines conceptual metaphor in the poem a/-Kaaba tu Zargaa by Badawi al-Jabal through
a cognitive analytical framework. It seeks to demonstrate that metaphor is not merely a rhetorical ornament
but a fundamental mode of thought through which language expresses psychological, intellectual, and
cultural experience. Drawing on principles of cognitive linguistics, the research analyzes how metaphorical
structures emerge from mental processes and function as tools for perception, interaction, and meaning
construction. The study is organized into two main sections: the first outlines the concept of conceptual
metaphor and its principal domains, while the second applies these insights to selected examples from the
poem. The findings reveal that Badawi al-Jabal constructs a distinctive metaphorical world in which poetic
imagination transforms lived experience into symbolic and conceptual patterns. Structural, orientational, and
ontological metaphors all appear within the poem, each contributing to the articulation of the poet’s
worldview and emotional vision. The study concludes that conceptual metaphor serves as an essential
cognitive mechanism in poetic creativity, linking language to thought and enabling the poem to communicate
both personal and collective dimensions of experience with depth and aesthetic power.
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