Qb

Received: 08 -01-2026 o
Accepted: 30- 03-2026 A8y galll bl yuld p

Conceptual Metaphor in A/-Asfiriyyah by Ghazi Al-Qusaibi: A Cognitive Reading
Mehaf Zaid Ibrahim AI-Ziyidi*

mehafzied@hotmail.com

Abstract:

This study investigates conceptual metaphor in A/-Asfiriyyah by Ghazi Al-Qusaibi through a cognitive
framework derived from the theories of Lakoff and Johnson. It approaches metaphor not as a decorative
rhetorical device, but as a central cognitive structure through which meaning is generated and human
experience is interpreted. The research examines how the novel employs structural, orientational, and
ontological metaphors to articulate its intellectual vision and to shape the reader’s understanding of reality.
Organized into a preface on key conceptual foundations, followed by two main sections on conceptual
metaphor and its semantic dimensions, the study analyzes the mechanisms through which metaphor operates
within the narrative text. The findings demonstrate that conceptual metaphor plays a decisive role in
embodying psychological and social experience, organizing abstract ideas, and revealing the deeper
conceptual system that governs perception and thought. Rather than functioning as mere stylistic
embellishment, metaphor becomes an active epistemological tool that links language to cognition and
narrative meaning. The study concludes that the novel’s metaphorical structures contribute significantly to its
semantic richness and philosophical depth, confirming the value of cognitive approaches in the analysis of
contemporary Arabic fiction.
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