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Abstract

This study investigates the semantic significance of phonological syllables in the elegy of al/-Zir Salim
by analyzing the relationship between syllabic patterns and poetic meaning. The poem, attributed to al-
Mubhalhil ibn Rabi‘ah in lament for his brother Kulayb, is distinguished by its emotional authenticity and its
representation of genuine grief, which makes it a rich subject for phonological and semantic analysis.
Employing a structural approach, the research divides the poem into thematic sections and examines the
syllabic composition of its verses in order to identify how sound structures contribute to meaning production.
The study is organized into two main sections: the first introduces the concept and types of phonological
syllables, while the second applies this framework to the elegy. The findings reveal the predominance of
medium closed syllables in elegiac passages, suggesting psychological heaviness and emotional distress. In
verses describing leadership and noble qualities, similar syllabic patterns convey stability, authority, and
martial strength. In passages centered on heroism and horsemanship, the recurrence of these forms reflects
confidence, determination, and the certainty of victory. The study concludes that syllabic structures function
as expressive devices that reinforce emotional and thematic dimensions, demonstrating the close interaction
between sound and meaning in classical Arabic poetry.

Keywords: Syllabic Significance, Phonological Syllables, Short Syllables, Open Syllables, Closed
Syllables.
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