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Abstract

This study examines the multiplicity of Arabic equivalents assigned to English terminology in Arabic
dictionaries, focusing on the field of language skills. It analyzes the term Skillstogether with a selection of related terms,
including Language Skills, Linguistic Skill, Micro Skills, Language Comprehension, Language Production, Interpretation,
Fluency, and Dialogue. Adopting a contrastive approach, the study compares the Arabic renderings proposed by
linguists and evaluates their conceptual accuracy in order to identify the most appropriate equivalent for each English
term. The analysis demonstrates that the selection of Arabic terminology should be guided primarily by the lexical and
conceptual meanings of the available equivalents rather than by literal correspondence alone. It further reveals that
structural equivalence between simple and compound terms in the source and target languages constitutes an
important translation criterion. However, the findings also show that this principle may be overridden by structural and
semantic considerations when a seemingly simple English term requires a compound Arabic expression to convey its
full conceptual meaning. The study concludes that careful terminological selection enhances precision and consistency
in Arabic linguistic scholarship and contributes to the standardization of specialized linguistic terminology.
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