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Abstract:

This study examines phonological, morphological, syntactic, and semantic phenomena in the Najdi
dialect as represented in Mohammed bin Nasser Al-Aboudi’'s Colloguial Proverbs in Najd. Treating these
proverbs as an authentic source of Najdi linguistic usage, the study adopts an integrative approach to analyze
linguistic features at multiple levels. The findings reveal that the Najdi dialect has preserved several features
that have disappeared from many contemporary Arabic dialects, including noun nunation, the use of the
negative particle /ma with the syntactic function of /aysa, and the occurrence of the preposition b/- with its
predicate. The analysis further shows that the glottal stop is particularly susceptible to change between
Standard Arabic and Najdi usage. It may be added in certain phonological environments or omitted from
medial and final positions to facilitate pronunciation and promote fluency in speech. These findings highlight
the historical continuity between the Najdi dialect and earlier forms of Arabic. The study recommends a
comprehensive statistical investigation of Standard Arabic vocabulary retained in Najdi proverbs and
comparative research on Najdi and other Arabic colloquial proverbs, particularly with regard to their linguistic
structures and artistic imagery.
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