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Cultural Hybridity in the Postcolonial Fiction: A Comparative Study of Season of Migration ro the
Northand Admiring Silence
%
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Abstract:

This study examines the representation of cultural hybridity in two postcolonial novels: Season of
Migration to the North by Tayeb Salih and Admiring Silence by Abdulrazak Gurnah. Both protagonists serve
as central figures for exploring hybridity, having lived through colonial and post-independence periods,
studied in England, and acquired its language and culture. Despite these shared experiences, neither succeeds
in achieving integration or establishing an in-between space for hybrid identity. the paper begins with an
overview of Homi Bhabha’s theory of cultural hybridity, followed by an analysis of how hybridity is portrayed
through the protagonists in the two novels. It then addresses the failure of hybridity and incorporates critical
perspectives from Western scholars. The study concludes that, although hybridity reflects cultural interaction
between colonizer and colonized, it remains confined within the dominance of colonial discourse and its
narratives of representing the “Other.” By comparing the two works, the research highlights the complexities
of identity formation and the inherent challenges in transcending colonial structures.

Keywords: Postcolonialism, Cultural Hybridity, Identity Conflict, Comparative Literature, Cultural

Identities.
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Abstract

This paper explores the concept of the fictionalization of reference in Mohammed Hasan
Alwan’'s A Small Death, examining how autobiographical techniques typically associated with
referential discourse are reshaped within a fictional narrative framework. Using a narratological—
generic approach informed by semiotic interpretation, the study investigates three dimensions: the
challenge of generic classification, the novel's referential grounding in Ibn Arabi’s historical life and
context, and its fictional construction through textual thresholds and spiritual insights. The findings
suggest that A Smal/ Death can be situated generically as a “novel of character,” blending referential
material tied to biography and history with imaginative elements derived from a symbolically rich
Sufi lexicon. This synthesis highlights how the novel negotiates the tension between documentation
and imagination, producing a hybrid discourse that invites interpretive reading across the boundaries
of history, fiction, and spirituality.
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The Poetics of Space in The Other Shore by Mohammed Jibril
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Abstract

This study explores the narrative functions of time and space in Mohammed Jibril’s novel 7he Other
Shore. Drawing on modern narrative theory, the research highlights how time and space are not merely
background elements but vital components that shape events and influence character interactions. Jibril
stands out among Arab novelists for his precise and ideologically charged depiction of spatial and temporal
settings. The study is divided into an introduction that traces the role of space and time in contemporary
narrative analysis, followed by two main sections focusing respectively on the spatial and temporal structures
within the novel. Findings indicate that Jibril meticulously constructs the novel’s space to reflect the cultural
identity and ideological undercurrents of the narrative. Temporally, the plot unfolds linearly, with occasional

flashbacks that return to the story’s origins, revealing deeper layers of meaning and character motivation.

Keywords: Narrative Structure, Narrative Space, Narrative Time, Geographical Space, Narrative Event.
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Abstract

This study investigates psychological and social alienation in Mourid Barghouthi’s autobiographical
novel / Saw Ramallah, portraying exile as a transformative experience that reshapes the Palestinian self both
emotionally and socially. Employing sociological and psychological frameworks, the research traces the
protagonist’s return after decades of displacement, revealing that repatriation does not dissolve alienation but
amplifies it, as the reality of the homeland diverges sharply from its imagined image. The novel captures the
complex interplay between personal estrangement and collective dislocation, reflecting the fragmentation of
a people suspended between a lost homeland, a substitute exile, a conditional return, and an evolving
identity. It further illustrates how language functions as a mirror of alienation, encapsulating the tension
between memory and present reality. Through its narrative, / Saw Ramallah underscores the existential
rupture experienced by the exiled Palestinian under the weight of political oppression and fluid social
contexts, demonstrating that the end of physical exile often marks the beginning of a deeper, more profound
estrangement.

Keywords: Psychological Alienation, Exile Narrative, Palestinian Diaspora, Palestinian Novel, Identity

Formation.
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Abstract

This study investigates the mechanisms of the implied reader in al-Jahiz's epistle 7he Preference of
Speech over Silence through the lens of Reception Theory. After introducing the epistle and outlining
Wolfgang Iser’s concept of the implied reader, the research analyzes selected mechanisms that shape the
reader’s interaction with the text. On the formal level, it focuses on linguistic, rhetorical, and stylistic
devices—such as saj‘(rhymed prose), allusion, and other embellishments—which create interpretive gaps
that the implied reader actively fills while engaging with the author’s ideas. On the semantic level, the study
explores religious, social, and psychological dimensions that guide the implied reader toward deeper
comprehension and foster responsive interaction with the text. The findings reveal that al-Jahiz consistently
demonstrates respect for the recipient by diversifying his rhetorical and linguistic techniques to ensure
sustained engagement. They also highlight his attentiveness to the cultural, religious, and psychological
contexts of his readers, which allowed him to present his arguments in a compelling style that secures
continuous reader involvement and directs the interpretation of his central message.
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Scenographic Elements in the Play The Great Encounter
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Abstract

This study investigates the scenographic elements employed in the theatrical performance 7he Grear
Encounter, which articulated the theme of tolerance and peace against the backdrop of war. The performance
gained particular significance for merging two short plays by Ali Ahmad Bakatheer (d. 1969), reimagined in an
experimental vision by playwright and director Ali Ahmad Yafi'i, and staged on December 10, 2018, at the
Hafon Theatre in Aden. The analysis highlights the major scenographic components of the production: the
interplay between text and performance in terms of writing, meaning, staging, and adaptation; the
scenographic space shaped by stage design, perspective, and collage techniques; lighting and sound as central
auditory and visual devices; and finally, the role of actors and costumes as interrelated material elements
laden with semiotic significance. The findings demonstrate that, despite limited material resources, the
performance effectively mobilized available scenographic components within an experimental aesthetic,
integrating visual and auditory elements in ways that enriched the semiotic depth of the staging and
reinforced its core message affirming the values of tolerance and peace.

Keywords: Scenography, Semiotics, Theatrical Performance, Yemeni Theatre, Experimentation.
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Abstract:

This paper investigates the theoretical perspective of contemporary Arab poets toward myth, focusing
on the poetry of Salah Abdel Sabour as a case study. It examines how myth has been conceptualized and
employed within modern Arabic literature, drawing on both Arab and Western critical frameworks. The study
is built on a literary-analytical methodology that reads Abdel Sabour’s poetic works in light of the mythic
imagination, highlighting how mythological references enrich poetic meaning and intensify emotional
expression. The research covers the definition of myth, the aesthetic and functional dimensions of the mythic
approach, and its integration into poetic structure and modern Arab thought. Findings indicate that myth
constitutes a core element of artistic creativity in contemporary Arabic poetry, offering poets a symbolic and
psychological language to articulate their inner states. The study also underscores the influence of
interdisciplinary frameworks—such as psychoanalysis, symbolism, comparative mythology, and religious
and literary traditions—on the evolution of the mythic approach in modern Arabic criticism. By situating
poetry within this broader mythopoetic and critical context, the research affirms myth’s enduring role as both

a creative device and a tool of existential reflection in modern Arab poetic discourse.
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Death in /fthe Night Drowns Me by Abdullah al-Fayfi: A Stylistic Study
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Abstract

This paper examines Abdullah al-Fayfi's poetic vision of death in his debut collection /f the
Night Drowns Me, where death emerges as a pervasive theme articulated through abundant
vocabulary, imagery, and symbolism. Using a stylistic approach, the study analyzes three dimensions:
the lexicon of death, the binary opposition of life and death, and the personification of abstractions.
The findings demonstrate that al-Fayfi constructs a dialectic in which death is intricately interwoven
with life, freedom, triumph, and abstract concepts, producing creative oppositional binaries. The
collection presents multiple poetic scenes of death, including the martyrdom of a Palestinian child,
the biblical narrative of Cain and Abel, and the experience of orphanhood. Furthermore, the
personification of abstract entities—treated as living beings subject to death—reveals the poet’s
strategy of imbuing abstractions with vitality and then withdrawing it to heighten symbolic
significance. This stylistic employment positions death not merely as an endpoint but as a generative
force that reshapes poetic meaning and enriches the thematic structure of the collection.

Keywords: Life and Death, Saudi Poetry, Lexicon of Death, Poetic Discourse.
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The Dramatic Tendency in the Poetry of ‘Urwa ibn al-Ward
%
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Abstract

This study explores the dramatic dimension in Su7ik poetry, with particular focus on ‘Urwa ibn al-
Ward, one of the most prominent Su 7k poets of the pre-Islamic era. The Su7iik poets, often rejected by their
tribes, adopted a life of wandering and raiding, yet embodied ideals of courage and generosity by defying
tribal norms and sharing spoils with the poor. By analyzing selected poems of ‘Urwa ibn al-Ward, the research
highlights the presence of dramatic elements in his verse and examines how these features reveal the poet’s
capacity to portray life, conflict, and adventure despite the absence of drama as a recognized literary genre in
his time. Employing a psychological approach, the study begins with an overview of the Suiik poets and the
life of ‘Urwa ibn al-Ward, then turns to an analysis of the dramatic structures in his poetry. The findings
indicate that both the written and spoken word constitute the essential link between drama and poetry,
showing that dramatic qualities have been embedded in Arabic verse since antiquity. Moreover, ‘Urwa drew
heavily on real experiences, incorporating living characters and actual conflicts, thereby reflecting the
dynamic interaction between his inner self and the surrounding reality.

Keywords: Su ik Poetry, Dramatic Elements, Life of Wandering, Pre-Islamic Poetry.
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