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The Phonetic Insertion Phenomenon in the Sudanese Dialect
The Ja’ali Example
Dr. Amal Osman ALatta Mohammad'
Aalatta36@gmail.com

Abstract:

This paper aims to address the phenomenon of insertion of similar phonemes to
the phoneme before or after in the contemporary Sudanese dialect, its positions,
objectives, the extent of its agreement and contradiction with the ancient Arab dialects,
and the Arab dialects affected by it. The paper addresses the insertion of phonemes after
initial position and before final positions with two adjacent and non-adjacent sounds,
such as adding a ‘Fat-ha’ (/A/ sound) to an adjacent ‘Fat-ha’ (/A/ sound) in the noun
case: (/fAl/ — /fAANI)), (fAleh/ — /fAANleh/), (/mAfu’l/ — /mAfAu’l/), (/AfANI/ —
/NFA), (/mUfAl/ — /mAfAl/, and inserting a similar phoneme to two non-adjacent
sounds: (/AbrQ:hiim/ and /AsbA/). The paper also addresses the insertion of the short
/1/ after another short /I/ in verbs and three-letter nouns and others, and the insertion
of phonemes also appeared in two non-adjacent phonemes in the case of the
Active Participle derived from three-letter accentuated verbs. The most important
conclusion of this paper is that the Sudanese dialect was influenced by adding similar
phonemes, popular with the Arab tribes in Hijaz area and tribes neighboring Tamim;
Bani Hilal and Bani Hanifa.

Keywords: Linguistic Studies; Dialect, Sudan, al-ja'lieen Tribe.

* Associate professor of Morphology and Syntax, Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts, King Saud University, Saudi Arabia.
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Contemplation in the Chapter of The Arabic Parts of Speech in The
Introduction of Sebaweih's Book

Dr. Saeed Ahmed AI-Batati*

batati63@gmail.com

Abstract:

This research aims to contemplate the Arabic parts of speech as shown in the
introduction of Sebaweih's Book. Due to methodological necessities, this contemplation
my also include texts from that book and from other books of grammarians who came
after Sebaweih so as to show the similarities and differences of their views with those of

Sebaweih.

Keywords: sebaweih, sibawayh, kitab sibawayh, kitab sebaweih, categories,

arabic parts of speech.
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Carrying Al-Mutal verb on the correct of Ibn Jinni

Dr. Mohammed Saleh Mohammed Abdullah
msmabdullah@kku.edu.sa

Abstract:

This research deals with the phenomenon of carrying the impaired verb in its various forms on
the correct one according to Ibn Jinni. He is one of the linguists who dealt with this
phenomenon in his various books. He dealt with the changes that entered the structures of
impaired verbs compared to the correct, and the accuracy of his analysis and observations of
what happened to the impaired verbs of change. Moreover, he carries on some of his views
regarding the origins of the expressions or their derivations or what he called the rejected
principles in the light of the Semitic languages, and the reference to the close relationship

between Arabic and Semitic languages.

Keywords: Carrying, al-mutal, correct. peer.
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The Phenomena of Linguistic Replacement between Classical & Gazan's

dialect

Dr. Raed Mosbah AL-Daya* Manal Saleh EL-Reashi
r.aldaya@up.edu.ps q.zv1990@ gmail.com
Abstract:

The replacement is one of the linguistic phenomena that relate to the structure of the
word. It is originally a phenomenon in which audio, morphological and written processing
is involved. Standard Arabic was used in the past and continued to acquire more existence
in contemporary colloquial dialects, including the Gazan's dialect. This phenomenon has
taken place in many forms on the Arabs traditions. The linguistics books have seen a lot of
words in which their voices have been replaced. The current study is a descriptive one that
follows the linguistic voices in the words used by Ghazan's which replaced by internal
influences in the word's structure such as the similarity of the place of articulation or some
of their characteristics or the homogeneity and convergence of voices. The study also
followed the replaced voices that separated in their place of articulation by following the
words that have been used on the tongue of Gazan's in order to follow where the
replacement occurred, whether in one voice in the structure of the word or to more than

one voice.

Keyword: replacement, Gazan's dialect, the colloquial, standard Arabic.

*
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The Abstract Constative Nominal Clause in the Yemeni Proverbs

A Syntactic & Semantic Study

Dr. Ali Bin Ali Bin Mohammed AI-]aIaI*
jalal611@gmail.com

Abstract:

The study aims to explore the patterns and structural forms of the Abstract Constative
Nominal Clause used in the Yemeni proverbs as found in Ismail Alaqua’s “Yemeni Proverbs”
(2010) in order to compare the theoretical view of this syntactic structure formed by the
grammarian to the real use in the Yemeni colloquial context and monitor any potential
paradox between colloquial and standard forms. The Analytical descriptive approach is used in
this study, which begins with extrapolating the abstract constative nominal clause from the
Yemeni proverbs, then applying a sample of them on the Arabic Grammar Rules to analyse the
chosen examples’ elements and know its syntactic patterns & functions. The study includes an
introduction: its importance, objectives, methods, and resources three correlated themes, a

conclusion and a list of references.

Keywords: Syntax, Semantic, Nominal Cluse, Proverbs, Structure, Use.
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Refrences in Surat Mariam

A Delibrative Study

Efham Abdulhafed Al-Qubati

Email: am.hmood2020@gmail.com

Abstract:

This research aims to identify signs, their importance and their real purpose in
analyzing the discourse. The study chooses Surat Maryam - peace be upon her - as an
application model. Being rich in various indicative elements according to various textual
contexts and different denominators, this gave it its deliberative importance in the
speech strategy. This study is divided into two chapters, preceded by an introduction
and followed by a conclusion. The first chapter studies the theory of indicative elements,
and the second includes a practical study of the aim of the research in Surat Maryam.
The research shows that the indicative elements in Surat Maryam are variable, and their
identification helped to arrange the events, highlight the miraculous aspects, understand

the speech, and take cues and lessons fromiit.

Keywords: Surat Maryam; Deliberative; Indications; Context text.

" PhD student of Linguistics - Department of Arabic Language - College of Languages - Sana'a University -
Yemen, and a teacher in the Department of Arabic Language - College of Arts - Dhamar University — Republic

of Yemen.
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Referral in the Language of the Quran
A Textual Approach

Ali Hifdallah Mohammed Nasser

Alihifdallah2016@tu.edu.ye

Abstract:

This research highlights the study the phenomenon of referral, which deals with
the relationship between discourse and what the referring elements refer to, whether in
reality, in the imaginary, or in a previous / subsequent discourse. It will examine the role
of textual reference in the harmony and consistency of the text of the Quran in the light
of the analysis of examples of the language of the text of the Quran, and shed light on
this phenomenon. This paper is divided into two parts: the first clarifies the concept of
referral in the language and in a conventional way; its divisions and sub-models. The
second part is concerned with analyzing its elements and showing its contributions to
achieving the harmony and consistency of the text of the Quran, and the availability of a
textual element in that here, in models of the language of the Text of the Quran. The
research conclusion manifest that pronouns in all their types are the most common

reference tools for achieving textual consistency between metaphors.

Keywords: referral, text, context, harmony, and consistency.

*Lecturer, member of the Teaching Assistant Authority - Department of Arabic Language, College of Education - Dhamar
University, Republic of Yemen. And PhD Researcher - Linguistics of the Faculty of Arts and Human Sciences, University

of Mohammed V — Rabat.
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The Rhetorical Secrets of Preposing “Al-Aziz” before “Al-Hakim” in the Language
of Quran

Dr. Khaled bin Muhammed AI-Othaim*

khalid.m123@hotmail.com
Abstract:

This paper analyses the rhetorical and grammatical secrets of linking the name of Allah (Al-
Aziz) with His name as it is shown in the Holy Quran. It points out the semantical reasons and the
relationships which govern the proposing of the name of Allah (Al-Aziz) in concluding all the verses in
which this name occurs intersecting another name of Allah except Allah’s name (the Powerful). this
paper is organized into an introduction and two chapters. It reached a number of results such as the
name Al-Hakim is linked with (Al-Aziz) following it or concluding the verse. This proposing realizes a
general benefit which is enabling the meaning driven at, and a special benefit which is the (Al-Hakim)
being a comma that is similar to the commas before it. The letter (meem) represents a big percentage
of Quran separators. It recurs 375 times which adds beauty of the sound rhyme and semantic

meaning to the verses.

Keywords: preposing and postposing, rhetorical secrets, Quran Nadhm, verses separators,

context.
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Detached Exclusion in the Holy Quran: A semantic Study

Dr. Altaf Esmail Al-Shami

altaf.alshami@gmail.com

Abstract:

This research deals with the method of detached exclusion in the Qur'an from a
semantic perspective. Its purpose is to highlight the detached exclusion’s semantic
function in the Qur'an text, and the features of the linguistic formulation that the holly
Qur'an has in its structures and methods which is distinguished with. This method is
discussed from two aspects: a theoretical aspect in which the concept of exclusion in
general, and the concept of detached exclusion in particular are presented in a
grammatical and semantic style. The views of scholars of rhetoric in this method are
highlighted, too. As for the practical aspect, the semantic functions of the detached
exclusion methods mentioned in the Qur'an are explored. The research concluded that
detached exclusion is one of the influential eloquent methods that work to empower
and determine meaning in the mind of the recipient. It has characteristics and semantic
functions that distinguish it from the linked exclusion, other than that restricted to
grammarians, rhetoricians and interpreters.

Keywords: Exclusion, Detached Exclusion, Linked Exclusion, Semantics.

*Associate professor at Taiz University Center for Languages & Translation-Arabic

Desartment Republic of Yemen.
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Egomania in Omar Ibn Abi Rabeeah's Erotic Poetry
Dr. Nasser Mohammed Dhhan Ahmed*
Abstract:

This research aims to shed light on the phenomenon of egomania appeared in the
poetry of Omar Ibn Abirabeeah: its definition, concept, reasons and lineaments. The
research is divided into an introduction followed by the poet's biography, the concept of
the egomania, its reasons. and the egomania in the poet's works. The research is
concluded by mentioning its results which show that this poet is distinguished from
other erotic poets in Umayyad era. This study also reveals the implicit reasons of this
poet's egomania. First, the psychological lineament, focusing on his ego which includes
his honor, self-admiration, the depiction of women's love toward him and his rejection.
Second, the artistic lineament that has different sides appeared in his first and last

names.

Keywords: narcissism; spinning; Psychological manifestations; Technical

manifestations.
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To what extent Abu Nwas has been influenced by Abu Al-Hindi AI-Rayahi

an Analytic Study

Abdullah bin Suleiman bin Mohammed Al Saeed*

abomareen@gmaill.com
Abstract:

This study attempts to make a systematic analysis of the issue of Abu Nawwas
being influenced by the poetry of Abu Al Hindi Al-Riahi based on the difference between
the limited partial influence and broad influence that affects the overall structure. The
research begins by examining some quotations from some ancient and modern books,
and presenting the broader meanings contained in Abu Al Hindi Al-Riahi's poetry in an
attempt to balance them with the broader aspects of Abu Nawwas' poetry. It also turns
to intertextuality and partial images, trying to discern the influence relationships, and
then presenting the aspects, in which Abu Nawwas excelled and the extent to which he

was influenced by Abu Al Hindi.

Keywords: Abu Nawwas, Abu Al-Hindi Al-Riahi, Intertextuality, influence and

being influenced.

" Associate Professor of Literature and Criticism, Arabic Language and Literature Dept., College of Arts, King

Saud University, Saudi Arabia.
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Expressive and Narrative Study of the Linguistic Enunciation
of Muhammad Hassan Alwan’s Qundus (Beaver)

Dr. Muidh Bin Atiah Al-Qarni”

Mmgtf2003@hotmail.com

Abstract:

This study plans to trace the terms of focalizations’ journey which is related to the
narrator and the character from its beginning to the emergence of the term of point of
view, and the predominance of the concept of focalization, to the return of the term
viewpoint to the forefront of modern critical studies, for its subtle significance. The study
then attempts to apply it according to the linguistics of enunciation on the novel of al-
Qundus “Beaver” by Muhammed H. Alwan, starting with the methods of announcing
views, realizing the personality and ideas, and then followed by the level of depth of

view.

Keywords: Focalization; Point of View; Narrator; Character; the Self; Foclized

Theme.
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A Study of the Lexicon Environment in Andalusian Poetic Beginnings by using the
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Abstract:

This research reveals the lexical structure in the Andalusian poetic opening verse
using the Semantic Field Theory; to find out how poeticism manifested in the lexical
structure semantics of the Andalusian poetic opening verse, and how to produce these
semantics in their various contexts through a network of semantic relationships based
on tracking the meanings of the vocabulary and it's semantics, and its arrangement
within the text. It also highlights on the Andalusian poet ability and ingenuity to invest
his linguistic inventory to form the meaning by choosing appropriate words to his
semantics from his lexicon, adding new semantics, its effect on distinguishing
Andalusian poetic opening verse, bringing Andalusian poetic discourse to the skyline of
creativity and distinctiveness . This research is divided into four chapters which includes
four semantic fields: elegy, praise, erotic love, and nature. The research then concluded a
final reading of the meanings of these fields and their interpretations, examining the

meanings associated with itin their contexts and the extent of their verification.

Keywords: Andalusian Poetry, Opening Verse, Semantic Fields, Lexial Structure,

Poeticism.

.
A Lecturer in literature and criticism, General Materials Department, Faculty of Sciences and Arts, Rafha Branch,

Northern Border University, Saudia Arabia.
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(79) The novel: 324.

(80) Pari is an Afghani word that means (angel).

(81) The novel: 91-92.
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(50) The novel: 38.
(51) The novel: 24.
(52) The novel: 68.
(53) The novel: 24.
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(55) The novel: 39-40.
(56) The novel: 50-51.
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(59) The novel: 55.
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(61) The novel: 65.
(62) The novel: 64-65.
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(64) The novel: 97.
(65) The novel: 97-98.
(66) The novel: 202.
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(33) The novel: 41.
(34) The novel: 13.
(35) The novel: 21-22.
(36) The novel: 83-84.

(37) Lois Tyson, Critical Theory Today, New York, Routledge: Taylor and Francis, 2006: 419.

(38) The novel: 43.

(39) The novel: 10.

(40) The novel: 25-26.

(41) The novel: 8-9.

(42) The novel: 261.
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Further studies in the field have to involve postcolonial fictions from both the Arab

and the Western worlds that challenge these erroneous notions. People all over the world
even in the developed world are tortured by these irrationally based negative views. So, it is
the duty of writers to write in order to close the gaps and create channels of communication

between the different groups.
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groups (Pashtuns) use their power and money to incite wrong viewpoints or attitudes toward
the weak minority (Hazaras). They attempt to control the community, and pulverize whoever
they loathe. They utilize the misconception of human distinction to demonstrate that they are

better than others.

To conclude, this paper attempted to show how unjust, oppressive, and devastative
classism and stereotype could be to individuals as well as to community at large. Hazaras were
often illiterate because they lacked education opportunities. They were seen as ethnically and
religiously inferior to the Sunni Pashtuns. They are sexually abused and insulted. Yet, some
individuals of the two groups may deal with each other as brothers, but the social structure

makes it possible for any Pashtun to treat any Hazara as a slave.

A major goal of Hosseini is to reveal the unsightly reality of these issues. He aims to
create some kind of awareness about the sufferings of the sidelined groups. He does not want
his people to build “irrationally based negative, or occasionally positive, attitudes toward

. 1+(86) . . . .. .
certain groups” " for the color of their skin, their religion, nation, language, sex or race.

| believe that in order to knock these wrong ideas off, and for the marginalized to have
equal opportunities and lead a normal life, we as human beings should make judgment about
others on personal basis, on direct experience with the others, not on whether they are
Pashtuns or Hazaras, rich or poor, masters or servants, etc. Baba and Rahim Khan do not
disapprove of social class; they just don't want it to attempt to influence their life. Though
Baba, Rahim Khan, Amir, and Assef belong to the same ethnic group, their treatment of the
Hazaras is different. So, it is not whether or not one is a Pashtun or Hazara that determines

one’s character, but the choices one makes with regard to relationships to others.
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Runneris making a fresh approach to this issue or theme in which the or/eris seen not as an

equal but as an oppressor and a master. The question still persists: where does this feeling of
inferiority spring from? Indeed, | do agree, to some extent, with Rasheed El-Enany that this
feeling of inferiority is because “the culture of the self loses ground to the culture of the
other”® This feeling of belittlement is created by the social structure in which one is born to
be a master; and the other is born to be a servant. To put differently, though both groups are
citizens of the same country, there is no equality between the two groups: the Hazaras have no
equal economic opportunities, no equal political participation, no equal protection of the law,
no equal access to health and education facilities, etc. All this creates an internal feeling in both
groups that one of them is superior to the other and that it is the duty of the inferior Hazara to
serve the Pashtun no matter what. Thus, “this inferiority is in fact a ‘carry-over’ feeling from

’ ” . /I(SS)
one’s own culture” and social structure” .

5. Conclusion
This paper has focused on two broad elements: the reasons beyond concepts like stereotypes,
classism, and persecution; and their negative impact on the marginalized. This paper is
inspired by my belief that unveiling these issues must be read in relation to the daily
transactions of ordinary people. Reading literary works like 7he Kite Runner is a fruitful
exercise that will help understand the impact of these issues on the life of people. This paper
sought to answer some questions like: How are these issues defined? What are their reasons?

What are their effects on the people? Who are the real beneficiaries and losers of these issues?

As has been discussed above, it is apparent that classism, stereotypes, and persecution
of some groups by others is not due to their physical difference but because of the inherent

weaknesses in Afghanistan’s social structure and its cultural prejudices. The powerful majority
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when they ask.”

They were all staring at me.

“And one more thing, General Sahib,” I said. “You will never again refer to him as

‘Hazara boy’ in my presence. He has a name and it's Sohrab” (83).

In spite of the rough existence of stereotype and classism which result in the social
conflict between groups like Pashtun and Hazara, and the practice of violent acts of some
‘masters’ like Assef toward ‘servants’ like Hassan, there is still hope that such conflicts could be
solved and Afghans could be one regardless of their differences socially, economically,
religiously, culturally, or physically. The reciprocal sacrifices of Hassan and Amir embody this
idea. In their childhood, Hassan substantiates to be an ingenuous and loyal friend. He is not
only Amir’s buddy and servant, but also his protector. He helps and defends Amir once and
again to the detriment of being raped by Assef and his buddies. Again, in his adulthood, he
sacrifices his own life and that of his wife just to protect Amir’s property. In the same way, Amir
proves his faithfulness and selflessness when he leaves his family in America and comes back

to Afghanistan so as to save Hassan’s son (Sohrab) at the expense of his life being at risk.

Before the conclusion, | would like to ask an exigent and imperative question that
comes to mind from the very first moment of reading the story. Is it faithfulness and sacrifice
for the sake of friendship or a feeling of inferiority complex that leads Hassan to be such a
good friend to Amir? Is it his good manners or a feeling of servitude that he has to do whatever
his master wants no matter what? And if it is a feeling of inferiority that leads him to do so,
where does this feeling of inferiority spring from? It would not be fair to expect the story or its
author to address this question. The wider implications of the individual consciousness

portrayed in the story to the question of how the Hazara se/fsees the Pashtun other. The Kite
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(81)
equal” "

He himself admits the social differences between his family and hers remarking that it's not
appropriate to “order someone to polish [one’s] shoes one day and call them sister the
II( )

nex . So, it can be understood that social structure in Afghanistan causes such problems

and creates such division.

Over and above, the suffering of the Hazaras due to their depreciation and
belittlement by the Pashtuns is borderless. They are marginalized in and out of Afghanistan.
Hassan’s son (Sohrab) suffers from this when he lives with his half-uncle and his wife (Amir
and Soraya) in California. He is named by Soraya’s father and all other Afghans in America as a
‘Hazara boy'. They are all questioning Amir's heed for a mere Hazara boy. Consider the

following scene:

“So, Amir jan, you're going to tell us why you have brought back this boy [Sohrab]
with you?”

“...my dear, | have to deal with the community’s perception of our family. People will
ask. They will want to know why there is a Hazara boy living with our daughter. What
do I tell them?”

Soraya dropped her spoon. Turned on her father. “You can tell them—"

“It's okay, Soraya,” | [Amir] said, taking her hand. “It's okay. General Sahib is quite
right. People wil/ask.”

“It’s all right.” | turned to the general. “You see, General Sahib, my father slept with his
servant’s wife. She bore him a son named Hassan. Hassan is dead now. That boy

sleeping on the couch is Hassan's son. He's my nephew. That's what you tell people

____________________________________________________________________________________________ | s
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externally. However, he does not talk about it and continues his life as if nothing happened.

On reading the novel, Fadlilah Satya Handayani in her “Racial Discrimination towards the

Hazaras,” comments on this particular incident saying:

Racial discrimination affects Hassan’s mental health. Hassan is indeed helpless when
being raped. He has to endure all the indignity by himself. Sexual abuse affects
Hassan very much on the inside, yet he does not show how his feeling on the outside.
Hassan chooses to ignore what has happened to him and continues his life as if
nothing happened. This accident is very hard for Hassan. He pretends to be silent of
this moment forever. Hassan has turned into someone who does not have any

) L . (78
confidence due to discrimination that he recelves( ).

The last instance of sexual abuse against the Hazaras has to do with Hassan's son
(Sohrab). In the last part of the novel, Sohrab has been kidnaped by Taliban (Assef) who keeps
him as sex slave and forces him to dance for his amusement. This affects Sohrab very much

L » .79
that he wants to commit suicide. He was “tired of everythlng'( )‘

In the text, Hassan, his father Ali, and his son Sohrab are not the only victims of classism,
stereotype, and persecution. Rahim Khan loved a beautiful Hazara girl, but was not allowed to
marry her because of her servant status. All her family members were sent out of the city by

Rahim Khan's father.

Her name was Homaira. She was a Hazara, the daughter of our neighbor’s servants. She
was as beautiful as a pari(go), light brown hair, big hazel eyes.... That same day, my father

put Homaira and her family on a lorry and sent them off to Hazarajat. | never saw her
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a glimpse of his face. Saw the resignation in it. It was a look | had seen before. It was

the look of the Iamb(73)

Again, Hassan's reaction to his humiliation is silence. Indeed, this scene portrays Hassan’s
helplessness and persecution, Assef's rudeness, and Amir’s selfishness. It is because of Amir’s
silence that Assef and his friends find a good chance to rape Hassan. | think Amir and Assef are
partners in this crime as he makes no efforts to save Hassan. Hence, Assef and Amir are not
different. “We're the same, you and I.... you are my twin,” (74)says Assef to Amir. It seems that
Amir watches Hassan being raped without making any efforts to save him because of his
cowardice and egoism. He is afraid that Assef may hurt him too. At the same time, he wants to
get the kite at any cost. Hassan is the price of his triumph in the kite tournament. He is the

lamb that Amir slaughters to achieve his selfish goals.

In the end, I ran.

.. the real reason | was running, was that Assef was right: Nothing was free in this
world. Maybe Hassan was the price | had to pay, the lamb I had to slay, to win Baba.
Was it a fair price? The answer floated to my conscious mind before | could thwart it:

. , 75).
He was just a Hazara, wasn't he?( )

Hazaras are not treated as humans, this is in the consciousness of the Pashtuns. The sentence
“He was just a Hazara,” helps Amir to get rid of any feeling of guilt toward Hassan as if Hassan
were created only to serve and sacrifice his everything for his Pashtun master Amir. As a
human, this humiliation and persecution affect Hassan’s psychological health negatively. After

"(76). His health

the rape, he does nothing but “just wants to crawl under his blanket
deteriorates. He “looked tired too—he’d lost weight and gray circles had formed under his

puffed-up eyes"(m. Thus, it is clear that sexual abuse affects Hassan both internally and
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can imagine what effect such act can have on such a little boy.

| [Amir] heard Hassan next to me, croaking. Tears were sliding down his cheeks. |
reached across my seat, slung my arm around him, pulled him close. He rested his
head on my shoulder. “He took you for someone else,” | whispered. “He took you for

(70)
someone else” " .

The silence of Hassan and his tears reflect the extent to which this group of people is

downtrodden.

Another instance of sexual abuse which reflects the dominance of the Pashtuns and
humiliation of the Hazaras is related to Baba and Hassan. At the last part of the novel, Rahim

Khan informs Amir that Hassan is his “illegitimate half-brother"(m

. Although Baba “slept with
his servant’s wife [who] bore him a son named Hassan,"(n) he does not admit that because the

kid’s mother is a Hazara which is shameful and humiliating for him as a Pashtun to have a

child from his Hazara lady-servant.

The third and most important instance of sexual abuse which brings about separation
between Amir and Hassan is the rape of Hassan by Assef and his friends. Assef hates Hassan so

much just because he is a Hazara. Describing the scene, Amir says:

Assef knelt behind Hassan, put his hands on Hassan's hips and lifted his bare buttocks.
He kept one hand on Hassan’s back and undid his own belt buckle with his free hand.
He unzipped his jeans. Dropped his underwear. He positioned himself behind Hassan.

Hassan didn’t struggle. Didn’t even whimper. He moved his head slightly and | caught
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being able to read. “My [Amir’s] favorite part of reading to Hassan was when we came across a

. cy . .. (68 .. .
big word that he didn’t know. I'd tease him, expose his ignorance ( ). Thus, it is clear that Amir
takes the advantage of Hassan being illiterate to make him seem ignorant. Amir feels that such

ignominious behavior makes him look more powerful and superior to Hassan.

Another savage impact of inhumanity, stereotype, and classism that the minority
Hazaras suffer from is the issue of sexual abuse which reflects the control, authoritarianism,
and dominance of the majority (Pashtuns) through degradation and humiliation of the
Hazaras. This act is expressed again and again from the very outset to the end of the novel.
Here are some instances of sexual abuse that reflect the Hazaras’ sufferings at the hands of the
Pashtuns. The very first example is indicated by the narrator (Amir) at the initiation of the
narrative. It is the story of one soldier with Hassan’s mother (Sanaubar). While Amir and
Hassan were going to cinema, a soldier begins to tell his story (illegal relation) with Hassan’s

mother loudly and openly in front of everybody.

You! [Hassan] The Hazara! Look at me when I'm talking to you!”... “I knew your
mother, did you know that? | knew her real good. | took her from behind by that creek
over there.”... “What a tight little sugary cunt she had!” the soldier was saying, shaking

hands with the others, grinning(w)‘

Although adultery or fornication is considered a crime in Islamic societies, it may happen.
Notwithstanding, you would not find an adulterer (the soldier) talks proudly about his vice to
the woman's son (Hassan), only if the family to whom the lady belongs is persecuted,
oppressed, and has no place in society as the Hazara in Afghanistan. To tell the truth, it is

disheartening that because Hassan is a Hazara, he could not protest or say even a single word

____________________________________________________________________________________________ =
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I'd be the accused; | would ...: Hassan knew. He knew I'd seen everything in that alley,
that I'd stood there and done nothing. He knew | had betrayed him and yet he was

. . . (65)
rescuing me once again, maybe for the last time™ .

People like Hassan knows no animosity. After all the mischief that he has undergone because
of Amir, he still loves him. This is shown in the letter that he sends to Amir with Rahim Khan:
“...And | dream that someday you will return to Kabul to revisit the land of our childhood. If

you do, you will find an old faithful friend waiting foryou"(%).

Thus, social structure and some personal rude behaviours act as ‘excruciation’ to both
the Pashtuns and the Hazaras, the rich and the poor, the superiors and the inferiors. In the text,
Amir and Hassan are tortured as they are the representatives of the two ethnic groups:

Pashtuns and Hazaras.

4.3.The Impact of Classism, Stereotypes, and Persecution on the Hazaras.
An iniquitous impact of classism and stereotype is the persecution of Hazaras and depriving
them of all the basic essentials of life, and education is no exception. As depicted in the
narrative, the education of the two ethnic groups is different. While the Pashtuns’ kids (Amir)
are allowed to go to school and learn how to read and write, Hazaras' kids (Hassan) are denied
such facility. The only option they have is to work as servants. Many Hazaras, like Ali and
Hassan never get proper education. Pashtuns feel that as servants, Hazaras need not to be
literate. “That Hassan would grow up illiterate like Ali and most Hazaras had been decided the
minute he had been born... after all, what use did a servant have for the written word?"(67).
Furthermore, Pashtuns use their knowledge to look superior to Hazaras. Though the two kids

(Hassan and Amir) were brought up together in the same home, Amir never thought or

attempted to instruct Hassan how to read or write. Instead, he ridicules and mocks him for not
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Running after the kite, Hassan encounters Assef and his buddies which makes him
late. Amir goes to look for him. When he asks different people about Hassan, they respond
with derogative comments questioning Amir’s concern for a mere servant. “Your Hazara?” and
“what is a boy like you doing here at this time of the day looking for a Hazara.... What is he to

ou?"(Gz). Amir does not oppose these humiliating comments. Ultimately, he finds him
blockaded (eating dirt) rather than giving Amir’s kite to Assef. However, Amir keeps watching
and never interferes because he is not ready to lose the kite even if its price were Hassan’s
safety. After the rape, Hassan gives the kite to Amir who inhumanely takes it to Baba as if
nothing happened. “Baba held me close to him, rocking me back and forth. In his arms, | forgot

Il(63)

what I'd done. And that was good” ™. This shows that the Pashtuns see the Hazaras as mere

servants who should serve them at any cost.

Hassan's loyalty and faithfulness is timeless and endless. Even when Amir attempts to
sound the death knell of their friendship, he remains altruistic and selfless. When Amir accuses
him of stealing his watch and money, he takes the blame not because he is a thief nor because
he is not able to defend himself, but because he wants to save his friend. “I lifted Hassan's

Il(64)

mattress and planted my new watch and a handful of Afghani bills under it, says Amir.

When he is asked by Baba whether he commits that crime, he admits that.

Baba came right out and asked. “Did you steal that money? Did you steal Amir’s
watch, Hassan?” Hassan's reply was a single word, delivered in a thin, raspy voice:

”Yes‘"

I flinched, like I'd been slapped. My heart sank and | almost blurted out the truth. Then
| understood: This was Hassan’s final sacrifice for me. If he'd said no, Baba would have

believed him because we all knew Hassan never lied. And if Baba believed him, then

____________________________________________________________________________________________ [ as
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...perhaps you [Assef] didn’t notice that I'm the one holding the slingshot. If you make
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a move, they'll have to change your nickname from Assef ‘the Ear Eater’ to ‘One-Eyed

Assef," because | have this rock pointed at your left eye (55).

Once and again the selfishness and the superiority complex of Amir is encountered with
loyalty and faithfulness by Hassan. He sacrifices his life more than once for the sake of Amir. In

one of the scenes, his loyalty is examined by Amir:

Hassan: “Would | ever lie to you, Amir agha?”
Amir: “I don’t know. Would you?”

Hassan: “I'd sooner eat dirt...”

Amir: “Really? You'd do that?”

Hassan: “Do what?”

Amir: “Eat dirtif | told you to,”

Hassan: “If you asked, l would...” 6

Honest people like Hassan are really devout, they “mean every-thing they say. They think
everyone else does t00”>”. Sometimes, Amir admits Hassan’s honesty and good manners.
“Hassan was so goddamn pure, you always felt like a phony around him”®. Even when they
are playing, he loses only for the sake of making Amir happy. “I had the distinct suspicion that
Hassan had let me win” ®. Even the worst incident in his life (his rape by Assef) occurs
because he wants to make Amir gleeful. When Hassan is asked by Amir to run after his kite,

'II(GO)

gleefully, he remarks: “For you a thousand times over!”" . He even misses his prayer for the

sake of catching Amir’s kite. “Hassan never missed any of the five daily prayers.... He was going

to miss prayer tonight, though, because of me,"(m)

____________________________________________________________________________________________ |
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“But before you sacrifice yourself for him, think about this: Would he do the same for
you? Have you ever wondered why he never includes you in games when he has
guests? Why he only plays with you when no one else is around? I'll tell you why,
Hazara. Because to him, you're nothing but an ugly pet. Something he can play with
when he’s bored, something he can kick when he’s angry. Don't ever fool yourself and

think you're something more.”
“Amir agha and | are friends,” Hassan said.

He looked flushed. “Friends?” Assef said, laughing. “You pathetic fool! Someday you'll

wake up from your little fantasy and learn just how good of a friend he is(sz).

On reading this scene, one asks oneself ‘is it real that Hassan is a mere ugly pet to Amir after all
what Hassan has been doing for him? While Hassan is doing his best to satisfy Amir, the latter
is in a conflict over accepting him as a friend. “The curious thing was, | [Amir] never thought of
Hassan and me as friends either. Not in the usual sense.. Because history isn't easy to
overcome. Neither is religion"(53). In the same way, “Ali and Baba grew up together as
childhood playmates... But in none of his stories did Baba ever refer to Ali as his friend” *¥.

Hence, these lines expose the strong racist and ethnic relations in Afghanistan. Even if the

powerful individuals want to have a more positive attitude to the minority ethnic groups, the

social structure prevents them from doing so.

In spite of Amir’s selfishness and betrayal, Hassan remains a true and selfless friend. It
is him who saves Amir from Assef’s rudeness with his slingshot. When Assef and his group

were about to beat Amir and Hassan, Hassan points his slingshot toward Assef saying:

____________________________________________________________________________________________ [ ac
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they belong. You're a disgrace to Afghanistan ¢ ). Though he believes that Amir is his twin

&
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because both are Pashtuns, he hates him for his friendship with Hassan.

Amir: “We're not bothering you.”

“Oh, you're bothering me,” Assef said...

“You're bothering me very much. In fact, you bother me more than this Hazara
[Hassan] here. How can you talk to him, play with him, let him touch you?”

. . 49
“How can you call him your friend?”" ).

The questions in the above quotation reveal the real face of Amir to whom Hassan is a mere

servant.

But he’s not my friend!| [Amir] almost blurted. He’s my servant/Had | really thought
that? Of course | hadn’t. | hadn't. | treated Hassan well, just like a friend, better even,
more like a brother. But if so, then why, when Baba's friends came to visit with their
kids, didn’t | ever include Hassan in our games? Why did | play with Hassan only when

(50)
no one else was around?

Thus, it is clear that Amir is very perceptive of the ethnic difference between him and Hassan,
nevertheless, he adjusts himself with him for the benefit of protection, guarding, and
companionship. “In the end, | was a Pashtun and he was a Hazara, | was Sunni and he was Shia
and nothing was ever going to change that. Nothing"(sn. Like all other Pashtuns, Amir never
thought of Hassan as his friend. Hosseini re-emphasizes this idea through a conversation
between Hassan and Assef before the rape scene when Hassan refuses to give Assef Amir’s kite

claiming that Amir is his friend.

s |
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that they think that Afghanistan is their land only. They want to apply what is named in the

. " . . u(42
text as subjects of "ethnic cleansmg( )

in order to get rid of all the Hazaras and make
Afghanistan the land of Pashtuns. Such a view is expressed through the character of a haughty
Pashtun boy named Assef who unequivocally wants the disposal of the Hazaras from
Afghanistan. He develops a sense of aggressive “attitudes [that] include unjustified
hostlllty ? toward the Hazaras. In the text, a Hitler-like, Assef believes that Pashtuns are the

only true Afghans and Afghanistan belongs to them. It is a mission for him to eliminate all the

Hazaras from the land of Afghanistan. In his first encounter with Hassan and Amir, he remarks:

Afghanistan is the land of Pashtuns. It always has been, always will be. We are the true
Afghans, the pure Afghans, not this Flat-Nose here. His [Hassan's] people pollute our
homeland... They dirty our blood.” He made a sweeping, grandiose gesture with his
hands. “Afghanistan for Pashtuns, | say. That's my vision”.... “To rid Afghanistan of all

the dirty Hazaras"(44).

Furthermore, in his adulthood, he joins Taliban, who are mostly Pashtuns, in order to
accomplish his mission. In his second encounter with Amir when Amir is back to look for his
half nephew (Sohrab), he says to Amir, “Afghanistan is like a beautiful mansion littered with

II(4S)

garbage, and someone has to take out the garbage™ ™. Assef strongly believes in what is called

“ethnic cleansing” ) since it has to do well with his garbage metaphor.

Radical Assef is not angry with the Hazaras only but also with all those who do respect
them. He blames Amir and his father for their support of Hassan and his father, Ali because
they are Hazaras. “You're part of the problem, Amir. If idiots like you and your father didn't

take these people in, we'd be rid of them by now. They'd all just go rot in Hazarajat(47) where

____________________________________________________________________________________________ =
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the same yard. And, under the same roof, we spoke our first words. Mine was Baba. His was
Amir. My name"Bg) . However, Amir’s position as ‘master’ gives him the advantage to treat his
Hazara friend Hassan with very little respect and Hassan has nothing to do but to accept this
humiliating treatment. Hassan calls Amir “Agha” and Amir is happy, for it shows his superiority
to Hassan. That's why it is clear that slavery is another form of persecution and man’s
inhumanity that affects the Hazaras psychologically. Both Hassan and his father work only as

cooks, servants, and waiters in the house of Baba and Amir.

By the time | [Amir] dragged myself out of bed and lumbered to the bathroom, Hassan
had already washed up... and prepared my breakfast... While | ate and complained
about homework, Hassan made my bed, polished my shoes, ironed my outfit for the

day, packed my boots and pencils(40)

These words sum up the nature of the relationship between the Pashtuns and Hazaras.
Although Hassan is Amir’s half-brother who was brought up with him in the same home,
Hassan still has to treat Amir as his master. As a matter of fact, Pashtuns misused the history in

order to rule the country. They oppress the Hazaras and prevent them from many social rights.

School textbooks barely mentioned them [Hazaras] and referred to their ancestry only
in passing. Then one day, | [Amir] was in Baba’s study, looking through his stuff, when
| found one of my mother’s old history books... and was stunned to find an entire
chapter on Hazara history. An entire chapter dedicated to Hassan's people! In it, | read
that my people, the Pashtuns, had persecuted and oppressed the Hazaras. It said the
Hazaras had tried to rise against the Pashtuns in the nineteenth century, but the

Pashtuns had quelled them with unspeakable violence™.

s |
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Amir: “Baba, have you ever thought about getting new servants?”

Baba: “Is this about you and Hassan?

e [Baba] looked away, shaking his head. “You bring me shame. And Hassan...
Hassan's not going anywhere, do you understand?”.....
“Hassan’s not going anywhere,” Baba snapped. “He’s staying right here with us, where
he belongs. This is his home and we're his family. Don’t you ever ask me that question

again!"(36).

Hence, itis obvious that individuals play some role to widen the gap between their groups.

4.2.The Pashtuns’ Relationship with the Hazaras as in 7he Kite Runner.

For any relationship between any different individuals or races to be successful, it has to be
based on the principles of equality and mutual respect. On the contrary, these principles are
not existent between the Pashtuns and Hazaras. As shown in the text, it is preconceived by the
Pashtuns that the Hazaras are “primitive, uncivilized, unreliable, stupid, dirty, weak, inhuman
or lazy as a strategy to assert their claim of their superiority to rule and control the world”®”.

Ali and his son Hassan are appropriate with those stereotypes. Ali has leg polio and Hassan has
a cleft lip. “It wasn't fair. Hassan hadn’t done anything to earn Baba’s affections; he’d just been

born with that stupid harelip"(38).

In spite of the existence of some good personal relationships between people of the
two ethnic groups, they do not change the social structure in Afghanistan, and people
especially ‘masters’ do not disapprove of this wrong classism. Although Ali and Hassan are the
best friends of Baba and Amir, the former have to work as servants to the latter since Ali and
Hassan are Hazaras while Baba and Amir are Pashtuns. Both Amir and Hassan were

motherless. They were breastfed and brought up by the same Hazara woman who was hired
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and Baba and Amir and Hassan might be like brothers, but a power dynamic makes it
possible for Amir to treat Hassan as an inferior, and that allows him to humiliate
Hassan without fearing retribution. This same power structure allows Assef to rape
Hassan without fear of reprisal, and assures him that he is unlikely to be stopped by

(31
casual observers™ .

On the other side, there are some personal reasons that bring about the division
between individuals. In the text, jealousy is one of the reasons that brings about the division
between the two friends. Amir is always jealous of Hassan because the latter has all the
qualities which Amir lacks the most. “I wasn't just slower than Hassan but clumsier too, I'd

. . L, 062
always envied his natural athleticism G2

. With this thing in his heart, he ruins the chance to be
a true friend of Hassan. Besides, Baba likes Hassan and Ali and treat them kindly. He “never
missed Hassan's birthday"(33). This kind treatment makes Amir jealous for he “wanted Baba all

. (34 . . . .
to [himself] 4% Baba loves Hassan more than Amir, for Hassan is strong and brave while Amir

is weak and coward.

Baba: “Self-defense has nothing to do with meanness. You know what always
happens when the neighborhood boys tease him [Amir]? Hassan steps in and fends
them off. I've seen it with my own eyes. And when they come home, | say to him, ‘How
did Hassan get that scrape on his face?” And he says, ‘He fell down.” I'm telling you,
Rahim, there is something missing in that boy.”... “A boy who won't stand up for
himself becomes a man who can’t stand up to anything.”.... “If  hadnt seen the doctor

pull him out of my wife with my own eyes, I'd never believe he’s my son”>

The above conversation between Baba and his friend Rahim Khan increases Amir’s jealousy of

Hassan to a great extent that he starts planning to send Hassan away of their house.

____________________________________________________________________________________________ |
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What is worse is that the Hazaras are not paid for their services. They serve for the dirty rooms

they live in and the food they eat, and Ali and his son Hassan are a case in point. They live in a
dirty small accommodation in Baba’s home and they are not paid for their work as servants.
What is more is that the Pashtuns think that the Hazaras are not true Afghans, so they do not
deserve any luxury or privilege. In the book, when they live in the house of Amir's family,
Hassan and his wife, Farzana, are killed mercilessly by Taliban, for they thought that all

Hazaras are not worthy living in a big house.

The Talibs said he [Hassan] was a liar and a thief like all Hazaras and ordered him to
get his family out of the house by sundown. Hassan protested.... They told Hassan
they would be moving in to supposedly keep it safe... Hassan protested again. So they
took him to the street--"

“--and shot him in the back of the head.

“- Farzana came screaming and attacked them-"

“No".

1 ,(30,
“—-shot her too'( ).

All the above examples that reflect the division between the Pashtuns and Hazaras are society-

made. They are man-made to which individuals fall as victims, this is on one side.

The crises presented by Hosseini in the novel stem from inherent weaknesses in
Afghanistan’s social structure and its cultural prejudices. Amir and his father are
Pashtun and Sunni Muslims, and their servants are Hazara and Shi’a Muslims. This is a
typical servant-master arrangement. Hazara were often illiterate because they lacked
education opportunities. They were seen as ethnically and religiously inferior to the

Sunni Pashtuns. Although Baba loves Hassan and Ali, they will always be servants. Ali
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After class, | showed the book to my teacher and pointed to the chapter on the
Hazaras. He skimmed through a couple of pages, snickered, handed the book back.
“That’s the one thing Shi'a people do well,” he said, picking up his papers, “passing
themselves as martyrs.” He wrinkled his nose when he said the word Shi'a, like it was

some kind of disease(27).

The second cause of stereotype, classism, and man’s in humanity to man is social
psychological factors. Prejudices and preconception are among the social psychological factors
that cause classism. In the novel, it is obviously expressed that the social status and economy

of the Hazaras and Pashtuns are not the same.

The Hazaras are the poorest and most marginalized of ethnic communities of
Afghanistan. It is partly their barren landscape and partly long-standing
discrimination against them that has placed them in an inferior economic and
social position. Until the second decade of last century, it was common to enslave

28
Hazaras ( ).

In the text, the Hazaras are struggling to live, finding no food to eat, and no place to live in.
They live either on the streets or in small dirty rooms in the houses of the families they serve.
However, Pashtuns live in big opulent houses. Every rich Pashtun family has their own Hazara

servants.

The Hazaras were completely repressed as a political-ethnic group, and much of their
land was given to others, whom they were forced to serve as slaves. Others were sold

as slaves in Kabul. Thousands fled to Mashad in Persia and Quetta in India™.

e |
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It is stated by Robert Lauer and Lauer Jeanette in their book Socia/ Problems that the

main reasons beyond classism, stereotype, and persecution are social structural factors and
social psychological factors @) These factors create the belief that some groups are inferior to
others which may cause the marginalized groups to lose self-confidence, and esteem, to be
nervous, gloomy, helpless, suspicious, and fearful. The negative effects of racial classism affect
not only the individuals but also the community at large. To begin with social structural factor,
it is said that they are affected by the way the community despise the low class (Hazara)
people. In the novel, the Hazaras are mocked and insulted by the Pashtuns because of their
physical appearances. When reading a book about the Hazaras, Amir comments: “It [the book]
also said some things | [Amir] did know, like that people called Hazaras mice-eating flat-
nosed, load carrying donkeys. | had heard some of the kids in the neighborhood yell those

(24)
names to Hassan”

. The Hazaras are oppressed and persecuted because of their facial
difference. They resemble the Mongols in many characteristics, including kinship system,

language, and physical appearance.

Another social structural factor that causes classism is the diverse religious and
cultural practices between the two groups. Hazaras are disrespected “due to their differences

(25 .
o ). Both Pashtuns and Hazaras are Muslims. However,

in race, belief, language, and culture
they differ in their cultural and religious practices and beliefs. Pashtun is Sunni while Hazara is
Shi‘a, “the reason the Pashtuns had oppressed the Hazaras was that the Pashtuns were Sunni

Muslims, while Hazaras were Shi‘a w(26)

. This issue alone assists in the persecution of the
Hazaras. The Sunni majority insults the Shi'a minority for their religious and cultural beliefs.

An example of this is when Amir has read in a book that talks about the persecution of

Hazaras. He asks his teacher about it and is justified by his teacher in this way:

____________________________________________________________________________________________ =



' ; A Wwdé 2PN
2020 pouwys | &2 :

(EISsN): 2708-5783 IENRLTATILY Fo P P ARl

Khoirotun Nisa in her article “Ethnic Conflict in Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner’
attempts to study the reasons of ethnic conflict and divides them into many types. At the end
of her paper, she avers that on the name of religion, the Sunni Pashtuns are attempting to rule

L . 19
and control the minority Shi'a Hazaras and the whole country( ).

Ahmad Mohamed in his paper “Once Upon a Kite: Glimpses into Afghanistan’s Race
Relations,” attempts to redress the gap between the different races by studying race relations in
The Kite Runner. Like Samuel S. Lieberman, He argues that the novel could be perceived as a ‘time
capsule’ that freezes the nation’s “warring tribal principalities, petty mountain states, and ethnic

#(20)

enclaves spilling over the present national borders”"". Throughout his paper, he gives special

. . . . . @n
focus on race relations in Afghanistan with the hope to create forever peace in the country™ "

4. Discussion

4.1.The Reasons beyond Classism, Stereotypes, and Persecution in The Kite Runner.
On reading the text, it is shown that both the community and the individuals are all
responsible for the prevalence of the issues under scrutiny. To commence with the
community’s related reasons, the social system is one of the major reasons. It is very well
known that historically, Afghanistan consists of many ethnic groups. The text under discussion
focuses on two groups namely: Pashtuns and the Hazaras. These two groups differ in terms of
religious beliefs, cultural practices, social status, and physical appearances. These differences
widen the gap between the two groups. Pashtun forms the majority ruling class while Hazara
is the minority aggrieved class. Though both are Muslims, the Pashtun group is Sunni, and the
Hazara is Shi'a. Wahab and Youngerman in their book A Brief History of Afghanistan indicate
that “the major race and ethnic group in Afghanistan is the Pashtuns and followed by the

minority groups such as Tajiks, Hazaras, Uzbeks, Aimaks, Turkmen, and Baluchi” (22).

____________________________________________________________________________________________ |
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Regardless of all these definitions, it is clear that these issues divide the people and

affect their economic and social place in community. The belief that some people are inferior
to others due to their physical difference leads to “an ideology that is based upon a type of

. (15)
false consciousness and works to oppress a group of people”

. This false ideology leads to
the slavery of the marginalized. In other words, because of this unnatural ideology which is by

all means socio-cultural, some children are named as a ‘Hazara’ which limits their freedom.

The above view is expressed by Akram Sadat Hosseini and Esmaeil Zohdi in their
paper “The Kite Runner and the Problem of Racism and Ethnicity.” They study the cultural,
social, and scientific reasons that cause ethnical and racial differences taking Afghans as a case
study. Based on the Feagin’s theory that denies human difference, their paper examines the
root of ethnic prejudices and oppression among the Afghan people in the novel and the
reasons for their ethnic behaviours. They aver that the problem of racial discrimination is by
no means due to scientific observation, but due to cultural and social differences that took
place between the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries. It is demonstrated that the biological

. .. . . . (16)
difference is just some excuses for the masters to gain their egotistic goals

Waseem Ahmad in his paper “Thematic Study of Khaled Hosseini’s Novel 7he Kite
Runner” explores how the feeling of guilt may lead one to seek redemption and attain
salvation and he uses the narrator Amir’s story with his half-brother, friend, and servant
Hassan as a case studym). In the same way, Niraja Saraswat in her article “Theme of Identity
and Redemption in Khaled Hossieni's 7he Kite Runner,” explores guilt and perseverance in
The Kite Runner as the motivation for an individual to seek redemption and attain the

satisfaction of seIf-fquiIIment“B).
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3. Literature Review

Classism, stereotype, and persecution are concepts of negative practices which are
incompatible with common sense, and inconsistent with the principle of absolute divine
justice that is based on the principle of equality among all human beings. Although these

concepts are as ancient as man himself, they are still existent till now.

John J. Macionis in his book Sociology defines classism as “the belief that one racial
category is innately superior or inferior to another”® It is usually based on unreal and untrue
prejudices. Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English states that it is “the practice of
treating one person or group differently from another in an unfair way"(g). In other words, it is
dealing with some people in a different way from the way in which you treat other people,
because of their skin color, sex, race, nation, or religion. In the same way, stereotype is a term
that s defined as “an oversimplified perception of some aspect of the social world. Often tends
to be a basis for prejudice” a0 Besides, Aisha Al-Mattari in her thesis “Challenging
Stereotypes” expresses that “stereotypes are usually used to make a certain group of people

#(11)

feel superior to other individuals or groups of people” . Homi K. Bhabha in his book 7he

Location of Culture expresses the same notion averring that a group of people “feels that their
race is superior to others and therefore they have the right to rule and control others”""?.
Persecution is having the same meaning. According to Cambridge Dictionary Online, it is
defined as “unfair or cruel treatment over a long period of time because of race, religion, or
political beliefs"(13). Similarly, Concise Oxford Dictionary defines it as “an irrational and
obsessive feeling that one is the object of collective hostility or ill-treatment on the part of

(14
others 4
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| get daily e-mails from Afghans who thank me for writing this book, as they feel aslice
of their story has been told by one of their own. So, for the most part, | have been
overwhelmed with the kindness of my fellow Afghans(s) .
On the other hand, he adds that there are those who expressed their repulse calling the book
‘divisive’. They “objected to some of the issues raised in the book, namely racism,
discrimination, ethnic inequality, etc."(6). In response to such positive and negative comments,
in the same interview Hosseini said: "If this book generates any sort of dialogue among
Afghans, then | think it will have done a service to the communlty"( )

In this paper, | attempt to discuss terms like stereotype, classism, and persecution, find
out the reasons that cause them, and explain their effects on the individuals and society as a
whole. These issues are among the worst social problems that are still existent in under
developing and even developing countries that have diverse cultural, religious, and social
backgrounds, and Afghanistan is no exception. 7he Kite Runnershows how unjust, oppressive,
and devastative these issues could be. For the sake of discussing the main ideas of this paper, |
give a special focus to the relationship between Amir and Hassan, the two main characters in
the novel under scrutiny, for their relationship represents the relation between the master and
servant, Sunni and Shi’a, Pashtun and Hazara, rich and poor, but before that we have to take
into consideration that the division between the two is society-made as one of them is born to
be a master; and the other is born to be a servant. Though individuals play some roles to
worsen the situation, they are not the main reasons. The marginalized Hazaras pay the bill for
mistakes they have no bearing on, but that they are born to be Hazaras. Hosseini attempts to
create a sort of dialogue among the different groups. Like him, throughout this paper, | wish to
help people not to make judgment on orhers on the mount of pigment on one’s skin, the
religion one believes in, or the nation one belongs to; but on personal basis, on direct

experiences with them.
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attention to the destruction that happened in Afghanistan in the then period.

To begin with, it is a must to have an overview of the synopsis of the narrative. It can
be classified into three major parts. The first part takes place in Kabul. In this part, (Amir) the
narrator of the book is a Pashtun boy talking about his childhood with his Hazara friend and
servant Hassan. This section takes place from the early to mid-1970s. It is the most important
as it includes the essential events of the book such as the rape of Hassan. The next part
commences in 1981 during the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. Amir along with his father
(Baba) leave their country and move to America where they live as immigrants, and were
stereotyped by some Americans. In this section Amir marries Soraya, the daughter of a former
Afghan officer who works now with Amir’s father in California’s flea market. This section ends
with the death of Baba in 1989. The last part of the novel takes place in 2001 when Amir gets a
call from Rahim Khan (Baba’s best friend) telling him that there is still a chance “to be good
again"(z) . This call marks the beginning of a journey through which Amir gets a chance to get
rid of his past sins. Physically, it is Amir's journey from California to Afghanistan to save
Hassan’s son (Sohrab), but spiritually, it is “journey through guilt and trauma from his
childhood” "

Actually, the book talks about the powerful as well as the less fortunate people of
Afghanistan. On reading 7he Kite Runner,

One embarks on a journey that leads through the life of the glamorous prosperous
Afghans, as well as the treacherous horrific life of those less fortunate. Most
importantly, however, one encounters face-to-face the good and evil that come out
when these two very distinct lives are intertwined”

The Kite Runner has become widely known especially among Afghans for its

depiction of their bitter reality. Hosseini indicates this in his 2003 interview:
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The Afghan-born American novelist, Khalid Hosseini was born in Kabul in 1965. His father
was a diplomat with whom he left Afghanistan and moved to Paris in 1976. The Russian
invasion of Afghanistan banned them from returning to their country. They moved to America,
San Jose, California. There, he finished his education and worked as an internist between 1996

and 2004.

Hosseini is very well known for writing provocative novels. He started to write his first
novel, 7he Kite Runnerin 2001 and it was published in 2003. It has become an international
bestseller. It was published in 70 countries and translated into more than 40 languages. In
2007, it was adapted for a movie directed by Marc Forster. In the same year, his second novel
A Thousand Splendid Suns was published, and his third novel And the Mountains Echoed was
released in 2013. Both novels have been published in more than 70 countries and sold more
than 40 million copies worldwide. His visit to Afghanistan in 2007 with UNHCR inspired him
to establish The Khaled Hosseini Foundation which provides humanitarian assistance to the

needy in Afghanistan. Recently, he lives in northern California along with his wife and two

kids.

2. Introduction
Khalid Hosseini’s debut novel 7he Kite Runner (2003), is fictional, but based on real historical
and political incidents that took place in Afghanistan from 1970 monarchy to the post-Taliban.
It is also said that it is, to some extent, an autobiography. In a 2003 interview
with Newsl/ine, the author mentioned that the most autobiographical parts of his book are
those about "the difficult task of assimilating into a new culture. My father and | did work for a

while at the flea market and there really are rows of Afghans working there, some of whom |
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Classism, Stereotypes, Persecution, and Man'’s Inhumanity to Man in

Hosseini's The Kite Runner

*
Dr. Mansour Jarallah Sarhan

mansorsarhan@gmail.com

Abstract:

This paper aims to shed light on issues like classism, stereotype, and persecution as
represented in Hosseini’s 7he Kite Runner. This paper is directly concerned with the reasons
beyond these issues and their influence over the inner and outer life of people. To understand
them well, | approach them through four central questions: How do we conceptualize the
terms “classism, stereotype, and persecution”? What are the causes of such awful issues? Who
do these issues really benefit and who are their victims? What effects do these issues have on
the marginalized? After conceptualizing these issues, in this paper, | attempt to study the
reasons beyond them which are social structural factors and social psychological factors. This
paper aims to unveil the ugly face of these issues and to reflect the deleteriousness that they
have on the disrespected people. By providing some examples from the text, it is shown that
while the Sunni Pashtuns are the masters and rulers of the country, the Shi'a Hazaras are
servants who are marginalized that they have no equal rights in all fields of life: socially,

economically, politically, educationally, etc.

Keywords: stereotype, classism, persecution, Pashtuns, Hazaras.
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heroism is fairly and successfully divided among the major characters in the novel.
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In writing Vanity Fair Thackeray presents extended conversations to explore people as
they are planning and acting. Thackeray, an experienced man and author who has known life
closely and clearly, is addressing his audience: "This is life as | have known it" ; he delivers his
notes on the action and the cast, like Fielding in Joseph Andrews in the traditional way, as he
continues narration, gives moral speeches and embodies his thoughts through a significant
incident, a piece of conversation to push the action forward. In its age, such a way of
producing a fictional work, is well accepted without any sort of objection(m. Everything is
open and above broad and the readers are shown with the events by presented with action

and the novelist's dialogue sprigs in fluency.

The critic Walter Allen states also that "no novelist of genius has given us an analysis of
man in society based on so simple, clear view of life. This is implicit in the very title Vanity Fair
which has a different meaning for Thackeray from that of other writers"®”. The meaning of
vanity, and its contains, for Thackeray, changes. No longer it is void or illusion. Rather, it
becomes to mean more mature knowledge of inner soul and the wide world. The novelist
shoots the real cause and end of Man's daily conflict on Earth. Selfishness is closely attached to
human being in his race towards social position, it is the major force which moves him. English
society of the Victorian Age was widely dominated by hypocrisy and wicked plots along side
with the spread of wealth and social climbing. In depicting those remarkable features,

Thackeray proves to an accurate observer of social behavior in the Victorian Age.

In his own, distinguish way of writing, Thackeray proves to be one of the most sincere
observers of the thoughts and attitudes in the Victorian social scene. And his master piece;
Vanity Fair, unlike the majority of the Victorian fiction, does not concentrate on the life and

fortunes of a character or two, thus, it provides a wide panorama of a whole society. So, the

____________________________________________________________________________________________ |
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path. He produces a fictional work which presents a close understanding of people Iiving

around us in their daily concerns in social life. The fruit of his extraordinary work was a
marvelous performance from inside the English society and some of its classes during the first
decade of the nineteenth century. The novelist puts a sub-title of the novel indicating that it is
“without a hero". Doing that, he means seriously to attract his reader to his fictional adventure
without any slice appearance of a hero of the traditional concept, not through one but from
many points of view, lives and attitudes. The researchers assume that Thackeray had amusingly
won the challenge. The huge site colored and enhanced by faithful painting of fictional persons.
For instance, Becky Sharp, is one of the most remembered in English and world fiction as well.
Such is the case for the character of Rawdon Crawley, her husband. Other characters like Amelia
Sedley and Major Dobbin are not of less fame. Thackeray conveys the passage of time, in his
narration, cleverly in a unique, professional method rarely found in his contemporaries. The
narration covers a period of about ten years without any sudden shift in the lives of characters;
they are not fridge, but flexible to the pressure of incidents over the years. They grow older in
their creator's active mind. There are great episodes and effective scenes, the greatest of the
account of the Battle of Waterloo (Against Napoleon in 1815). There is brilliant humor and light
comedy, but reality always dominates. Characters can be seen and realized through the run of
the easy stream of the narrator's voice. The reader accept the change from a scene to another
with great satisfaction, looking at life as he lives and watches around; people struggle and fight
after money, to collect and spend. People are busy in contracting business, planning marriages
and follow their social ambitions. All of that happens in a sense of realism, nothing is incredible
because it is the narration of close relevant to life. So that the critic Walter Allen states that "the
only analogue to the novel is (Tolstoy's) War and Peace." which also covers the Napoleonic

period in Russiam).
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of Thackeray's artistic achievement. And he modified his material to suit the age perfectly.
Naturally enough this shows first of all whenever his story brings him up against sex, especially
in its more unrealized manifestations like the scene in chapter 53 when Rawdon discovers his
wife Becky alone at night with Lord Styne in her house. Sexual aberration, for some reason or
other, is always the most agitating topic to moralists; few can keep their heads when they come
to speak of it; and the typical, reverenced Victorians were no exception. It was the sin over
which they showed themselves the most militant. They did not really like it mentioned in fiction
at all; if it had to be mentioned it "must be in a tone of solemn reprobation, without a hint of
fIippancy"(Zg). Later critics have complained a great deal about this; later novelists have done
their best to make sure that no such complaint can be made of them. But, as a matter of fact, to
the majority of the great Victorian novelists these strict regulations were not nearly of such
consequence as might be supposed. Most of the Victorian novelists are not interested nor
inspired by it at all; Thackeray's inspiration is rooted in the universal weaknesses of mankind,
the temptations of money and social rank. "His easy- going, disillusioned, ironical view of life,
skeptical of any heroic high- flown view of human virtue" says the critic John Cary "envisaging
man as a mundane, earth bound, frail sort of creature, whose best virtues were instinctive

. (29 o .
virtues"™. The instinctive virtues are the best things about human nature.
Conclusion:

In his lifetime, and for three or four decades after, the Victorian novelist, William
Thackeray shared the kingdom of Victorian fiction "with Dickens, with whom he was paired as
. . . . . . . u(30) - . ..
inevitably as Browning with Tennyson in Victorian poetry” ™. It is impossible not to see him in
competition with the pioneer novelists like the British Fielding, the Russian Tolstoy, and even
with the French Proust. In his master piece Vanity Fair, Thackeray was consciously attempting

an unprecedented achievement and fame. In writing Vanity Fair, he plans and follows a realistic

e |
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beautifully adapted to express his gentle reminiscent mood. Its most colloquial expressions are
picked, its easiest rhythms calculated, every chapter, every paragraph works up from chosen
and effective opening to a final telling sentence. And ‘it reaps the reward of

conscientiousness. Its apparent ease makes it flexible enough to cover without awkwardness
all the vast variety of mood and incident which Thackeray's subject- matter entails" and to pass
easily from one scene to the other. As in the novels of many conscious artists, the narration
never gets between the reader and the subject Thackeray can soar and drop and brood
and perorate and weep and laugh with equal ease"™. His style is at home and as much itself
whether broadly laughing at the character of Jos Sedley or glowing to romantic eloquence over

the attractiveness of Amelia.

The study could sum up about Thackeray's style that its eloquence has the precision and
felicity of the real stylist, the careful sense of words that makes the most trifling page living and
significant and pleasing. And it is a style that enables him to rise to an effect of beauty; the
sunset serenity "as of a long and stormy day coming to a tranquil end, windless air, fading
mellow sky" in which he narrates the last two pages of Vanity Fair, that sad, passionate

meditations over old friends, old days, gone for ever, which stirs within him(ZG)‘

Still, for all his achievement, William Thackeray is not the most successful Victorian
novelist, to some critics. He is an open to criticism as Dickens, and more damaging criticism. For
instance, the critic Elton says that itis because "one thing he is among the writers, like Tennyson,
whose executive talent was on a greater scale than his creative inspiration"(27)'50me
inconsistencies, here and there, in characters are Thackeray's most apparent fault. But the
careful judgment cannot consider that as a serious fault for they are due to the influence of the
age in which he lived. The militant moral views that ruled every aspect of Victorian life with so

tyrannical rule, were not ultimately consistent with the moral order whose creation is the center

____________________________________________________________________________________________ [ 2



' ; A Wwdé 2PN
2020 pouwys | &2 :

(EISsN): 2708-5783 IENRLTATILY Fo P P ARl

borrow a phrase from the art critics, a 'stylized' method. He "sedulously selects from Zola and

Dickens what he thinks the most signiﬁcant"(zo).

Another remarkable mark of Thackeray's method of presentation is the mood in which
he writes. The many, different episodes inside the narration are smoothly interacted without
losing their reference to the main atmosphere and belonging to the setting. Vanity Fairis not a
mere record of facts objectively observed, like a scientific text —book, but of facts seen
subjectively through the writer's mood. Thackeray does not allow the readers to present at the
episode, they are present in Thackeray's room as he tells them about it later. And as a result,
the readers are conscious of a double emotion, that of its actors and, more predominately, that
of Thackeray observing them. The "plain positive colours of the drama are refracted through
the painted glass of Thackeray's mood"®” We see Sir Pitt Crawely's death, for instance, partly
as a matter of grief as it seemed to Sir Pitt, partly as a matter of congratulation as it seemed to

his heir, but predominantly as a matter for satiric irony as it seemed to Thackeray.

Thackeray depends a lot on the use of irony. He can appear to the reader as a dramatic,
pathetic, comic and didactic: but all these elements are streaked with the same irony.
"Thackerayan irony", says the critic Alexander Welsh "owing something sentimental in it to
Sterne, something virile to Fielding, but essentially unlike either, warm and powerful”, it is the
irony of the elderly, experienced man surviving from his armchair in the evening of his days his

. . . . (22)
long memories of man in vanity fair” .

So that, Thackeray's diction is clearly influenced by his fondness of irony. This feature
brings us to his other remarkable talent, his style. Thackeray's style is in a complete unity with
the rest of his work. It seems "negligent enough, full of colloquialism and digressions and

(2

exclamations”"”. But in reality it is highly conscious affair. In spite of its negligent, it is

e |
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Such a passage is fair enough to make the characters of Rawdon, Southdown, Becky

and Steyne living to the reader. Thackeray does not take long over his most important scenes:
Rawdon Crawley's quarrel with Lord Steyne, when he finds him with his wife, which is the
climax of the novel takes only two pages, and other scenes of importance are alike. Whereas
the book consists of a huge number of fragments, Thackeray's method of telling the story joins
the fragments together smoothly. It was the early English novelist, Fielding, who had initiated
the device by which the author tells the story openly in his own person, interrupting the action
from time to time to comment on what is taking place; but "Fielding had confined his
comments to certain sections of the novel designed to serve his moral purpose"mg); Thakeray
develops and extends this method. He tells the reader his story just like an old man tells a fairy
tale directly in front of family audience, his focus is on oral narration not on writing; this simple
oral method enables him to widen the area of his fiction; instead of establishing a stage, he
plays the roles. As soon as he fulfilled the fictional idea, the story- teller changes the attention
easily. In this narrative way, Thackeray does not encounter any difficulty in using and moving
the raw material in his hands to produce his performance. It is so obvious that he manages "to
impose a unity tone on a heterogeneous subject- matter""?. Itis also obvious, that not only the
careful critic, but even the reader can perceive Thackeray's fictional touch and distinguished
identity. However varied the consequences through which the story moves, it is told to us by
the same voice, with same figures of speech to arouse curiously; however different the crowd
of characters and scenes he is drawing, they haves the signature of Thackeray's style of
draftsmanship. It is a highly individual style, Thackeray's creative imagination is most
impressively apparent in the moral order he imposes on experience, but it shows itself in

another way of presenting his story. His method of describing scene and character is, to

____________________________________________________________________________________________ [ 2
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draw a scene in few words; he had that "unteachable gift for dialogue”, which can make a
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character reveal itself in its lightest phrase

Rawdon", said Becky, very late one night, as a party of gentlemen were
seated round her crackling drawing — room fire (for the men came to her house
to finish the night; and she had ice and coffee for them, the best in London) : |

must have a sheep dog."

" A what?" said Rawdon, looking up from ecarte table. ' " A sheep dog!"
said young Lord Southdown. " My dear Mrs. Crawley, what a fancy! Why not
having a Danish dog? | know of one as big as a camel-leopard, by Jove. It would
almost pull your brougham. Or a Persian greyhound, eh? (I propose, if you
please), or a little pug that would go into one of Lord Steyne's snuff-boxes? There
is a man at Bayswater got one with such a nose that you might — | mark the king

and play — that you might hang your hat on it."

" "What can you want with a shepherd's dog?" the lively little Southdown
continued.

I mean a moralshepherd's dog" said Becky, laughing and looking up at

Lord Steyne.

"" What the devil's that?" said his lordship.

A dog to keep the wolves off me", Rebecca continued, " A companion.”

" Dear little innocent lamb, you want one”, said the Marquis, and his jaw
thrust out, and he began to grin hideously, his little eyes leering towards

Rebecca.' (p.199)

____________________________________________________________________________________________ |
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same self-deceived, equally attracted by the outside glitter and temptation of the vanity fair, and

finally equally disappointed. George Osborne, Amelia's husband, led by egotism and snobbery,
first neglects her and is fascinated by the charms of her friend, Becky, the thing which, lately,
results the destruction of her sincere devotion. Rawdon Crawley is also deceived by his
foolishness into considering Becky as an ideal. And major Dobbin is deceived by his absolute
love and devotion for Amelia and sacrifices himself for what he finds ultimately an affair not

deserving his great lost.
IV. The Hypothesis of the Study

It is clearly found that the structural plan of Vanity Fairis Thackeray's greatest technical
achievement in fiction. Thackeray's subjects, involving an enormous number of heterogeneous
characters and diverse incidents and generally more than one plot going on side by side at the
same time, present difficult challenges to the writer. He must be able to keep the reader
interested in several different characters and different worlds at the same time; yet he must not
linger too long over any one of them, the reader must not have time to forget about one group
while he is reading about the other. The critic Arnold kettle believes that the novel "has
thematic unity and all the characters and incidents have been devised to illustrate the
theme""®. To indicate clearly his theme — the folly and frivolity of life in vanity fair — he has
devised an original structure; a structure that so far from being loose and illogical has an
operative symmetry. In order to depict the universal feature of the laws controlling the race
vanity fair, the novelist shows them to us as exhibited not on a single, traditional hero, as it is
familiar, but in the careers of the two girls: Amelia and Becky. It is also clear that if the novel,
Vanity Fair, is to be a work of art at all it must have a kind of unity of tone. Thackeray manages
smartly and professionally to solve these problems. "No one has ever been better at

manipulating a huge mass of material.” He can make his effects so quickly: indicate a situation,

____________________________________________________________________________________________ [ 20
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using the phrase: "all is vanity" to close the narration, doesn't reflect that Thackeray means to

express a general scorn of all human nature, but of certain desires and weaknesses in it.

Most of the major characters in the novel involve in the race after money and social
position which are, in their views, the real treasures and targets of life. It is a materialistic
society from top to toe, presenting a glittering surface, under which is a loveless, wicked void.
The vast setting of the novel moves from London to Brussels, to pumpernickel. In all these
sites, money values and social climbing dominate life. For instance, the wealthy Miss Crawley
has "a balance at her bankers which would have made her beloved anywhere" (p.117) and the
affections of all her social relations are centered in that balance, not in her personality. The
other wealthy, Old Osborne, has no pity for his close friend Sedley when he falls in business,
though Sedley has helped him to start his own business. Moreover he planned to marry his
son to an illiterate woman from the West Indies, Miss Swartz, only because of the size of her
dowry. Old Osborne boasts to his son George: "l don't grudge money when | know you're in a
good society, because | know that a good society can never go wrong."(p.166).And, on the
Duchess of Richmond's ball on the eve of the battle of Waterloo, the noblemen argue: “The
struggles, intrigues and prayers to get tickets were such as only English ladies will employ, in
order to gain admission to the society of the great of their own nation."(p.202) At the same
time the wealthy are shown as behaving with shocking ill- breeding towards anyone of lower
class; none of them will accept the second Lady Crawley, because she is the daughter of an
iron-monger, and Rawdon Crawley ignores Major Dobbin, looking upon him as "an underbred

city man".

Accordingly, the characters in the novel are self- deceived chasing false ambitions or
clinging to false loyalties. And since no one reaches full satisfaction, frustration is their shared

fate at the end. The male characters who haunt around the two girls (Amelia and Becky) are the

____________________________________________________________________________________________ |
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the glories of her Irish ancestry as much as she does; the humors of Jos Sedley turn on the fact

that a fat poltroon can persuade himself that he is an Adonis and a fire-eater. Every member of
the large cast of the novel reveals himself in some degree as a victim of his own or other
people’s deception. Relentlessly the veils are torn away from characters, comic and serious.
Without rancor, with pity even, their author exhibits the hidden strings, at the command of
which, all unknowing, his puppets dance. And then, "Ah, Vanitas Vanitarum he says, which of
us is happy in this world? Which of us has his desire or having it satisfied? — come, children, let
us shut up the box and the puppets, for our play is played out."(p.291) Those words are given
as the conclusion of the whole narration; as "the curtain falls the puppet — master steps out

and openly declares the moral which has hovered behind every sentence of its thousand

pages"(14).

lll. Analyzing the Plot

Thackeray ends his narration with a famous quotation from the Holy Book: "Vanitas
Vanitatum of vanity of vanities, all is vanity". It is clear that the novelist, like a religious
preacher, condemns all earthly ambitions and earthly pleasures and advices, instead, an
ascetic life for the good of the soul in the other world. This is, briefly and obviously, the moral
lesson of the novel. But Thackeray is not such a preacher,” he was rather a realist who
observed the faults of men accurately, and a moral satirist whom aim was to correct and
improve human society and human institutions. His aim was to correct and not to condemn

u(15
and denounce"™

. So, he manages to expose and ridicule the false appearance, the self-
deceptions, the money values, the snobbery, social climbing and above all: the vanities of
vanity fair. The novel explains that the novelist does not mean to scorn the importance of

secure life with family, a respectable position in society; but he exposes the deception, of

regarding possession and appearance as the very aim of man's struggle on earth. However,

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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marriage to Becky that tames him. He accepts her superiority and admires her wit and
intelligence. He has absolute faith in her that " he becomes a mere puppet in her hands"
(p-182). But his character is clearly developed to prove dignity and self- respecting. When he
discovers Becky's treason, he strikes Lord Steyne and challenges him to a duel to avenge his
honor. His love for his young son, Rawdon, is the most remarkable thing in his life and while

Becky neglects the boy, he becomes both his nurse and playmate.

The minor characters in the novel are similarly contrasted: John Sedley, father of Amelia
and Joseph, is kind and self- deceived. He represents the older merchant class in English
society, which is, according to the events of the novel, is ruined by the pushing and shrewd,
new merchant class in the early 19" century. After his financial ruin, Mr. Sedley dies in
Poverty. This character is put to contrast another wealthy old man: Mr. John Osborne, father of
George Osborne and Amelia's father-in-law. He represents the new merchant class in society
which is shrewd and calculating. A tuff ruler who imposes fear at his home. A clear example of
the vanity fair; He allows the marriage of his son, John to Amelia in one condition: that she has
a wealth. Moreover, he disowns his son and tries to force him to marry another wealthy
heiress. But, quite long after his son's death in Waterloo, he expresses love and kindness for his
little grandson and decides to take him in his custody. In the same way, the cunning, cruel and
neglectful to his wife, old Sir Pitt Crawely, who symbolizes the corruption of the landed gentry
of England, is contrasted with his stupid egoistic brother Bute. The rich spinster, Miss Crawley,
Sir Pett's half-sister is outraged at Rawdon's marriage with a governess (Becky Sharp) and
disinherit him. The professedly unworldly Lady Bareacres is absorbed in procuring a rich
marriage for her daughter. Even the farcical characters who provide the light relief of the book

contribute to illustrate its main thesis. Mrs. O'Dowd is ignorant that everyone does not admire

____________________________________________________________________________________________ |
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Becky, as it is mentioned before, can easily control herself and prevent her tears; whereas
Amelia cries over many trivial things such as a death of a bird or melodramatic situation in a

novel.

Other characters in the novel are subjected to the same contrast, so that the parallel
structure extends to the men who enter Amelia's and Becky's lives; they are similarly oppose
each other, similarly self-deceived. George Osborne, Amelia's unworthy lover and husband, is
led by egotism and snobbery first to neglect and finally to destroy her genuine devotion. The
only son of a wealthy merchant, he gets the best of education, joins the army, and waste
money in drinking and gambling. His shallow nature cannot feel a love equal to that of his
loyal wife: Amelia, so, he selfishly neglects her for other affairs. However, he undergoes a
change of heart at the eve of Waterloo, as if he feels his approaching death, repents his neglect
of his wife and asks Dobbin, his close friend to take care of her. On the contrary; Major William
Dobbin, is chivalrous and generous. He helps the poor and fights for the weak. He is the only
character in the novel, completely embodied Thackeray's opinion of a gentleman, "whose aims
are generous, whose truth is constant and not constant in its kind, but elevated in its degree,
manly sympathy for the great and the small"(p.107). His love of Amelia is totally unselfish that
he helps to bring out her marriage to his friend and schoolmate: George Osborne. Critics of the
English novels have criticized the character of Major Dobbin for blind, or a dog-like, love to
Amelia. But the critic Arnold Kettle has the view that Major Dobbin serves an important
purpose in the novel: " He is not a hero, but he is a rock, or rather an oak, around which the

. . w(13)
tender parasite clings

Rawdon Crawley, Becky's husband, is a good natured man but self indulgent. Like
George Osborne, he has brought up in wealth and prosperity: son of Sir Pitt, the rich Baronet.

He also gambles and drinks. The novelist presents him to be " a heavy dragon with strong
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she lacks self- confident and ignorance of man's ways. Her most significant role in the novel is
to act as a foil to Beckey, in other words, a positive foil to give balance against the negative
example of Beckey. When she marries to the wealthy, snob, George Osborne who betrays and
deserts her, Amelia shows weak humility and blind loyalty. Old Osborne, the hard- hearted,
wealthy merchant disagrees his son's, George marriage to Amelia and disinherits him. George
Osborne is killed in the Battle of Waterloo and the beautiful widow realizes, in her grief, that
she has been left almost penniless. However, a new hope in life comes to her with her son's
birth. Motherhood makes her blossom again, and her being is wholly occupied with little
Osborne. Ultimately, we see Amelia as the only character in the novel who achieves self-
knowledge, really matures and wins the award for her virtues to serve the moral message of
the book. At last she awakens to her own selfish folly and recognizes the generous affection of
Major Dobbin, her old devoted lover who appears to save her like the knights in the old
romance. She also realizes that it was Major Dobbin who had been supporting her and her
parents over the years, that was it was he who persuades old Mr. Osborne to accept and take
care of his grandson, little George and he is the only true friend that she has got in the world. It
is through marriage with this sincere friend that she achieves at last, security, happiness and
prosperity.

The contrast between the two women is clearly the contrast between heartlessness and
devotion, between an active and a passive nature. The two friends are simply the opposite of
each other in their lives and attitudes. It is too clear that Amelia's simplicity, plainness and trust
in others is the actual cause after her being a good model that stands to appose Becky's hateful
hypocrisy. It is true that the two young ladies attractive, but it is true also that men have
different reasons to follow each of them. As for Becky, they prefer her smart looks besides her

beauty. On the other hand, they are attracted by Amelia's gentle nature and beauty of the soul.
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She is also heartless as a mother, she shows love and affection for her son only to gain

sympathy of others.

Beckey's climbing efforts succeeds; she fulfills her ambitions and wins social prestige,
rank and power to the degree that she is presented at the Royal Court where she shines
brilliantly. But when she is at the climax of her fame and popularity, her decline begins as if she
is punished for her ill-treatment of her husband and neglect of her son. She disappears from
the London scene after being discovered in a compromising position with Lord Steyne: Her
husband returns home out of prison to find her singing, reclining on a sofa, in a beautiful
gown, blazing with diamonds, and "Lord Steyne bending over her hand, which he was kissing."
(p-190). She begins a wandering in Europe where she sinks into degradation, she drinks and
finds loose companions. When fate throws Jos Sedely, Amelia’s elder brother, in her path, she
obtains the means to end her days respectably that we see her last as a charitable dowager.
The critic Tilak finds in the character of Becky "one of the most outstanding characters in the
English novel and a triumph of Thackeray's art" Intelllgent and revolt, Becky Sharp could
also stands for every woman in her circumstances and age; and though a strongly individual
character, she is the type of a civilization "a small scale model of a world, a microcosm in which

. . . . o N w(11
the social macrocosm is subtilized and intensified and made significant ay

Unlike Becky, Amelia Sedley lives a happy childhood and enjoys what money and rank
position offer in the fair. Protected by her parents, she leads a sheltered existence. She is
privileged pupil at Miss Pinkerton’s Academy. Amelia Sedley is a lovely and friendly girl, such
plain virtue involves some defects. She is considered to be naive and feeble to certain degree.
The character of the gentle and tender Amelia is an obvious example of Thackeray's custom to

.. " . . w(12) . .
make his virtuous characters "rather unintelligent, and colorless™ . With an adorable purity,
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amusingly contrasted to shed a light on the powerful judgments that affect life in 'Vanity Fair'.
The first, Becky Sharp, begins in a low social position to reach a high rank and then come
down. However, she gets a satisfactory resolutions at the end. The other, Amelia Sedley, goes
in an opposing line, when her friend Becky enjoys a good social position, she deteriorates
down the ladder, but finally she gets up. Life throw them apart for many years in which they
follow their fortunes, to meet in the last chapters and settle down, the thing that made their

contrastive ways so clear.

The narration begins with the two girls leave an academy for young ladies to face the
wide world after finishing their school days. Rebecca (Becky) Sharp doesn't feel happy in her
childhood. Her father was a careless, drunken, unsuccessful artist and her dead mother was a
French singer. She learns to depend on her own gifts to live. Aged seventeen, she is taken to
teach French for her food and lodging. She is pale, sandy- haired with green eyes and looks
that she had experienced hard times. She is not beautiful but she has a strong fascination. In
spite of her being unfriendly, she manages to pretend modesty, simplicity and gentleness. Her
social ambition is the great motive force behind all her actions. She sacrifices husband, child
and friends to a social position. Beckey decides to occupy a place for herself in the fair and
struggles to achieve that aim, to the degree that she turns to be a merciless social climber. Her
weapons in the struggle are her witness and intelligence. She never shows her tears to other,
but she cannot resist some tears because she says 'No' when the wealthy, old man Sir Pitt
Crawley offers to marry her because she has already marries his son, Rawdon. She treats
Rawdon Crawely, as merely "an errand-man”,and because of her superiority he becomes " Mrs.
Craweley's husband" (p.99). Although she has enough money, she does not go to his rescue

when he is imprisoned because of debts. When he goes to the war she also doesn't care or
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n (3)

human is dominated by circumstance, in fact "Everyone is the slave of circumstances” ™. The
novelist, Thackeray clearly declares the target of his work, it is to say "that we are for the most
time... foolish and selfish people...all eager after Vanities"(4). Following, in details, many ironies
and incidents in the lives of the two women, the novelist smartly managed to uncover the
hypocrisy, stupidity and vanity of people from all sections and classes in the English —
Victorian - society. The novel evolves themes of depiction and manipulation, as most

characters attempt to get personal benefits by exploiting other characters through marriage,

business deals or other ways.

Following this contrast through many attitudes and human conditions results what
critics used to call " A panorama of early 19" century society"(s). It is the vivid movement and
color of this panorama that make Vanity Fair Thackeray's master piece and great literary
achievement. The professional, talented way of narration, the subtle drawing of characters and
sincere description also make it "one of the outstanding novels of its period"(e). But we cannot,
simply classify Vanity Fair as a mere depiction or criticism towards a certain social sample.
Rather, the reader of the novel is made conscious, throughout the narration, of the
ambivalence of Man desires and motives to the degree to be ready to comprehend the
novelist's moral lesson which is delivered, at the end, as a conclusion of the novel: " Ah!
Vanitas Vanitatum!Which of us is happy in this world? Which of us has his desire satisfied?"”
This tragic and ironic statement makes Vanity Fair "a lasting and insightful evaluation of
human ambition and experience"(s). It is to emphasize the moral message of the novel that
Thackeray borrowed the title of his novel "from John Bunyan's Pilgrim’s progress"(g). where
Vanity Fair is the center of human corruption; where earthly pleasures and temptations hinder

Man in his sacred way to heavenly salvation.

____________________________________________________________________________________________



' ; A Wwdé 2PN
2020 pouwys | &2 :

(EISsN): 2708-5783 IENRLTATILY Fo P P ARl

Moreover the study tries to draw a certain way towards its own contribution among the great
amount of studies and notable works on the novelist and his work in order to achieve the
objective of the study, and to point out William Thackeray's unprecedented method in writing
a novel without depending on any central hero. The assumption which is brought out through

a close analysis of the theme and characters of the novel.
II. Characters and Events

For all scholars and students of English literature, Vanity fairis considered to be one of
the classic books that form the fictional achievement in the Victorian Age and it is necessary to
be acquaintance to it as one of the important entrances to the whole age. Its action takes place
in the early 19" century, which is considered by the historians to be a critical era in England
and Europe as well. The narration is deeply involved in covering the contrastive lines of the
fortunes of the two ladies: Amelia Sedley and Becky Sharp who, although friends since their
childhood, have many differences: Amelia is wealthy and wellborn whereas Becky Sharp is
poor, scheming, ambitious and amoral. But the careful reader will soon discover that the
contrast between the characters of the two women is not a plain, simple one between good
and evil as the custom in the early English novels. Putting the subtitle "A novel Without a Hero"
declares that the author, deliberately means not to award any of the characters the honor of
heroism neither the role of the narrator. Consciously, Thackeray breaks with the conventions
that ruled the Victorian novel for a long time: a hero, villain, wicked plots, final marriage and
the rest of it. With a clear touch of technical experiment, the narration is not introduced to the
reader by one of the characters' scope or voice, it is a calm and neuter narration that keep a fair
distance away from all the characters and doesn’t belong to any, so the reader is not
demanded to take any side. Here, the whole scene of social life is the subject and the field as

well. The novel is antiheroic because a certain hero will dominate the circumstances in the
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contemporaries’ comments like those of Charlotte Bronte, John Forster and Robert Bell in

1848 and later in Antony Trollope's comments on the novel and its major characters in

1867.

Pioneer studies on Thackeray and his master piece should be also mentioned here
for they had early announced William Thackeray as an observer and critic of the social
scene and relations in the Victorian Age. These include W.C. Brownell's Victorian Prose
Masters (London:1901), Charles Whibley's William Makepeace Thackeray (London: 1903)
and Percy Lubbock's comments appeared in Vanity Fair in The Craft of Fiction

(London;1921).

Thackeray's distinguished style and themes has been noticed and closely analyzed by
modern critics and researchers as well. The critic Kathleen Tilloston in novels of the Eighties

Forties (Oxford :1954).

discussed Thackeray's approach of the (land) between middle classes and the
aristocracy to consider Thackeray as a social novelist and critic more intelligent than many of
his contemporaries. Edgar F. Harden in his book, Vanity Fair (London:1977) praised the
significance of narrative form in the novel, Barbara Hardy in 7he Exposure of Luxury
(London:1979), pointed out the social analysis and dramatic sensibility in the novel and A. E.
Dyson in Essays in Irony (London:1980), considered Vanity fair as one of the most important

examples of characterization, irony and explicit moralizing in English fiction.

This study has made use of the previous works and depends on some others that

closely serve and enhance its main hypothesis as it is shown in the references at the end.
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attached to some of his own paintings. He married an Irish girl in 1836, while studying art in

Paris. However, he managed to live in Paris by writing for a newspaper. In 1837, he left his

work and Paris also and returned to London to be a hardworking journalistm.

It is widely agreeable, for all the literary historians, that the ‘I9[h century was
distinguished by the appearance and spread of the magazines as the unique device for culture
and publishing, mainly in England and in some other parts of the continent to certain degrees.
The magazine was carefully designed to achieve wide interest and agreement for the major
sects of common readers in society. Most of the famous Victorian novelists like Dickens,
Disraeli, Trollope and Mrs. Gaskell wrote and published their novels serially in weekly and
monthly magazines. As for Thackeray, he wrote many literary opinions on many different
issues and was noticed as an active reviewer to some famous periodicals in London. He
collected these early writings in Miscs/lanies/4 vol. (1855-57), Major Gahagan (1838-39), a
fantasy of a British soldier in India; Carherine(1839-40), a crime story, The History of Samuel
Titmarsh and the Great Diamond (1841) a sarcastic description of family life shortly after
marriage ; The Luck of Barry Lyndon (1856), a historical novel; 7he Book of Snobs (1848), in
which he collected some of his contributions in a magazine called Punch under the title " The
Snobs of England, by One of Themselves™. But itis also agreeable that the serial publication of
Vanity Fair(1847-48) was the actual cause of both Thackeray's rise and reputation s a novelist,
and since that date he announced himself as a well known member in the Victorian literary

movement.
I. Review of Literature

A great deal of discussion of William Thackeray as one of the notable novelists of

the Victorian Age and his novel Vanity Fair will be found in early studies. His work had

- |
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Introduction:

Richmond Thackeray, was an official in the British administration in India. After his
death in 1815, he left only a son: William. The orphan young man was obliged to go back to
England to attend school and then Trinity College in 1828 which he didn’t enjoy and left two
years later to study law for another two years. He was a talented painter to the degree that he

became a professional painter. Many of his early experiments in writing were beautifully
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William Thackeray's Vanity Fair

The Complete Absence of the Traditional Hero

Dr. Ali Mohammed Segar*
ali.s.segar@almamonuc.edu.iq
Abstract:

This paper aims to study William Thackeray’s Vanity Fair by using an analytical
method of the central theme of the novel, its main characters as well as some of the
minor, important characters. It begins with a general introduction about the novelist and
his age and literary career followed by the first section which is a brief review of the
characters and events of the novel. The second section analyses the very details of the
novel depending on its plot and the conversations between characters. The third section
asserts the hypothesis of the study and the conclusion shows that William Thackeray
had managed in achieving a narrative form, unprecedented by any of his

contemporaries, in which there is no role for the traditional hero.

Keywords: William Thackeray, Vanity Fair, The Victorian Age, Novel.

*
Assist. Prof. English Literature, Dept. of English, Almamoun University College, Baghdad\ Iraq.
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