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Higher Education Institutions in Palestine: A Classificatory and Analytical Study of
Disciplines and Quantity
Manaf Khader Dababat - Natasha Omar Abu Ziyad **

mdaraghmeh@staff.alquds.edu Natasha.o.ziyad@hotmail.com

Abstract

This study aimed to classify higher education institutions in Palestine, analyze their geographical
distribution, examine the quantity of these institutions, and document the academic programs they offer. For
the study purposes, the descriptive-analytical methodology based on quantitative indicators was employed.
The study key findings indicated that the majority of higher education institutions are public entities not
affiliated with either governmental or private sectors. These institutions are geographically dispersed in an
unplanned manner, lacking spatial organization. Additionally, the role of university and community colleges
within higher education remains limited, technical education is scarce. It was also revealed that doctoral
programs are predominantly concentrated in social sciences and humanities. The study recommends fostering
alignment between graduate programs and labor market demands, enhancing international expertise and
partnerships, and adhering to the regulations of the national spatial plan for the distribution of higher
education institutions.
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