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The Current Status of Partnerships between Applied Colleges in Saudi Universities and

the Private Sector

Mashael Saleh Albattah Dr. Anas Ibrahim Altuwaijri **
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Abstract;

This study examined the status of partnerships between applied colleges in Saudi universities and the
private sector in the areas of education and training, scientific research, and community service. The
descriptive analytical approach was adopted. The study population consisted of leaders of applied colleges in
Saudi universities located in Hafar Al-Batin, Northern Borders, Shagra, Najran, and Taif (N = 294), from which
a representative sample of 167 participants was selected. A questionnaire was used as the primary data
collection instrument. Results indicated that the overall level of partnership between applied colleges and the
private sector was moderate. The education dimension ranked first with a mean score of 2.61 and a standard
deviation of 0.652, indicating a moderate level. The community service ranked second with the same mean
score (2.61) and standard deviation (0.652), also reflecting a moderate level. Research dimension ranked third
and last with a mean score of 2.59 and a standard deviation of 0.696, indicating a low level. The study
recommended developing a structured governance framework for partnerships, strengthening joint
investment in applied research, expanding cooperative training aligned with labor market needs, and
activating business incubators and technology transfer offices to promote sustainable strategic partnerships
between applied colleges and the private sector.
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*Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).
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