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The Current Level of Kindergarten Teachers’ Knowledge of Early Identification of Gifted

Children with Learning Disabilities

Prof. Abdullah Ali Alrubaian* Mnar Yousef Alammar **
alrubaian@qu.edu.sa 431213973@qu.edu.sa

Abstract

This study aimed to examine kindergarten teachers’ knowledge of the early identification of gifted
children with learning disabilities, assess their knowledge of identification methods, and investigate the effects
of selected demographic variables. A descriptive research design was employed, and data were collected using
a questionnaire administered to a sample of 315 kindergarten teachers in the Qassim Region, Saudi Arabia.
The findings indicated that teachers demonstrated a high level of knowledge about gifted children with
learning disabilities, both in terms of their general understanding of this population and their knowledge of
their characteristics. Teachers also demonstrated a high level of knowledge of early identification methods.
The findings further highlighted the importance of collaboration between kindergarten teachers and other
educators in recognizing and facilitating the early identification of this population. No statistically significant
differences were found in teachers’ overall knowledge scores based on academic qualification or years of
teaching experience. However, statistically significant differences were found based on the number of training
courses attended, favoring teachers who had received training in gifted education and learning disabilities. In
light of these findings, the study recommended strengthening kindergarten teachers’ competencies in the early
identification of gifted children with learning disabilities through specialized training programs and
incorporating content on early identification methods and tools into teacher preparation programs.
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