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Abstract:

This study aims to uncover the ambiguities surrounding the emergence of a Jewish
independent residential sector in Thamar city, its founding history, and its construction-concerned
authority. It also seeks to trace the accounts provided by travelers and visitors, highlighting the
documentation of remaining heritage landmarks in the quarter still existing today. The descriptive-
analytical-comparative archaeological approach was adopted. The study is divided into an
introduction and two sections. Section one dealt with the historical and geographical aspects. Section
two focused on the archaeological study, including the Jewish Quarter overall plan, its defensive
fortifications, and two houses selection in this quarter as models of residential dwellings. The key
findings showed that the Jewish Quarter in Thamar city was the largest Jewish settlement in the
province, serving as an urban model for smaller Jewish neighborhoods in Yemen, founded in
compliance to Imam Al-Muayyad bi-Allah Mohammed bin Al-Mutawakkil Ismael directives in 1094
AH (1681 CE) on state public endowment (waqf) land. Some houses ownership documents revealed
that four designations for the Qaa Quarter existed, confirming that the Jews sold their houses before

migration to Palestine since 1948 CE.

Keywords: Jews Quarter, Thamar city, Architectural heritage, Architectural defensive elements,

Yemeni civilization.
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