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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the fatwa document issued by the scholars of the Arab Maghreb
(Morocco) against Sultan Abdul Hamid Il (1876-1909), criminalizing Hejaz Railway construction. It
also highlights the use of religious fatwas to hinder the modernization Arabian Peninsula
transportation, serving the interests of Britain which oppose the Hejaz Railway project. For the study
purposes, the historical descriptive analytical research approach was adopted. The study consists of
an introduction, four sections, and a conclusion. The introduction states the research problem,
objectives, and significance. The first section presents the literal text of the document and its critique.
The second section defines the terminology used in the document. The third section examines the
context of the document, while the fourth and final section offers a historical analysis of the
document. The study key findings showed that the document’s terminology was well defined and the
historical ambiguities surrounding its content were analyzed. It was also concluded that the religious,

political, and economic contexts and dimensions contained within the document were clarified.
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