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Combating Price Surges Inflation in Mamluk Egypt (648—923 AH / 1250—1517 CE): A Historical Study
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Abstract

This study aims to highlight the efforts and measures implemented by the Mamluk state to combat
inflation, price surges, and mitigate their adverse consequences. It examines practical interventions such as
price-fixing mechanisms, importing foodstuffs from domestic and foreign sources, opening state granaries and
storehouses, including those of princes and merchants, for regulated sales at state-mandated prices, providing
aid to the poor, indigent, and vulnerable; and implementing religious observances such as prayers for rain. The
study findings shows that Mamluk Egypt frequently endured economic crises, consistently accompanied by
sharp increases in staple food prices - particularly wheat, barley, beans, and meat - signifying higher bread
costs for a population reliant on it as a dietary staple. Price inflation stemmed not only from economic crises
but also routinely occurred under normal conditions. This profoundly exerted impact on the poor, indigent,
and vulnerable, often rendering them unable to procure essential foodstuffs (especially bread), thereby
precipitating widespread famines and frequent starvation-related mortality.
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