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Non-Verbal Communication in Sahih of Al-Bukhari: Common
Appearances as an Example
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Khalid Rashid Ali Hamood
Abstract:

Everybody has his own appearance; and every appearance has a special body
image; and every image has its own related word like a photograph which expresses
the appearance. In non-verbal communication, the appearances have in general
plain connotations in illustrating and transmitting a clear trenchant picture. The
number of such non-verbal communication in Sahih of Al-Bukhari reaches 140
Prophetic Hadith, many of which expressed meanings more clearly than of those
with verbal communication. Most of the time, the non-verbal communication
supported the verbal ones in explicating and completing the meaning, a thing that
makes non-verbal communication obtain more credibility.

The significance of the general appearances, whether they were expressed by
the narrator of the Hadith or indicated through the context of their situations,
consists in the establishment of communication, the establishment of the movement
which replaces the pronunciation, the expression of many meanings, explaining and
sketching those meanings and forming them in a way through which the meanings
are embodied in a sense. All this is to make meanings simpler and more
comprehensive for some of the Prophet’s companions, especially when most of
those meanings may make a source of legislation. This enhances the status of the
sign in verbal behavior, its role in revealing the purposes of the speaker or other
rhetorical purposes.
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