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The Human Dimension in the Arab Islamic City

Prof: Abdullah Abdulsalam Al-Haddad” Ahmed Mohammed Mohammed Abdulmughni””

aalhaddad@ksu.edu.sa amughni22@gmail.com

Abstract:

The cities built by Muslims represent a true picture of the Islamic civilization that
we still see in many Arab and Islamic cities. Muslims chose distinctive sites and added to
them their various and varied arts in various fields. All that done for the purpose of
humanity. However, many modern cities lack many of the human dimensions necessary
to fulfill the material and moral needs of their inhabitants because of ignoring the
principles on which the Arab Islamic city was built and replacing them with modern
principles and theories. This study aims to analyze and explore the human dimensions
that Arab Islamic cities include, in order to get benefit from them to address and
strengthen the human dimension in the existing modern cities, and to consider them
when designing new cities. The study has explored ten human dimensions that planners
and designers should take into account when planning and designing cities. These
dimensions are (management - accessibility - cohesive structure - diversity - comfort -

human scale - identity - membership and simplicity - privacy).

Key Words: Human Dimension, Compact Structure, Diversity, Comforts, Identity.

Professor of Islamic Architecture - Archaeology Department - College of Tourism and Archaeology -

King Saud University — Saudi Arabia.
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