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Abstract:

This study investigates misunderstood religiosity in Muslim communities, analyzing its manifestations,
causes, effects, and remedies. Misunderstood religiosity arises from distorted interpretations of religious
principles, leading to extremism, fanaticism, and unethical practices - often justifying violence - which tarnish
religion’s image. Adopting analytical and inductive methods, the study is organized into an introduction and
four sections. Key findings reveal that true religiosity involves the practical application of faith through ethical
behavior, while misunderstood versions stem from flawed textual interpretations, deviating from religion’s
benevolent values. Manifestations included rigid, exclusionary practices. Causes involved socio-political
factors, lack of education, and manipulative rhetoric. Effects encompassed societal division and damaged
religious credibility. Proposed remedies emphasized establishing frameworks for contextualized, balanced
interpretations of religious texts, promoting education, and combating extremism. The study underscores the
urgency of fostering correct religious understanding to build cohesive societies and counter counterfeit
religiosity. It advocates integrating scholarly insights with policy to address root causes like over-literal

interpretations and ideological exploitation.
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