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Abstract:

This study examines tax exemptions during the Rasulid State era (626—858 AH/1229—1454 CE),
tracing the sultanate-granted exemptions for all societal groups of the time and their role in advancing
Yemen'’s civilizational, intellectual, and political stability. The study begins by exploring the linguistic and
conceptual definitions of musumahar(exemptions), their implications, and whether they were a purely
Rasulid innovation or influenced by Ayyubid and Mamluk practices. It investigates the administrative
regulations governing these exemptions and the direct correlation between the beneficiaries’ mastery of
Islamic jurisprudence (figh) and the issuance of sultanate decrees. The Rasulid sultans relied on such
exemptions as an administrative strategy for state governance. The study also analyzes the types of
exemptions - private and public - along with their distinct features, characteristics, and impacts on various
societal groups. Key findings revealed that these exemptions were formalized through specific sultanate
decrees, linked to the beneficiaries’ adherence to Islamic legal principles. Exemptions reflected the flexibility of

the Rasulid financial system and manifested in diverse forms with wide-ranging effects.
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