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Abstract:

This study examines the tombstones of Imam Al-Muayyad Billah Muhammad ibn Al-Mutawakkil Ala
Allah Ismail and his son Imad Al-Din in Al-Husn village, Dhuran district, Thamar Governorate, Yemen. As
critical archaeological artifacts, these tombstones provide multifaceted historical, artistic, and linguistic
insights, documenting the lives of prominent Zaydi Imams. The analysis focuses on Al-Muayyad’s tombstone,
housed in his father's mausoleum, detailing its inscriptions, calligraphic styles, and decorative motifs. By
contextualizing these features within Yemen’s Islamic-era heritage, the study underscores their role in
enriching scholarly understanding of religious, cultural, and epigraphic traditions, while advocating for the
preservation of such antiquities. The study consists of an introduction, three sections, and a conclusion. The
introduction deals with geographical context and biographical profiles of the tombstone subjects. Section one
examines the tombstone of Imam Al-Muayyad Billah Muhammad ibn Al-Mutawakkil Ala Allah Ismail. Section
two describes the tombstone of Imad Al-Din Yahya ibn Al-Muayyad Billah. Section three analyzes inscribed
titles. The study findings decipher the tombstones’ content, identify subjects and creators, detail execution
techniques and styles, correct historians’ errors on death dates, and clarify titles of Imam Al-Muayyad Billah
Muhammad ibn Al-Mutawakkil Ala Allah Ismail.
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