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Abstract:

This study aims to explore the perspectives of female school principals regarding obstacles to achieving
universal access in public education schools in Asir region of Saudi Arabia. Additionally, it seeks to identify practical
proposals and solutions that could contribute to improving and facilitating universal access services for students with
disabilities in these schools. The scope of the research is limited to examining barriers to universal access in public
education schools within Asir region. The study focuses on a sample of female principals from public schools (primary,
intermediate, and secondary) in Asir, with the geographical boundaries restricted to government-run public schools in
the region. The study was conducted during the second semester of the 1446 AH/2025 academic year. A qualitative
methodology was employed, utilizing semi-structured interviews with six (6) female principals of schools that host
inclusion programs for students with disabilities. The findings revealed multiple obstacles, including inadequate school
infrastructure, shortages of specialized personnel, limited financial resources, insufficient training for educational staff,
deficiencies in regulatory policies, and a lack of institutional oversight. Additionally, societal and familial challenges were
identified as barriers to effective and comprehensive inclusion of students with disabilities.
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