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Abstract:

This study aims to explore the World Heritage sites in northwestern Syria, officially designated as
"parks,” encompassing a group of archaeological sites known as the "Limestone Massif." The study focuses on
the High Mountain Park No. (6), examining its historical, archaeological, and architectural significance.
Additionally, it explores the criteria for its inclusion on the World Heritage List in 2011 and highlights the
major damages and violations affecting the park’s key sites (Qalb Loze, Al-Kfeir, and Qargbizeh) amid the
Syrian war. These threats risk the removal of these sites from the World Heritage List and their placement on
the List of World Heritage in Danger (the "Red List"), particularly due to the absence of active monitoring and
enforcement by international organizations responsible for safeguarding global cultural heritage. The findings
revealed that while some damage has occurred in the High Mountain Park, it does not yet constitute severe
destruction that would permanently disfigure its archaeological features. Such damage primarily stems from
deteriorating economic conditions during the Syrian war, leading to poverty, deprivation, and limited
employment opportunities, which have driven some individuals to engage in illicit excavations (clandestine
digging).
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