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Abstract:

This study aims to elucidate the foundational premises of the rationalist approach in engaging with the
Prophetic Sunnah, highlighting their application limits. The roots of rationalist thought trace back to pre-
Islamic eras, evident among ancient Egyptians, Greeks, Chinese, and others. This trend gained significant
momentum with the emergence of the Mu'tazilites after the advent of Islam, flourishing under the influence of
earlier intellectual currents and Orientalist writings and ideas. The study consists of an introduction and three
sections: the first discusses reason and its autonomy. The second analyzes the rationalist premises in engaging
with the Sunnah, and the third evaluates the boundaries of applying these premises to the Prophetic Sunnah.
Findings indicate that this approach employs a double standard toward the Prophetic Sunnah. A critical
analysis of its foundations reveals inherent contradictions, fragmented interpretations of texts, dismissal of
authentic narrations, and reliance on weak or fabricated reports—practices that conflict with sound human
intuition and diverge from the methodology Sunnah People in serving the Prophetic tradition. The latter

distinguishes rigorously between acceptable and rejected narrations.
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