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Abstract:

This study examines the concept of presumption of original innocence. It consists of an introduction
and two sections. Section one addresses theoretical foundations, exploring the lexical and contextual
definitions of presumptive continuity and original innocence, delineating the types of presumptive continuity
and evaluating the jurisprudential authority of the presumption of original innocence according to
Jurisprudence Principles scholars. Section two presents a practical application, analyzing several cases from
Saudi criminal courts to demonstrate how the presumption of original innocence is utilized in judicial rulings
and to assess the alignment of Saudi judiciary with this principle in actual cases. For the study purposes, the
mixed descriptive, comparative-analytical-applied approach was employed. The study findings showed that
presumptive continuity encompasses multiple types, including the presumption of original innocence (also
termed “original non-existence"). Additionally, it was revealed that scholarly divergence on the juristic
authority of this presumption stems from differing conceptualizations of burden of proof and evidence among
Figh Fundamentals scholars. It was concluded that judicial rulings in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia are
grounded in Islamic jurisprudence.
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