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Abstract:

This study aims to elucidate the nature of emergent doubt and its impact on criminal punishment
rulings from the perspectives of Islamic jurisprudence and Yemeni law. For the study purposes, the analytical
and comparative methodologies were adopted. The study is structured into an introduction and three main
sections: Section one defines emergent doubt. Section two examines the influence of emergent doubt on
criminal punishment in Islamic jurisprudence. Section three analyzes the stance of Yemeni law toward
emergent doubt. The study key findings indicate that emergent doubt refers to a transient ambiguity that
precludes criminal punishment after the establishment of an offense warranting such punishment. The impact
of emergent doubt on punishment varies according to the strength of its evidential basis. For instance, strong
evidentiary bases (e.g., insanity or retraction of confession) negate punishment and prevent its execution.
Weak evidentiary bases (e.g., marriage contracted between parties after adultery) do not affect the

punishment ruling nor preclude its execution.
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