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Abstract

This research critically examines Imam Al-Khattabi's book A/-Ghunyah ‘an Al-Kalam wa Ahlul-Kalam,
treating it as a complex theological text that has sparked diverse interpretations. It proposes a fresh analytical
lens, suggesting that the book represents a nuanced alternative to dominant debates on the legitimacy of
theology—mneither fully endorsing nor outright rejecting it. The study reveals that Al-Khattabi’s critique
extends beyond Mu'tazilite thought to include Sunni perspectives, and argues that a complete understanding
of his theological stance requires engagement with his broader corpus. By incorporating previously
unexamined texts, the research offers new insights into Al-Khattabi’s evolving views, showing that while his
position developed after writing Al-Ghunyah, he did not abandon its foundational ideas.
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