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Abstract

This research explores the foundations of doctrinal dialogue with non-Muslims as reflected in Surah
Al-Kafirun, emphasizing the principle of differentiation in belief and worship and its relevance to religious
freedom and interfaith engagement. Employing both deductive and inductive methods, the study analyzes the
surah’s meanings and objectives, supported by an introduction, a preface defining key terms, and three main
sections addressing doctrinal distinction, freedom of belief, and interfaith dialogue. The findings highlight that
the surah establishes a doctrinal framework rooted in affirming God's Oneness, prophethood, and the
rejection of polytheism, while distinguishing worship practices by rejecting false deities without compromising
justice or benevolence toward non-Muslims, including relatives, dhimmis, and treaty partners. It affirms
freedom of belief and rejects coercion, encouraging dialogue with wisdom and coexistence within Islamic legal
principles. The study critiques calls for interfaith rapprochement as lacking sound doctrinal grounding and
contrary to monotheistic principles, and recommends further applied research to assess the societal impact of

this approach in contemporary contexts.
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