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Abstract

This research aims to examine how the interpreter’s doctrine influences the interpretation of the Quranic text,
using Al-Zamakhshari’s Tafsir as a model to demonstrate the impact of the Mu'tazilite school of thought on Quranic
exegesis. The study found that the interpreter's beliefs tend to prioritize reason over transmitted knowledge, which can
distort the apparent meaning of some verses, especially those related to the unseen, divine threats, and divine attributes.
It also showed that, in some cases, Al-Zamakhshari's interpretation reflects Mu'tazilite principles by applying pure
reason and giving it precedence over transmitted knowledge. This approach leads to interpretations that contradict the
methodology of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama'ah (the Sunni community). Conversely, the Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama'ah
methodology strikes a balance between transmitted knowledge and reason, preserving the texts and affirming the
unseen as revealed, while following the understanding of the early generations (Salaf) and fulfilling the objectives of
Islamic law (Shari'ah). The research is divided into an introduction and two sections: a theoretical study and an applied
study. It concludes that understanding the interpreter's own beliefs and how they affect interpretation is crucial for a
correct understanding of the Quran and for preventing doctrinal deviations that arise from favoring philosophical
theology or rational interpretation over religious texts. It also highlights the importance of following the methodology of
the early generations of Muslims (Salaf) to maintain the integrity of the Quran's objectives and safeguard interpretation
from distortion.
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