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Abstract

This research investigates the Quranic portrayal of nations hastening divine punishment, framing it as
both a theological and human problem rooted in flawed faith and misreadings of God’s laws of respite, trial,
and recompense. It clarifies the concepts of punishment and self-hastening in linguistic and Quranic contexts,
tracing their manifestation among the Prophet’s contemporaries and earlier peoples. The study examines
doctrinal, psychological, and social motives behind this behavior, highlighting its consequences, and employs
inductive, analytical, and deductive methods to interpret relevant verses within the framework of God’s laws of
proof, delay, and retribution. It underscores that hastening punishment reflects denial of divine wisdom and
mockery of threats rather than a genuine plea for time, while showing that both delay and hastening are
governed by God’s justice. Structured into an introduction, preface, two main sections, and a conclusion, the
work explores theoretical foundations, historical cases, and Qurianic responses, ultimately offering lessons to
correct misconceptions, strengthen patience, and deepen trust in God’s mercy and justice for contemporary
Muslim communities.

Keywords: Hastening Punishment, God's Laws for Nations, Divine Respite, Punishment in the Qur'an,

Qur'anic Discourse.
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